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This will be the last issue of the CoALL Scuttle to be published during my presi-
dency, so it makes sense to look back on what we have accomplished during that 
time, even though I still have a few more months to serve (not that anyone's count-
ing...). 

When I took over in December 2008, 
I had three main goals in mind for 
CoALL: Get the bylaws amended, get 
prepared to host the 2010 Annual 
Meeting, and continue the amazing 
job Martha Campos had done of get-
ting lots of dedicated and talented 
individuals to work together to make 
CoALL even better.  Those goals have 
been accomplished, but I can't take 
much credit for that – it certainly 
wouldn't have happened without the 
dedication and hard work of the by-
laws committee, the Local Arrange-
ments Committee, the Nominations 
Committee, and all the other volunteers who make CoALL work.  It's amazing, 
really. 

And it continues!  I can't wait to see what CoALL will accomplish under the leader-
ship of the new board, which will include Rachel Kuipers as president, Robert Linz 
as vice president-president elect, Tamara Phalen as treasurer, Chris Hudson as sec-
retary, and Beth Mescall and Rachel Nelson as members at large. 
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The Scuttle Newsletter is 
published four times a year. 
T h e  p u r p o s e  i s  t o 
communicate information to 
its members. CoALL does not 
assume responsibility for the 
statements of contributors. 
Views or opinions expressed 
herein do not necessarily 
reflect the views or policies of 
the Colorado Association of 
Law Libraries. The Scuttle is 
not copyrighted, however, 
permission should be sought 
from the authors and credit 
given when quoting or 
photocopying material from 
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Don’t Forget to Volunteer for AALL in July! 

The AALL Annual Meeting is approaching.  Have you signed up to volunteer 
yet?  We still need volunteers for the following tasks: 

 Registration Desks (Friday, July 9th – Tuesday, July 13th) 

 Bag-Stuffing (Friday morning, July 9th) 

 Hospitality Booth (Friday, July 9th – Tuesday, July 13th) 

 Library Tours (Sunday, July 11th – Tuesday, July 13th) 

 Closing Banquet (Tuesday, July 13th) 

 

Can’t afford the conference?  No problem! 
If you volunteer and are not registered for the conference, you will receive an 
exhibit hall pass.  With this pass, you will still have an opportunity to network 
and learn about new product developments.  We have volunteer shifts that 
occur prior to the meeting as well as shifts during sessions.  Just include your avail-
ability information when you sign up.  The exhibit hall will be open 9am-5pm on 
Sunday and Monday, and 9am-3pm on Tuesday. 

Sign up online: 
http://law.du.edu/AALL2010/index.php?q=volunteer 

To those who have already signed up: 
Has your availability changed? E-mail schedule changes to estishay@hotmail.com. 

 

by Esti Shay, Local Arrangements Committee Volunteer 
Coordinator 

http://law.du.edu/AALL2010/index.php?q=volunteer
mailto:estishay@hotmail.com
http://law.du.edu/AALL2010/index.php?q=volunteer
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CoALL Members Step Up to the [Dinner] Plate 

In response to the request for volunteers to act as leaders for 
the No Host Dinners at the AALL annual meeting, a number 
of CoALL members stepped up to take groups to their favorite 
restaurants and/or to restaurants considered Denver land-
marks. There are a wide variety of cuisines being offered to 
our AALL visitors. For more information on the restaurants, 
please see the LAC web site at: http://law.du.edu/AALL2010/
index.php?q=restaurant-list. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are free on Saturday evening, July 10 before the AALL Opening Event, you 
might consider joining one of the groups.  Just contact Kathy Carlson  at kcarl-
son@courts.state.wy.us with your restaurant of choice.  You might want to register 
early since some of the groups tend to fill quickly. 

 

by Kathy Carlson, Library Director at the Wyoming 
State Law Library in Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Restaurant Group Leader 
Osteria Marco Tracy Leming 

Buckhorn Exchange  Kathy Carlson 

Café Colore Martha Keister  

Katie Mullen's Irish Restaurant & Pub Matthew Elisha 

Osteria Marco  (Group 2) Kathryn Michaels and Brittany Cronin 

Willi G's Seafood and Steaks Mariann Storck 

The Corner Office-Restaurant and Martini Bar Jennifer Chang 

WaterCourse Foods Rachel Compton and Andrea Hamilton  

9th Door Madeline Cohen 

Ship Tavern Jane Thompson and Georgia Briscoe 

The Wynkoop Brewing Company Gary Alexander  and Beth Mescall  

Sonoda’s Sushi Seafood Tom Seward  

http://law.du.edu/AALL2010/index.php?q=restaurant-list
http://law.du.edu/AALL2010/index.php?q=restaurant-list
mailto:kcarlson@courts.state.wy.us
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While the community service projects organized for AALL 2010 are not exactly part 
of Local Arrangements duties, I have gotten a few questions about what community 
service projects there will be during the AALL Annual Meeting in Denver. You can 
register on the AALL Annual Meeting website at http://www.aallnet.org/events/
communityproject.asp if you are interested in participating. 

Denver Parks and Recreation Community Gardens 
Friday, July 9 • 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (does not include travel 
time) 
Limit: 20 volunteers 
 
Denver Parks and Recreation is hosting a project that involves 
maintenance at Sunken Gardens Park , one of the community 
parks that dot the Denver metro area. Sunken Gardens Park is 
located in the Lincoln Park neighborhood, a vibrant community 
that includes the Santa Fe Arts District, and was built on the site 
of a former city dump in 1909. Volunteers will paint benches and 
tables and perform maintenance on the garden, including mulch-
ing trees and weeding the flowerbeds. 

Volunteers must be at least 18 years old. You should wear sturdy, 
closed-toe shoes and bring bug spray and sunscreen. You should 
also dress appropriately for outdoor work, preferably in long-sleeved shirts and 
pants. If you are allergic to bees or any other insects, please bring any necessary 
medications. Denver Parks and Recreation will provide all safety equipment, includ-
ing safety glasses, vests, gloves, and trash bags. Bottled water will be provided, but 
volunteers are encouraged to bring their own water bottles if they wish. 

Sunken Gardens Park is located at 8th Avenue at Speer, which may be reached by 
either walking or by bus (with a $2.00 fare each way) from the Convention Center. 
Travel to the volunteer site is the responsibility of the attendee. Further travel infor-
mation will be provided to registered volunteers as we near the service date. 

Questions? Contact Volunteer Team Leader Pam Brannon (404/413-9128). 

Food Bank of the Rockies 
Friday, July 9 • 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
(does not include travel time) 
Limit: 30 volunteers 
 
The Food Bank of the Rockies receives food 
from national and local companies and, by 
repackaging and distributing those dona-
tions, provides food supplies for over 1,100 
hunger-relief programs in Northern Colo-
rado and Wyoming. Last year the Food 
Bank of the Rockies distributed over 26.3 
million pounds of food through over 800 
partner agencies. 

Volunteers will be working with the Com-

(Continued on page 6) 

Community Service Projects at AALL 

from Patty Wellinger, AALL 2010 Local Arrangements 
Committee C0-Chair 

Fellow Volunteers 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/

mozul/114435069/sizes/s/ 

by Mozul 

Boxes of Sorted Food 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jovino/1438299425/

sizes/s/ 

by jovino 
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As newspaper editor of the Summit News for the annual meeting, I am writing to 
ask for your assistance. Please let me know if you would be willing to write for the 
paper. You can submit reviews of programs or events, or articles about items of in-
terest in Denver or the surrounding area. Typically, articles are 500-800 words 
long. 

The newspaper will be produced in two formats this year: 

 The traditional print format – 4 print editions, one for each day of the meeting. 

(These editions will focus primarily on events happening during the meeting.) 

 New – electronic format – 2 editions to be released, one prior to and one after the 

meeting. (These editions are more flexible, allowing for a wider variety of arti-

cles.) 

 

Please submit your ideas and finished product to Meg Martin and Katie Lynn.  Sub-
mit your article, news, photo or program/event review via email as a Word .doc 
or .jpg attachment. Any items not placed in the paper will be considered for addition 
to the blog and the electronic editions. 

I will not know for certain how much space will be available for articles and photos 
in the print editions until a few weeks before the meeting. As always, it depends 
upon how much advertising is purchased. (This may be an interesting year since the 
economy is still recovering.) As I understand it, the electronic issues will not be re-
stricted by advertising sales…so submit early because I can run it in the electronic 
issue if the print is full. 

Summit News 

from Meg Martin, Assistant State Law Librarian at the 
Wyoming State Law Library in Cheyenne, Wyoming 

“Summit News” has 

been chosen as the 

name for the daily 

paper and “Summit 

News Blog” for the 

related blog. The 

newspaper will be 

printed daily with 

photos, articles, and 

last minute schedule 

changes.  Items that 

do not fit into the 

paper will be added to 

the blog that Theresa 

Baker set up here: 

 

 http://summitnewsaall

2010.blogspot.com/  

 
—Meg Martin 

AALL 2010 Newspaper & 

Blog Editor 

modity Supplemental Food Program, which provides food to seniors age 60 and 
over, low-income pregnant and postpartum women, and their children under the 
age of six. Volunteers will sort, inspect, sanitize, and pack food and non-food dona-
tions for redistribution throughout the community and may also perform light 
cleaning duties. Volunteers must be at least 14 years of age. You should dress appro-
priately for warehouse work, including wearing comfortable, closed-toe shoes and 
shirts with sleeves. The tasks involved require standing, squatting, lifting and pull-
ing. Most physical limitations can be accommodated, but please indicate on the reg-
istration form if you have any special needs. 

Travel to the Reclamation Warehouse is the responsibility of the attendee. Group 
travel will be by public bus from downtown Denver . The fare is $2.00 each way and 
includes a five minute walk to the warehouse. Further transportation information 
will be provided to registered volunteers as we near the service date. 

Questions? Contact Volunteer Team Leader Laura Ray (216/687-6880). 

(Continued from page 5) 

Community Service Projects, cont. 
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Protecting Data through RAID 
External hard drives are good options for storage.  They can either serve as addi-
tional hard drive space, or they can serve to back up your internal hard drive.  If you 
use an external hard drive as additional space, or to archive little-used files, what 
happens to that data if that hard drive fails?  Typically, hard drives are very reliable 
but they are not impervious to failures.  In other words, what is the backup plan for 
the backup plan? 

Hard drives manufacturers have been grappling 
with this issue for decades.  Companies are par-
ticularly concerned that their mission-critical 
data is safe and readily available.  In the 1980s, 
hard drive manufacturers developed a system to 
store data across multiple hard drives.  This sys-
tem is known as RAID (Redundant Array of In-
dependent Disks).  The basic idea is to put two or 
more hard drives together such that data is writ-
ten to both (or all) of them simultaneously.  
There are a few different ways this can be accom-
plished and each iteration is assigned a numeri-
cal designation, known as a RAID level.  The 
more common RAID levels are 1, 3, and 5.  RAID 
1 is the simplest configuration, requiring only 
two hard drives.  These hard drives mirror each 
other, as data that is being written to one hard 
drive is simultaneously written to the second 
hard drive.  This method is called ―disk mirror-
ing.‖  If one of the hard drives fails, the other is 
immediately available with an exact duplicate of 
the data.  The failed hard drive can then be re-
placed.  RAID 3 and RAID 5 both require three 
or more hard drives.  In these levels, data is writ-

ten across all of the hard drives.  If one of the hard drives fails, the other two (or 
more) will contain the lost data.  This method is known as ―data striping.‖  While 
RAID offers the advantage of security, its disadvantage is it consumes hard drive 
space.  For example, in RAID 1, disk mirroring, the computer will read two 500 GB 
hard drives as a single 500 GB hard drive as the second hard drive is simply a copy 
of the first hard drive. 

RAID for Home 
Most consumer users will want to implement RAID 1 systems.  This is fairly easy to 
understand and configure.  You can purchase RAID systems in a couple of different 
ways.  First, you can purchase a computer with a RAID option from manufacturers 
such as HP and Dell.  These manufacturers may refer to it as the ―data safe‖ option.  
Essentially, you will purchase a second hard drive of equal size to the first hard 
drive.  Their technicians will configure their on-board RAID controller for RAID 1. 

You can also obtain RAID by purchasing an external hard drive enclosure with 
RAID capabilities.  These drive enclosures may cost as little as $50 (without hard 
drives) to several hundred dollars (usually with hard drives).  If you purchase the 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

File:RAID_5.svg 

Home Storage Solutions, Part II 

By Robert M. Linz, Associate Director and Head of Public Services 
at the University of Colorado Law Library, Boulder, Colorado 

FYI— 

 

This RAID is not the 

bug killing kind. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RAID_1.svg 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RAID_5.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RAID_5.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RAID_1.svg
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enclosure without drives, you will need to purchase at least two internal hard drives 
to add to the enclosure.  After installing the drives, you may need to activate RAID 1 
with a switch built into the enclosure.  After starting the device, it should configure 
the hard drives for RAID 1 usage, although you may need to configure the device 
through software.  While this solution costs more and is more challenging to set up, 
it adds an important level of security for your data storage. 

RAID for your Home Network 
As home networks have become more 
commonplace, you can share a storage 
device on your home network. The ad-
vantage is that all of your family mem-
bers can store their data in a secure loca-
tion.  Plus, the data is accessible from 
any computer on your network.  In this 
regard, users can share and display 
photo and video files and other docu-
ments easily. 

There are a few different methods to 
make storage space accessible on the net-
work.  The first method is simply to 
share a hard drive (or one of its folders) 
through an existing networked Windows 
computer.  This can be done with either 

internal storage or external storage connected to a computer through a USB or other 
connection.  The challenge is that for that storage device to be accessible, the user 
will need to properly set the share and access permissions on it and the computer 
attached to the device must always be running.  Neither requirement is insurmount-
able, but can prove inconvenient. 

The second method to share an external hard drive is to attach it directly to the net-
work.  Some external hard drives come with a network connection.  The user can 
then plug the device into the home network router/switch and assign an IP address 
to it.  At this point, the storage device should appear and be accessible on the net-
work.  Users may note, however, that the performance of writing to and reading files 
from the device through the network is noticeably slower than if the device was di-
rectly attached to the user’s computer. 

Beyond adding a network port to storage devices, manufacturers have developed 
networked attached storage (NAS) devices.  These units provide additional network-
ing capabilities and simpler interfaces than merely attaching a storage device to the 
network.  However, NAS units are noticeably more expensive than less equipped 
storage devices.  This type of device has developed into the home network server or 
media server.  This stand alone device’s sole function is to serve as network storage, 
with the capability to automatically back up computers attached to the network.  
These devices go beyond backup, however.  They also include the capability to serve 
media files to other computers on the network, including especially a computer at-
tached to your home entertainment system.  Users can take advantage of their large 
screen LCD and plasma televisions and surround sound amplifiers to watch video 
clips, view digital photos, or listen to music stored on their home network storage 
device. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Home Storage Solutions, cont. 

Home/Office Server 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/

fabrico/477864935/ 

by Tom Carmony 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/fabrico/477864935/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/fabrico/477864935/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/fabrico/
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Offsite Online Storage 
A newer method of data storage is the online back up ser-
vice.  Offered by Dell, Adobe and other companies, users 
can upload their data to the company’s servers which 
will secure the data.  For the user, this method over-
comes the one weakness of any sort of home data 
storage plan; namely, losing the storage device to 
theft or physical destruction.  The amount of data 
that can be stored is virtually unlimited.  And those 
companies will certainly have disaster recovery plans in place 
should their storage servers experience a problem.  The disadvan-
tage of this approach, however, is that it can be quite expensive.  While 
companies may provide 2 GB of free storage when you purchase their product, 
additional storage will incur a monthly fee.  Nonetheless, any user needing a fool-
proof data storage plan should include offsite storage as part of that plan. 

Conclusion 
To protect your data, I recommend storing it on a RAID 1 storage system.  For data 
you absolutely cannot live without, I also recommend storing it in an offsite, online 
storage facility.  While the cost of these solutions may appear high, they pale in com-
parison to losing the data, or engaging the services of a data recovery company to 
get back your precious files. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Home Storage Solutions, cont. 

Lida Citroen was a real wake-up call on 
Saturday morning…and not just because 
she was wearing a shiny, hot pink, leopard 
print jacket. Her presentation was packed 
with useful gems about creating your per-
sonal brand. 

Her message on LinkedIn states her com-
pany’s premise clearly: ―A brand is a prom-
ise delivered. It is your reputation and your 
legacy.‖  Lida explained that branding is 
about feelings and emotional connections. 
She engaged us with Q & A while she ex-
plained and shared her expertise in personal branding. In particular, she asked us to 
consider questions that would help each of us to determine our personal brand, to 
help us figure out what others perceive of us, and how to prep an elevator speech 
(short and sweet!) 

As usual, the Spotlight program was timely and useful. I am glad that CoALL and 
RMSLA continue to work together to present Spotlight on Your Career! 

Spotlight On Your Career 2010 

by Meg Martin, State Assistant Law Librarian at the 
Wyoming State Law Library in Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Brand Yourself! 

http://www.linkedin.com/companies/215168
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It's my pleasure to announce the winners of the 2010 CoALL Executive Board Elec-
tion. Please join me in congratulating the following candidates and wishing them 
well as they join current President Tracy Leming and current Vice President/
President-Elect Rachel Compton on the CoALL Executive Board at CoALL's Annual 
Business Meeting in June 2010: 

Vice President/President-Elect  Robert Linz 
Treasurer     Tamara Phalen  
Secretary    Chris Hudson 
Members at Large:   Beth Mescall 
     Rachel Nelson 
 
Anne Lucke deserves a very special thank you, for once again doing a fantastic job 
administering CoALL's electronic balloting. The committee received 63 responses 
from 111 eligible voters, for a response rate of approximately 57%. The 2009 election 
participation rate was 48%, so congratulations to our membership for becoming 
more actively involved in the voting process! 

With thanks and best wishes to the 2010-2011 CoALL Board and the rest of the 
CoALL membership, 

The CoALL Nominations & Election Committee, 
Karen Selden, Chair 
Rachel Compton 
Anne Lucke 
 

VP/Pres-Elect 
Robert Linz is the Associate Director & Head of Public 
Services at the University of Colorado Law School William 
A. Wise Law Library where he teaches Advanced Legal 
Research, among other duties.  He has worked in a variety 
of librarian, technology, and management roles since 
becoming a law librarian in 1996.  He earned his law 
degree from the University of Florida, library science 
degree from the Florida State University and 
undergraduate degree from Wake Forest University.  He 
has been actively involved with CoALL since 2007.  He has 
served on the Spotlight Committee (2008 and 2009) and is currently finishing his 
second term as treasurer.  He enjoys photography and writing.  

Treasurer 
Tamara Phalen is the Catalog Librarian at Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck, LLP.  She received a B.A. in French from Michigan State 
University and an MLIS from the University of Denver in the fall of 
2006.  Prior to joining the law firm, she worked on cataloging and 
authority control projects for the Berthoud Public Library, and she was 
the Temporary Catalog Librarian at the University of Denver, Penrose 
Library.  She has been a member of CoALL since 2008.  Tamara is also a 
member of AALL and ALA, where she serves on the CCS Continuing 
Education Committee.  

(Continued on page 11) 

2010 CoALL Board Election Results 

from Karen Selden, Nominations Committee Chair 
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Election, cont. 

Secretary 
Chris Hudson is the Project Coordinator for the Law Librarian 
Fellowship program at the University of Denver.  He holds a B.A. in 
English and French from the University of Idaho, a J.D. from the 
University of Colorado (2002), and an M.L.I.S. from the University of 
Denver (2008).  As a student member of CoALL, he served on the 
Spotlight Committee in 2008.  In his spare time, he enjoys spending time 
with his family, reading, and gardening.  

Member-at-Large 
Beth Mescall is the Library and Information Resources Manager at 
Davis Graham & Stubbs, and has been working in law firm libraries in 
Denver since 1993. She is currently studying for her Masters in Library and 
Information Science at the University of Denver, and is the CoALL Brown Bag 
program coordinator. 

Member-at-Large 
Rachel Nelson has been a reference librarian at Holland & Hart since 
September 2008.  This is her first position out of library school.  An Ari-
zona native, she received her J.D. and M.A. in Library Science from the 
University of Arizona in Tucson, Arizona.  Although she is a ―new‖ mem-
ber of CoALL, she has had the privilege of working on both the Brown 
Bag Committee and the Spotlight Committee this past year.  

(Continued from page 10) 

2010 CoALL Continuing Education Grants Awarded 

The CoALL Board voted to award a grant to Tamara Phalen to assist her in 
attending CONELL at the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) 
annual meeting.  Tamera was also awarded some funds to assist her in at-
tending the American Library Association (ALA) annual meeting. Recently 
elected CoALL Treasurer, Tamara is also active in ALA committee work 
and has always been willing to share the technical services knowledge she 
gains with CoALL colleagues.   

Also receiving grants to assist with AALL registration were David Selden at 
the National Indian Law Library/NARF and Meg Leta Ambrose, a student 
interested in pursuing a career in law libraries. David has been a member 
of CoALL for a number of years and is always willing to share his expertise. 
Although still a student, Leta has been assisting at the National Indian 
Law Library since August 2009 and has worked in the research center at 
the University of Colorado since 2008.  In both roles her responsibilities include 
legal research and web content/maintenance.  Leta has also submitted a paper to 
the AALL Call for Papers student division and we wish her success in that endeavor.   

by Kathy Carlson, Library Director at the Wyoming 
State Law Library in Cheyenne, Wyoming 
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Replacing Justice Stevens with a Law Librarian - Who Would 

You Pick? 

I started bouncing an idea around in my head this weekend while all of the Sunday 
Morning news shows were discussing Justice Stevens' retirement. "If I had to re-
place Justice Stevens with a law librarian... who would I pick?" Now, you may 
chuckle about the idea of 
having a law librarian as 
Supreme Court Justice, but 
it may not be that far of a 
stretch to think of someone 
with the skills of a law li-
brarian to put on the black 
robes and write judicial 
opinions.  In October of 
2008, US News and World 
Report said that the "Best 
Nonpolitical Job" for a po-
litical junkie was a librar-
ian. The US Supreme Court 
is supposed to rise above 
the fray of politics, so who 
better to do that than a law 
librarian? 

If I weren't limited by the fact that serving on the Court requires you to be alive, my 
choices would have immediately gone to two personal legends in the field;  Roy Mer-
sky (1925-2008) of the University of Texas or Bob Oakley (1945-2007) of George-
town University.  Both were known as "giants" in the field of law librarianship and 
deeply respected for their leadership.  Although I'd only met Roy Mersky a few 
times, it was clear that he commanded whatever room he was in.  I had the pleasure 
of serving with Bob Oakley on the American Association of Law Librar-
ies' (AALL) Future of Law Libraries in the Digital Age special committee, where Bob 
made sure that all of the committee members stayed on task. However, since 
Merksy and Oakley are no longer around, who are the giants of the law library field 
that we could nominate today?  

We could look at the list of past presidents from AALL for names of leaders within 
the field.  Cornell's Claire Germain (2005-2006) jumped off the list as someone that 
commands a room like a Roy Mersky.  Claire would most likely make a great Justice, 
but her French accent may not play well on some of those cable news networks. An-
other great choice might be Barbara Bintliff (2001-2002) who was just announced 
as the new law library director for the University of Texas.  I'm not sure if Barbara is 
willing to give up a great position in the capital of Texas to take up one in Washing-
ton, DC at this moment.  How about someone like Mark Estes (1992-1993) from the 
Alameda County law library?  Mark and I have made some appearances lately on 
Rich Leiter's Law Librarian Conversation podcasts, so I hope I haven't diminished 
his chances for nomination. 

How about someone that is not on the AALL past president's list?  There are a few 
names out there that always seem to be discussed in law librarian circles.  Jim Milles 
from the University of Buffalo would be a good choice.  Although, anyone that 

(Continued on page 13) 

by Greg Lambert, Contributor to 3 Geeks and a Law Blog and 
Library & Records Manager at King & Spaulding in Houston, Texas 

Reprinted with 

permission from the 

April 12, 2010 post 

on 3 Geeks and a 

Law Blog: Replacing 

Justice Stevens with 

a Law Librarian - 

Who Would You 

Pick? 

http://www.usnews.com/money/careers/articles/2008/10/23/7-best-nonpolitical-jobs-for-political-junkies.html
http://www.usnews.com/money/careers/articles/2008/10/23/7-best-nonpolitical-jobs-for-political-junkies.html
http://www.utexas.edu/news/2008/05/07/law_mersky/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/news/releases/october.1.2007-oakley.html
http://www.utexas.edu/news/2008/05/07/law_mersky/
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/futureoflaw.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/about/past_presidents.asp
http://www.lawschool.cornell.edu/faculty/bio.cfm?id=174
http://blogs.utexas.edu/Tarlton-library-news/2010/04/new-library-director-named/
http://lawlibcon.classcaster.net/2010/04/02/lawlibcon-003/
http://www.geeklawblog.com/2010/04/replacing-justice-stevens-with-law.html
http://www.geeklawblog.com/2010/04/replacing-justice-stevens-with-law.html
http://www.geeklawblog.com/2010/04/replacing-justice-stevens-with-law.html
http://www.geeklawblog.com/2010/04/replacing-justice-stevens-with-law.html
http://www.geeklawblog.com/2010/04/replacing-justice-stevens-with-law.html
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knows Jim might think that his trail of blog posts might make him a target of some 
within the Senate confirmation hearings.  Tom Bruce of Cornell's Legal Information 
Institute (LII), might be another law librarian to consider (note: although, not offi-
cially a law librarian, his work with LII earns him an honorary title).  Tom's work 
with LII, and his current affiliation with Carl Malamud's LAW.gov effort might also 
make for some interesting Senate hearing discussions. 

With the exception of Mark Estes, it seems that the picks for law librarians to re-
place Justice Stevens have an academic bias. So, let's pick a couple of names from 
law firms.  There's Bob Oaks from Latham and Watkins.  That would be an easy 
choice since he's already right there in Washington, DC.  There's also the famous "Al 
of Cleveland" Podboy from Baker Hostetler.  However, I just don't think that Al Pod-
boy would want to give up the comforts of Cleveland and move to Washington.  My 
personal favorite in the law firm category would be Steven Lastres of Debevoise and 
Plimpton.  Anyone that can master libraries, knowledge management, and records 
management (and I'm sure a few more departments on top of those) should be able 
to step right in to the Court without blinking an eye. 

[Note:  It was pointed out to me that I did not list any women law firm librarians on 
this list despite the fact that probably 80% or more of the AmLaw 100 library direc-
tors are women.  I apologize, for there are a number of qualified women that make 
the list with Jean O'Grady from DLA Piper being one, and Gitelle Seer from Dewey 
& LeBoeuf being another of a long list.] 

I'm sure there are a number of well qualified law librarians I missed on my very 
short list of potential replacements for Justice Stevens.  So, if I missed your name, 
or someone that you would like to see nominated for the high court, chime in below. 

Replacing Justice Stevens, cont. 

AALL is pleased to introduce a new educational partnership with Drexel University 
Online. Through this partnership, AALL members and their immediate family mem-
bers are entitled to receive a 20 percent tuition reduction for Drexel’s top-ranked 
online library science programs. Benefit from Drexel’s academic excellence, conven-
ient online format, and specially reduced tuition rates. 

Key benefits for AALL members: 
 20 percent tuition reduction for AALL members and family 

 Library Science program ranked among the best by U.S. News & World Report  

 Earn the same distinguished Drexel degree as on campus 

 Access classes conveniently online—anytime, anywhere 

 

Apply online at no cost. Enter ―AALL‖ as your partner code on your application to 
receive your 20 percent tuition reduction. For more information, visit 
www.drexel.com/aall or contact 866-803-0053 or partners@drexel.edu.  

AALL Partners with Drexel University Online to Offer Members 

Reduced Tuition  

Library Science 

Programs: 
 MS in Library & 

Information Science  

 MS in Information 

Systems 

 Advanced Certificate of 

Information Studies & 

Technology 

 Certificate in Healthcare 

Informatics 

http://jimmilles.com/podcasts-and-blogs/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/
http://www.lw.com/AboutLatham.aspx?page=FirmAdministration
http://www.aallnet.org/committee/rllc/rc-lawlibrarian/podboy2.asp
http://www.linkedin.com/in/salastres
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/jean-o-grady/10/2a9/4a8
http://www.pli.edu/product/faculty_profile.asp?fid=200
http://www.drexel.com/aall
http://www.drexel.com/aall
http://www.drexel.com/aall
http://www.drexel.com/aall
mailto:partners@drexel.edu
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This is lunch! 

Date Time Host 

Name 

Host Firm Moderator Topic or Speaker 

April 28 12:00—
1:00 

Beth  
Mescall  

Davis Graham & 
Stubbs  

Beth Mescall  Law Librarian Fellows – Path-
finders for Westminster Law 
Library 

May 19 12:00—
1:00 

Matthew 
Elisha  

Holme Roberts & 
Owen  

Matthew El-
isha  

In-house training programs and 
how to get attorneys to attend 

June 23 12:00—
1:00 

Rachel 
Nelson  

Holland & Hart  Dan Cordova, 
Robert Linz & 
John Moss  

Open Source ILS – panel and 
discussion (Dan Cordova, Robert 
Linz and John Moss) 

Brown Bag Lunches 

The Colorado Association of Law Libraries hosts a series of brown bag 
lunches.  Most of the brown bags are hosted by downtown law firms, and most are 
in a go-round format, which means that each attendee will have an opportunity to 
comment on the topic of the day. Topics will include libraries and environmental 
sustainability, copyright in law firms, customized delivery of news, bookmarking 
and pathfinders, ILS systems and more. The brown bags will generally be scheduled 
for noon on the second Wednesday of each month, but some exceptions will be 
made to that schedule. For more information, contact Beth Mescall, 303-892-7451. 

Join CoALL and Rocky Mountain SLA members at our three remaining brown bags. 
In April, the topic will be Pathfinders. The DU Law Librarian fellows will present 
several of the pathfinders they have created for the Westminster Law Library using 
Libguides software. All attendees are invited to show a pathfinder of their own, 
share a favorite pathfinder from another source, or offer a topic that you think 
would be valuable for a new pathfinder. 

In May, Matthew Elisha will lead a discussion 
on in-house training programs and how he 
gets people to attend. If anyone has any special 
tips and tricks to make these events a success, 
please come and share. 

In June we’ll round up our programming with 
a presentation and discussion on Open Source 
ILS. Dan Cordova, the state Supreme Court 
Librarian, Robert Linz, Associate Director & 
Head of Public Services for the University of 
Colorado Law Library, and John Moss of 
Holme Roberts & Owen will guide us through 
this timely topic. 

Brown Bags: April, May, June 

Check out the 

LinkedIn group for 

CoALL! 

 

January Brown Bag: 
Free legal resource sites - 

Matthew Elisha, Tracy 

Leming, and Kelly 

Fanning 

 

April Brown Bag: 
Notes on Pathfinders - 

Kelly Fanning  

from Beth Mescall, Library and Information Resources 
Manager at Davis Graham & Stubbs in Denver, Colorado 

mailto:beth.mescall@dgslaw.com
http://www.linkedin.com/groupAnswers?viewQuestionAndAnswers=&gid=156031&discussionID=12607001&sik=1271889391243&trk=ug_qa_q&goback=.ana_156031_1271889391243_3_1
http://www.linkedin.com/groupAnswers?viewQuestionAndAnswers=&gid=156031&discussionID=12607001&sik=1271889391243&trk=ug_qa_q&goback=.ana_156031_1271889391243_3_1
http://www.linkedin.com/groupAnswers?viewQuestionAndAnswers=&gid=156031&discussionID=18723798&sik=1272492325340&trk=ug_qa_q&goback=.ana_156031_1271889391243_3_1.ana_156031_1272492325340_3_1
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CoALL, in conjunction with several law firm libraries, has purchased a site license to 
the AALL webinar: Collection Development in the Age of the Virtual Law Firm Li-
brary.  Holland & Hart is hosting this event from 10-11am on Wednesday, May 
5th.  Though the event is geared toward law firm libraries, based on the learning 
objectives below and past PLL-SIS webinars, the material is beneficial for all types 
of libraries and librarians. 

If you are interested in attending, please contact Holly Pinto. 

Collection Development in the Age 

of  the Virtual Law Firm Library  
(Part of the PLL-SIS Change as Opportunity Summit/Initiatives ) 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

The current economic downturn combined with the increased cost of  books and 
real estate has accelerated the demise of the print law firm library collection. How 
do you create an effective collection development policy that reflects print and digi-
tal media? This law firm library-focused webinar addresses the challenges and op-
portunities necessary to maintain an appropriate mix of print and digital resources 
to support your firm's 21st century practice. 

Learning Objectives:   
 Learn cost-effective strategies to enhance the law firm library collection without 

breaking the budget  

 Create an effective collection development strategy that incorporates traditional 

print and digital media 

 Use technology to measure collection usage (both print and digital) 

 

Speakers:   
Julia Hughes 
Director of Library Services 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP 
 
Sarah Mauldin 
Head Librarian 
Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP  
 
Bess Reynolds 
Technical Services Manager 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
 
Steven A. Lastres, JD, MLS  
Director of Library & Knowledge Management  
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP  

AALL Webinar: Collection Development in the Age of  the 

Virtual Law Firm Library 

from Matthew Elisha, Director of Library Services at Holme 
Roberts & Owen in Denver, Colorado 

Join your fellow 

CoALL colleagues 

for this continuing 

education 

opportunity! 

 

May 5, 2010 

10:00 - 11:00am 

at 

Holland & Hart 

555 17th St. 

Suite 3200 

Denver 

mailto:hlpinto@hollandhart.com
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This year's Colleague Connection took place on Wednesday, April 7th, 2010 in the 
Driscoll Center at the University of Denver.  It was CoALL's turn to lead the commit-

tee in charge of this annual networking event, and I vol-
unteered to work with representatives from the Colo-
rado Council of Medical Librarians (CCML), Rocky 
Mountain Special Libraries Association (RMSLA), Colo-
rado Association of Libraries (CAL) and the University 
of Denver Library and Information Science Program to 
plan the reception, dinner, and evening program. 

More than 140 people attended the event, including over 
40 students from library science programs at DU, Em-
poria, and others.  A large number of these students re-
ceived scholarships to attend the event.  This year, due 
to budgetary cost savings, the Colleague Connection 
committee awarded scholarships to over 20 students, 
joining Stat!Ref, DU's Westminster Law Library, and 
other sponsors who have generously paid for students to 
attend Colleague Connection. 

The cocktail reception before dinner was very lively.  
Attendees enjoyed hors d'oeuvres while browsing dis-
plays from exhibitors including Denver Bookbinding 

Company, Pattern Research, and A. Rifkin, Co.  Following dinner, there was a panel 
discussion about the anti-tax initiatives that have been placed on the November 
2010 ballot in Colorado.  
U.S. Senate candidate An-
drew Romanoff presented 
an overview of TABOR and 
other constitutional restric-
tions on Colorado's budget; 
Rich Jones, Director of Pol-
icy and Research at the Bell 
Policy Center went into de-
tail about how passage of 
Proposition 101 and Amend-
ments 60 and 61 would af-
fect both communities and 
libraries; and Jamie LaRue, 
Director, Douglas County 
Libraries, described some 
simple steps that librarians 
can take to become advo-
cates for their libraries and 
prevent passage of these 
initiatives. 

If you weren't able to attend 
this year's Colleague Con-
nection, you can find infor-
mation about the panel's topic and presentations at the following websites: 

(Continued on page 17) 

Colleague Connection 2010 

by Tamara Phalen, Catalog Librarian at Brownstein, Hyatt 
Farber Schreck in Denver, Colorado 

Left to right: Panel Moderator, Lynne Fox; Panelists, Jamie LaRue and Rich Jones 

Photo by Robert Linz 

U.S. Senate candidate Andrew Romanoff 

Photo by Robert Linz 
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Bridge the Research and Analysis Gap (BRAG) — June 8, 2010 

June 8, 2010 
8:30am - 10:00am 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 
410 Seventeenth Street, Suite 2200 

Denver, Colorado 
 

RSVP for this free event by May 28, 2010 
Stacey Bowers 

 
Program Agenda 

8:30 - 8:35am Welcome and Introductions 
  Stacey Bowers 
 
8:35 - 9:10am Smart Search: Essential Resources & Colorado Practice Materials 
  Margi Heinen, Manager of Library Services 
  Sherman & Howard, L.L.C. 
 
9:10 - 9:25am Cost Effective Legal Resources 
  Stacey Bowers, Outreach & Instructional Services Coordinator 
  University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
 
9:25 - 9:50am Casemaker 
  Wanda McDavid, President 
  Access/Information, Inc. 
 
9:50 - 10:00am Questions & Answers 

from Stacey Bowers, Outreach & Instructional Services Coordinator 
at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law in Denver, Colorado 

Bell Policy Center's analyses on proposed ballot 

initiatives 
http://www.thebell.org/node/1231 

Protect Colorado's Communities 
http://protectcoloradoscommunities.net/ 

Andrew Romanoff 
http://www.andrewromanoff.com/content/home/ 

BHAG Colorado - the Colorado Public Library Advocacy Initiative 
http://bhagcolorado.blogspot.com 

Colleague Connection, cont. 

Colleague Connection Reception 

Photo by Robert Linz 

mailto:sbowers@law.du.edu
http://www.thebell.org/node/1231
http://protectcoloradoscommunities.net/
http://www.andrewromanoff.com/content/home/
http://bhagcolorado.blogspot.com/
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Minutes, CoALL Board Meeting, October 9, 2009 

Colorado Association of Law Libraries 
Board Meeting 

December 10, 2009, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, Denver, Colorado 

 

Present at meeting:  Diane Forge Bauersfeld (Library School/Recruitment Liaison), 
Stacey Bowers (Member at Large), Tom Duggan (Membership Chair), Kelly Fan-
ning, (Secretary), Katie Lynn (Scuttle Editor), Madeline Cohen (Government Rela-
tions Chair), Rachel Compton (Vice-President/President-Elect), Tracy Leming 
(President), Robert Linz (Treasurer), Meg Martin (Public Relations Chair), Beth 
Mescall (Member at Large), Holly Pinto (LAC Co-Chair), Karen Selden (Immediate 
Past-President), Esti Shay, Kathy Carlson (Grants & Scholarships Chair), Jean 
Wenger (AALL Board Member & Chapter Visitor) 

The meeting was called to order, and the minutes from the prior meeting were ap-
proved. 

I. Government Relations Report – Madeline 
AALL is working to put together state authentication working groups, and Madeline 
is in charge of Colorado’s group.  Madeline will let the board know more informa-
tion about this at a later date.  In addition, the reauthorization of the Patriot Act is a 
current issue.  An amendment that was not passed would have eliminated the Act’s 
provision allowing security reports to be released.  Basically, nothing has changed in 
terms of national security letters that go out to information providers. 

II.  President's Report – Tracy 
 A.  Bylaws - Everyone voted in favor of the amendment of the bylaws.  Tracy 
will take action to get these submitted to AALL and posted on the website. 

 B.  Colleague Connection – This occurs each April.  It is CoALL's turn to 
host, and Tamara Phalen has volunteered to chair.  Contact her if you have speakers 
to suggest or would like to volunteer. 

III.  Library School Liaison Report – Diane 
Diane would like to have Madeline and Stacey speak to the DU Library School stu-
dent community about law librarianship, dovetailing at the end of classes.  Diane 
will advertise this and place the information on the student listserv.  Tracy suggests 
spending $30 per talk on cookies and drinks.  Diane would like to hold one talk per 
quarter. 

IV.  Membership Report – Tom 
The new members are now on the roster.  We obtained two new members this 
morning.  Approximately ten members dropped out this year, although Tom con-
tacted each of them regarding their failures to renew.   

V.  Treasurer's Report – Robert 
Robert submitted a written report and briefly summarized it.  He has paid our P.O. 
Box renewal and filed our 990 form with federal government.  We have also com-

(Continued on page 19) 

by Kelly Fanning, CoALL Secretary 

Typing... 
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mitted up to $1500 to the next Spotlight Program.  

VI.  Chapter Spending and Budgeting Procedure Proposal – Robert 
Robert submitted a written proposal for the board’s consideration and summarized 
the proposal.  The board will discuss the proposal during the next board meeting.   
The proposal would establish a procedure for developing the budget for each follow-
ing fiscal year.  If we implement the proposal, it will likely take effect in March of 
2010. 

VII.  VIP Program Report – Karen 
Paul Chan, President Elect of CBA, is our chosen VIP, and Holly Pinto will be invit-
ing Mr. Chan in the near future.   

VIII.  Grants and Scholarships Report – Kathy 
Diane has won the library school scholarship, and she will receive her $1000 check 
during the holiday party this evening.  We do not presently have a budget for grants, 
although that would change under Robert's proposed plan.  There is at present an 
AALL travel grant available in the amount of $500.  The board discussed possibly 
splitting the amount between two people for registration fees to attend AALL in 
Denver in 2010.  At this point, we will solicit people to apply for the grant and will 
rename it the AALL attendance grant. 

IX.  Newsletter Report – Katie Lynn 
Katie did not have anything to report today. 

X.  Brown Bags Report – Beth  
The Brown Bag Schedule has been finalized and posted on the website.  The next 
Brown Bag will be in January 2010.   

XI.  Public Relations Report – Meg 
Meg did not have anything to report today. 

XII.  BRAG Report – Stacey 
Stacey has asked Colorado CLE to reserve space for a BRAG event in June 2010.  If 
the number of summer associates continues to decline, we may want to 
consider suspending the BRAG Program for a year.  

XIII.  Spotlight Report – Kelly and Esti 
RMSLA has approved funding the Spotlight Program in February 2010, 
and CoALL has agreed to fund the program, as well.  The Spotlight 
Committee has selected a speaker for the program, Lida Citroën, and is 
working on making the other arrangements and the related brochure.  
The theme of the program will concern building one’s personal brand.  
Robert offered to assist the committee with money managing issues.  

XIV.  Guest Speaker – Jean Wenger 
Jean thanked us for our warm reception and welcome to CoALL.  From 
AALL, a big thank you for all of our local arrangements work for the 
annual conference in 2010.  Jean discussed the new awards that AALL 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 

Minutes, cont. 

Typing... 
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has created for members and noted the new AALL To Go website and the new AALL 
Career Center.  She also said the CoALL Board may want to consider linking infor-
mation from the Scuttle to the new AALL Tools for Success Wiki.   

XV.  AALL Annual Conference Local Arrangements Report – Holly 
Holly mentioned that the committee had chosen a DJ for the closing reception who 
will let us request songs online prior to the reception.  In addition, a pianist from the 
Brown Palace will play during the cocktail hour and dinner on the night of the clos-
ing reception.  The committee, through Teresa Baker, is working on annual confer-
ence website and plans to link to a website that Visit Denver has created.  Please 
contact Holly if you need any additional information. 

XVI.  Additional Business –  
In early 2010, Kathy will ask for volunteers to host the no-host dinners at the AALL 
Annual Meeting in Denver in July 2010. 

Tracy said we will need to create a nominations committee.  Karen responded that, 
as the immediate past president, she will chair the committee and will contact the 
prior committee members to ask them if they wish to serve again.   

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday March 4, 2010, at 4:15 PM.  

The meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Kelly Fanning 
CoALL Secretary 

(Continued from page 19) 
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And more typing... 

In March, AALL dues invoices for 2010-2011 will mail out to all library directors for 
their institutionally paid memberships and to all other individual members. The 
deadline for membership renewal is May 31. 

This year, when you renew early—by May 1—you will be entered in a drawing for a 
free 2010 AALL Annual Meeting and Conference registration. If you renew on 
time—by May 31—you'll be entered in a drawing for a free 
AALL webinar of your choice in 2010-2011. Following is the 
2010 membership renewal schedule: 

 March: First dues invoices mailed out. 

 May: Second dues invoices mailed out. 

 June: Final dues invoices mailed out. 

 July: Expiration notices e-mailed to all members—

individuals and those paid by institutions. 

 August 1: Expired members deleted from the AALL mem-

bership database and access to the AALLNET Members 

Only Section and Law Library Journal and AALL Spectrum 

subscriptions discontinued. 

Renew Your AALL Membership Early for a Chance to Win a Free 

2010 AALL Annual Meeting Registration 

For more information 

or to renew your 

membership online, 

view the application 

form on AALLNET.  

 

If you have any 

questions about your 

membership renewal, 

contact AALL 

Headquarters at 

membership@aall.org 

or 312/205-8022. 

http://www.aallnet.org/about/join.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/about/join.asp
mailto:membership@aall.org
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Balances 
Checking Account 

Previous Balance  $2,690.47 (As of December 10, 2009) 
Deposits  $1,349.47 
   $5,173.37 Transfer from CD#2 
Withdrawals  $1,772.47 
 Scholarships $27.50  AALL dues (partial) - Esti Shay 
 Operating $437.97  Holiday Party 
 Programs $1,307.00 Spotlight Speaker, Caterer 
Current Balance  $7,440.84 

Certificate of Deposit (First) 
Amount  $5,307.60 
Term   13 months 
Maturity Date  8/29/2010 
Int. Rate (APY)  0.40% 

Certificate of Deposit (Second) Cashed Out; Deposited into Checking 
 

Details 
Chapter Business 

1.  Spotlight Preliminary Figures 
a.  About a $500 loss 
b. CoALL will split the loss with RMSLA resulting in about a $250 cost to 
CoALL 

2.  Proposal: Setting Up Bill Pay (free) 

Treasurer’s Report, March 4, 2010 

by Robert Linz, CoALL Treasurer 

The May CoALL happy hour will be in Denver, Colorado. Please join us for conver-
sation and the beverage of your choice!  (You do not need to RSVP). 

When: Monday, May 10th 
 5pm-ish till ??? (Happy Hour runs until 6:30pm) 

 Where: Rialto Cafe - Happy Hour Menu 
            934 16th Street 
            Denver, CO 80202 
            (303) 893-2233 

The Rialto is on the 16th Street Mall, and is accessible via public 
transportation. map  

May CoALL Happy Hour 

from Tamara Phalen, Catalog Librarian at Brownstein, Hyatt 
Farber Schreck in Denver, Colorado 

http://www.rialtocafe.com/
http://www.rialtocafe.com/happyhour.html
http://maps.google.com/maps?rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&oe=UTF-8&rlz=1I7EGLC&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=rialto+cafe&fb=1&gl=us&hq=rialto+cafe&hnear=Denver,+CO&cid=0,0,7222456782851653043&ei=NB7PS4jiPJOqswPOm4mvDg&sa=X&oi=local_result&ct=image&resnum=1&ved=0C
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Amy Levine 
 

I am the new Head of Reference and Research for the 10th Circuit US Courts 
Library located in Denver. Before moving to Denver,  I was a  Reference Li-
brarian at the Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law at Arizona State Univer-
sity in Tempe, AZ.  I went to law school a hundred years ago at William 
Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, MN and I received my MLIS at the Uni-
versity of Arizona in Tucson. I have been married to Howard for 20 some-
thing years (but who's counting), I have 3 children, Daniel, Jake and Nina 
and 3 English Springer Spaniels named Lily, Reggie and Truffles. 

 

Trish Buckley 
After 13 years as a Reference 
Librarian at Sherman & Howard 

LLC here in Denver,  I moved to the 
East Coast in 1998.  I worked for 3 years 
as a solo librarian for a law firm of 25 
attorneys in Burlington, Vermont.  I 
then moved to Philadelphia where I 
worked for the past 9 years for Fox 
Rothschild LLP, a law firm of 500 attor-
neys in 15 locations.  My three law firm 
experiences were quite different from 
each other, but I enjoyed them all. 

 I am very happy to be back in beautiful 
Colorado (which is "home" to me), and 
eager to return to the world of law li-
braries once again. 

New Member Focus 

Trish Buckley 
Returning Member 
Arvada, CO 
 

Rebekah Henderson 
MLIS Student 
Denver, CO 
 

Druet Cameron Klugh 
Senior Reference Librarian/
Bibliographer (returning mem-
ber) 
University of Iowa Law Library 
Iowa City, IA 

 

Amy Levine 
Head of Reference 
US Courts Library 
Denver, CO 

Welcome to New CoALL Members 

Welcome Sign 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/davidking/9396717/sizes/s/ 

by davidking 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/davidking/9396717/sizes/s/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/davidking/
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Barbara Bintliff, law library director at the University of Colorado in Boulder, 
will succeed Roy Mersky as the director of the Tarlton Law Library at the University 
of Texas Law School in Austin, Texas. She will also lead the new Texas dual MSIS/
Juris Doctor Degree program.   

Andrea Hamilton of Faegre & Benson authored the most recent Legal Re-
search Corner article for The Colorado Lawyer, "Putting Google Scholar to the Test 
on Patent Research." It appears in the May 2010 issue (v.39, n. 5, page 79) and has 
been posted on the CoALL Web site: http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/
lrc0510.pdf . 

Kelly Fanning of Holme Roberts & Owen authored a Legal Research Corner 
article for The Colorado Lawyer, "Competitive Intelligence Resources for Law 
Firms." It appears in the February 2010 issue (v.39, n. 2, page 53) and has been 
posted on the CoALL Web site: http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/
lrc0210.pdf. 

Claire Williamson and Sylvia Hall-Ellis were included  (with Stacey 
Bowers) in the Wolters Kluwer Law & Business Grant Program award for the pro-
ject, "Reintroducing the Value of Law Librarians to Public Librarians through the 
Identification and Use of Emerging Technologies and Resources."  

Congratulations! 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/lrc0510.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/lrc0510.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/lrc0210.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/lrc0210.pdf
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By: Ellen Ruppel Shell 
 

If you enjoy books like In Defense of Food (Michael Pollan) and Nickel and Dimed 
(Barbara Ehrenreich), you would likely take pleasure in reading Cheap: the High 
Cost of Discount Culture. 

In this accessible but moderately substan-
tial volume, author Ellen Ruppel Shell 
somewhat combines the techniques used in 
both Defense and Nickel.  In chapters one 
through three she takes the reader through 
a history of retail in the United States, ex-
plaining how our system evolved – low 
priced goods used to be avoided as the low 
price signaled that they didn’t carry the in-
herent quality and durability that consum-
ers expected. 

She then takes the reader on a tour of how 
the human mind works when presented 
with pricing quandaries.  From the ―illusion 
of objectivity‖ to the concept of 
―anchoring‖, unless you have studied ad-
vertising or consumer behavior in depth 
these ideas will be new and eye-opening to 
say the least! 

Chapters four through nine are for the most 
part dedicated to examining a number of 
major factors in the discount trade: outlet 
malls, cheap food in enormous quantities, 
dollar stores, the effects of China on the 
global workforce, etc.  While Walmart is 
covered as expected, other less vilified pur-
veyors of ―cheap‖ are also given treatment.  
Ikea anyone? See Death of a Craftsman, 
Chapter Six. 

The final chapter is entitled The Perfect Price. While Ruppel Shell doesn’t offer any 
solutions to the current discount culture, she does leave us with two examples to 
aspire to – Wegmans and Costco.  A grocery chain in the Northeast, Wegmans has 
managed to treat its employees more than humanely while at the same time giving 
its customers a fair deal.  Costco has likewise paid its employees a living wage 
(average: $18.15 per hour) while managing to thrive in the process. Seems like treat-
ing your employees and customers right may cost a bit more, but maybe that some-
what higher price is actually just right. 

 

Cheap: the High Cost of  Discount Culture 

Book review by Alicia Brillon, Reference Librarian at the 
University of Colorado Law Library in Boulder, Colorado 

Walmart $4.88 laptop 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/zieak/1389753672/ 

by Ryan McFarland  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/zieak/1389753672/
http://www.zieak.com
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P.O. Box 13363 

Denver, CO 80201  

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/ 

coall1977@gmail.com  

 

Colorado Association of   

Law Libraries The Colorado Association of Law Libraries (CoALL) is an organi-

zation of law libraries dedicated to promoting librarianship, de-

veloping and increasing the usefulness of law libraries, cultivat-

ing the science of law librarianship, and fostering a spirit of coop-

eration among the members of the profession, particularly those 

in Colorado. 

 

CoALL is a member of the American Association of Law Libraries. 

Brown Bag Lunches 
See page 14 
 

Happy Hour 
May 10, 2010 
 

BRAG 
June 8, 2010 
 

CoALL Annual Meeting 
June 10, 2010 

AALL Annual 

Meeting 
Denver, CO 
July 10-13 

Events 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/
mailto:coall1977@gmail.com
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/
http://www.aallnet.org/

