
CoALL President’s Message—April 2009 
Special points of interest: 

 

 First electronic elections! 

 A View from upside down! 

 LOTS of AALL announcements! 

 Spotlight & Social Networking! 

Spring 2009 

Colorado 

Association of   

Law Libraries 

Volume 19, Issue 2 

Scuttle Newsletter 

Inside this issue: 

CALI 3 

Happy Hour 4 

Walking Upside Down 4 

Take the Lead 5 

CoALL Grants 5 

2010 LAC 6 

CoALL Facebook & LinkedIn 7 

CoALL Election 8 

Ubuntu, Part II 9 

Brown Bag Lunches 12 

New Members 13 

Congratulations! 13 

Spotlight 14 

AALL2Go 14 

Ready, Set…TWEET! 15 

Colleague Connection 16 

BRAG 2009 17 

CoALL Library View 18 

AALL Schedule Builders 19 

AALL Announcements 21 

Book Review 23 

Our chapter has accomplished quite a bit since my last president's letter, which I 
wrote in January.  For one thing, 
we have finally moved into the 
21st Century by amending our 
bylaws to allow electronic voting 
and distribution of ballots.  We 
also collaborated with RMSLA to 
put on an amazing Spotlight on 
Your Career in February, and 
Beth Mescall has improved the 
brown bag series with quite a few 
clever innovations.  CoALL has 
also developed a presence on 
Facebook and LinkedIn, two of 
the largest online social networks.  
Finally, Theresa Baker has added 
a page to our website for Policies, Guidelines and Forms to make it easier for us to 
collaborate and pass on our lessons learned to future CoALL volunteers. 

We have a lot more to do, though.  For one thing, we need to fill out the Policies 
Guidelines and Forms page, so I'd really appreciate it if you would send any files 
that you think might be useful to CoALL volunteers to Theresa Baker as soon as pos-
sible.  Also, the Local Arrangements Table needs some help staffing our table at the 
Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. in July.  If you are planning to go to the meet-
ing, please contact Holly Pinto to discuss which slot(s) you can cover.  This does not 
have to be a huge commitment -- even one hour would be helpful.  And speaking of 
the annual convention . . . if you would like to go and need financial assistance, be 
sure to keep an eye out for announcements about travel and registration grant appli-
cations, because those deadlines are coming right up. 

One final note…The last few months have been tough for a 
lot of us, both financially and mentally.  I am proud of us 
for continuing to contribute so much to this profession in 
spite of these difficulties, and I look forward to seeing how 
we will all adapt and grow stronger during the rest of the 
year. 

 

Tracy Leming 
CoALL President 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/private/policies.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/private/policies.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/private/policies.asp
mailto:tbaker@law.du.edu
mailto:hpinto@hollandhart.com
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libraries. To apply or 
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The Scuttle Newsletter is 
published four times a year. 
T h e  p u r p o s e  i s  t o 
communicate information to 
its members. CoALL does not 
assume responsibility for the 
statements of contributors. 
Views or opinions expressed 
herein do not necessarily 
reflect the views or policies of 
the Colorado Association of 
Law Libraries. The Scuttle is 
not copyrighted, however, 
permission should be sought 
from the authors and credit 
given when quoting or 
photocopying material from 
this publication.  
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As posted on the Law Librarian Blog: http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/
law_librarian_blog/2009/03/tools-for-chang.html. 

Mark your calendars! The CALI (Computer Assisted Legal Instruction) Conference 
is coming to Boulder this summer.  

Tools for Change: CALI's Annual Conference 
19th Annual Conference for Law School Computing 
Thursday to Saturday, June 18 - 20 2009 
University of Colorado Law School, Boulder, CO. 

Registration and hotel information 

A preliminary agenda will be available around May 15th. Sessions that have been 
accepted so far include: 

 Firefox Add-ons for Legal Research 

 Rich Internet Applications with the Adobe Flash Platform 

 Crowdsourcing and Open Access v2.0: Harnessing the Power of Peer Production 

to Disseminate Historical Records and Legal Scholarship 

 Why is there Hot Pizza in my classroom? Room and Course Scheduling 

 Multimedia Tools for Law School 

 Cloud Computing, Web Services, and the New Web Stack 

 Coursecrafting: (def.) Mashing up legal research, moot court, skills training and 

instructional technology into something new and innovative! 

 Using LibGuides to build Legal Research Guides 

from Patty Wellinger, Reference Services Coordinator at the 
Univ. of Denver Law Library in Denver, Colorado 

AALL now provides members free access to the full set of online lessons hosted by 
the Center for Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction (CALI). With more than 600 
lessons covering 32 legal subject areas, these online learning opportunities feature a 
variety of interactive formats that make for an engaging, effective user experience. 
They are particularly helpful for new law librarians with little or no exposure to legal 
research. Obtain the access code through the Members Only Section of AALLNET. 

Free CALI Lessons 

CALI's Mission 
Statement 

 

CALI advances global 

legal education through 

computer technology, 

employs research, 

collaboration, and 

leadership to assist a 

diverse audience in the 

effective use of this 

technology in legal 

education, and 

promotes access to 

justice through the use 

of computer technology. 

 

http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/law_librarian_blog/2009/03/tools-for-chang.html
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/law_librarian_blog/2009/03/tools-for-chang.html
http://w.cali.org/conference/
http://w.cali.org/conference/
http://www2.cali.org/
http://www.aallnet.org/public/index.asp?reason=denied_empty&script_name=/members/cali.asp&path_info=/members/cali.asp
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The April CoALL happy hour has been scheduled to coincide with the CoALL Board 
Meeting on Wednesday, April 29th in downtown Denver.  This month's meeting 
place is Rock Bottom Brewery on the 16th Street Mall.  Details are below.  Please 
join us for conversation and the beverage of your choice!  You do not need to RSVP.  

When: Wednesday, April 29th — 5pm-ish-?   

Where: Rock Bottom Brewery 
   
  
 -  
 
From their website: Parking is validated in the Independence Plaza garage (directly 
under the restaurant) after 4pm Monday thru Friday and ALL DAY Saturday and 
Sunday. 

April Happy Hour 

by Tamara Phalen, Catalog Librarian at Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck, Denver, Colorado 

My granddaughter, Agnes, has a game she calls ―Walking Upside Down‖.  She bends 
over at her waist until she can look between her legs and backwards. She then grabs 
the hand of the nearest available adult and begins to walk. The ideal location for the 
game is the grocery store. I couldn’t help but wonder what she was seeing but knew 
that I would fall on my head if I attempted her jackknife stance. So I tried visualizing 
what she was seeing; bright lights on the open floor, fully loaded shelves hanging 
from the ceiling, and people flying about between the ceiling shelves. It was a really 
different image of what you might expect a grocery store to be. 

Our turbulent financial times have some of us feeling as though our standard 
orientation to our work world has been disturbed; almost as though our world 
has been turned upside down. Maybe instead of trying to ―right’ things we 
should take this opportunity to really examine our processes, procedures and 
value.  We can try a little ―Walking Upside Down‖.  

What is the true value we bring to our organizations? What is it that our cus-
tomers really want and need? Which of our procedures and processes are just a 
legacy or truly of value? Do we have skills and talents that can be of value to 
our organization outside our current roles? What can we do to enhance our 
organizations’ financial bottom line?  Will future grocery stores have shelves 
hanging from the ceiling? What will our future library look like? 

Walking Upside Down 

by Kaye Waelde, Manager of Research Services at Faegre & 
Benson, Denver, Colorado 

http://www.rockbottom.com/DisplayLocationRBR.php?FKLocationID=10064
http://www.rockbottom.com/DisplayLocationRBR.php?FKLocationID=10064
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For 2008-2009, CoALL will be offering a grant in the amount of $500 for atten-
dance at the AALL Annual Meeting in Washington, DC in July 2009.  

In addition, for 2009 only, CoALL has been awarded a free chapter registration 
from AALL Headquarters. This grant will also use the form on the CoALL web-
site:  http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/grantappform.htm . 

Additional Grant Guidelines:  
 Preference will be given, but will not be limited to, individuals who have been 

members of CoALL five years or less. 

 Grants and scholarships generally are not awarded to prior recipients. 

 Grants will be awarded on the basis of: 

 Proven or potential ability of the applicant 

 Promise of future usefulness and permanence in the law library field 

 Financial need 

 Contribution of the applicant to CoALL and/or the profession 

 Need for representation by a member of CoALL at the in-

stitute or meeting 

 

Please note that grant recipients are asked to share their conference 
or workshop experiences with CoALL members through participat-
ing in a brownbag or panel discussion or by writing an article for the 
CoALL Scuttle newsletter.  

To apply for a CoALL Grant, please submit the online form to Patty Wellinger, 
CoALL Grants and Scholarship Chair.  The application deadline is April 27, 2009 for 
the AALL grant(s).  

CoALL Grant Guidelines & Application Procedures 

from Patty Wellinger, Reference Services Coordinator at the 
Univ. of Denver Law Library in Denver, Colorado 

Law librarians in the early stages of their careers can get ahead in the profession by 
attending the 2009 AALL Leadership Academy, October 16-17, at the Hyatt Lodge in 
Oak Brook, Illinois. 

Train for leadership roles by acquiring both the self-awareness and strategies you 
need to emerge as a leader within your organization and the profession. Academy 
participants will use self assessment tools, group exercises, case studies, and skill 
practice to develop key signatures of leadership. Selected fellows will participate in 
pre-engagement exercises, be matched with a mentor, and receive ongoing leader-
ship development opportunities. 

 
Applications will be accepted May 1-June 30. For more information, visit 
www.aallnet.org/prodev/event_leadershipacademy.asp. 

Take the Lead: Apply for the 2009 AALL Leadership Academy 
 Identify and capitalize on 

your unique strengths 

while understanding how 

they may differ from 

others on your team. 

 Frame productive 

questions to understand 

your role in your 

workplace and the 

profession. 

 Expand your capacity for 

strategic thinking and 

decision mapping. 

 Increase your visibility to 

show the value you bring 

to your organization.  

 Learn to work effectively 

with varied personalities 

and bridge generations. 

 Grow your capacity for 

creativity, innovation, and 

fresh ideas.  

 Build trust by translating 

your values into a vision 

for your leadership and 

organization. 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/grantappform.htm
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/grantappform.htm
http://www.aallnet.org/events/index.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/prodev/event_leadershipacademy.asp
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Co-Chairs:  
Holly Pinto 
Director of Library Services 
Holland & Hart, LLP 
555 17th Street,  Ste 3200 
Denver, CO 80202 
hpinto@hollandhart.com 
303-295-8485 
 
Patty Wellinger 
Reference Services Coordinator 
Westminster Law Library  
Univ. of Denver Sturm College of Law 
2255 E. Evans Ave 
Denver, CO 80208 
pwelling@law.du.edu 
303-871-6479 
 

Closing Banquet:  
Tamara Phalen 
Catalog Librarian 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 
410 17th Street, Ste 2200 
Denver, CO 80202-4432 
tphalen@bhfs.com 
303-223-1413 
 

Daily Paper:   
Meg Martin 
Assistant Law Librarian, Public Services 
Wyoming State Law Library 
2301 Capitol Avenue 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
mmartin@courts.state.wy.us 
307-777-8564 
 

Excursions:  
Barb Allen 
Collection Services Coordinator 
Westminster Law Library  
Univ. of Denver Sturm College of Law 
2255 E. Evans Ave 
Denver, CO 80208 
ballen@law.du.edu 
303-871-6197 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibits:  
Karen Selden 
Catalog Librarian 
University of Colorado Law Library 
402 UCB  
Boulder, CO 80309-0402 
karen.selden@colorado.edu 
303-492-7535 

 

Family Social Hour:  
Robert Linz 
Assoc. Director & Head of Public Services 
University of Colorado Law Library 
402 UCB  
Boulder, CO 80309-0402 
robert.linz@colorado.edu 
303-492-2504 
 

Library Tours: 
Alan K. Pannell 
Head of Reference 
William A. Wise Law Library 
University of Colorado Law School 
402 UCB 
Boulder, CO 80309-0402 
alan.pannell@colorado.edu 
(303) 735-1867 
 

Dine-Arounds:  
Kathy Carlson 
State Law Librarian 
Wyoming State Law Library 
2301 Capitol Avenue 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
kcarlson@courts.state.wy.us 
307-777-7187 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Continued on page 7) 

AALL 2010 Local Arrangements Committee 

from Patty Wellinger, Reference Services Coordinator at the 
Univ. of Denver Law Library in Denver, Colorado 

Email to the CoALL list 

from Catherine Lemann, 

Alaska State Law 

Librarian & AALL Vice-

President 
 

 

Just a note to say I'll be 

interested in hearing thoughts 

about 2010. ... If you prefer, you 

can email me with ideas. And, of 

course, you have your local 

arrangements co-chairs, Holly 

and Patty. 

 

... 

 

I'm tentatively planning that one 

of my presidential initiatives will 

be to take a critical look at the 

annual meeting. But, that most 

likely means that any changes 

would not be implemented until 

after 2010. And, if we want to do 

anything different for 2010, we 

would need to plan early.  

mailto:hpinto@hollandhart.com
mailto:pwelling@law.du.edu
mailto:tphalen@bhfs.com
mailto:mmartin@courts.state.wy.us
mailto:ballen@law.du.edu
mailto:karen.selden@colorado.edu
mailto:robert.linz@colorado.edu
mailto:alan.pannell@colorado.edu
mailto:kcarlson@courts.state.wy.us
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Hospitality:  
Madeline Kriescher 
Acting Circuit Librarian 
U.S. Courts Library, 10th Circuit  
1929 Stout Street, Room C430E 
Denver, CO 80294 
Madeline_Kriescher@ca10.uscourts.gov 
303-335-2624 
 
Anne Lucke 
Reference Librarian 
Holland & Hart, LLP 
555 17th Street 
Suite 3200 
Denver, CO 80202 
aelucke@hollandhart.com 
303-295-8055 
 

Website Coordinator:   
Theresa Baker 
Information Technology Librarian  
Univ. of Denver Sturm College of Law 
2255 E. Evans Ave 
Denver, CO 80208 
tbaker@law.du.edu  
303-871-6323 
 
 

Registration:  
Wanda McDavid 
Director of Business Development 
Access/Information, Inc.  
234 Columbine St. #310 
Denver, CO 80206 
wanda.mcdavid@access-
information.com 

303-778-7677 
 
Beth Mescall 
Library & Information Re-
sources Mgr. 
Davis Graham & Stubbs, LLP 
1550 17th Street, Ste 500 
Denver, CO 80202 
Beth.mescall@dgslaw.com 
303-892-7451 
 

Volunteers:  
Esti Shay 
Reference Librarian 
Westminster Law Library  
Univ. of Denver Sturm College of Law 
2255 E. Evans Ave 
Denver, CO 80208 
eshay@law.du.edu  
303-871-6386 
 

Publicity: 
Holly Pinto & Patty Wellinger 

(Continued from page 6) 

AALL 2010 Local Arrangements Committee, cont. 

Downtown Denver 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/elcapitan/156114170/sizes/m/ 

by ElCapitan  

In anticipation of the CoALL 2009 Spotlight on Your 
Career focus on building professional networks, I've 
created a Facebook group for CoALL.  For more info on 
Spotlight, see http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/
rocky_mountain_chapter_sl/2008/12/spotlight-on-
your-career-2009.html.  To join the Facebook group, 
sign up for an account at facebook.com if you haven't 
already, then search groups for CoALL or Colorado As-
sociation of Law Libraries. 

Facebook for CoALL 

from Tracy Leming, Reference Librarian at Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck, Denver, Colorado 

Tracy also created a 

LinkedIn group for 

CoALL—check it out! 

mailto:Madeline_Kriescher@ca10.uscourts.gov
mailto:aelucke@hollandhart.com
mailto:tbaker@law.du.edu
mailto:wanda.mcdavid@access-information.com
mailto:wanda.mcdavid@access-information.com
mailto:Beth.mescall@dgslaw.com
mailto:eshay@law.du.edu
http://www.flickr.com/photos/elcapitan/156114170/sizes/m/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/elcapitan/
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/rocky_mountain_chapter_sl/2008/12/spotlight-on-your-career-2009.html
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/rocky_mountain_chapter_sl/2008/12/spotlight-on-your-career-2009.html
http://sla-divisions.typepad.com/rocky_mountain_chapter_sl/2008/12/spotlight-on-your-career-2009.html
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/156031/2EBDBC5902E8
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The CoALL Nominations & Election Committee is very pleased to announce the 
results of the 2009-2010 CoALL Executive Board Election: 

Vice President/President-Elect: Rachel Kuipers 
Treasurer:   Robert Linz 
Secretary:   Kelly Fanning  
Members at Large:  Beth Mescall 
    Stacey Bowers 
 
A big thank you to these CoALL members for being willing to serve on the CoALL 
Executive Board during the 2009-2010 term! 

In addition, the CoALL membership owes a tremendous debt of gratitude to Anne 
Lucke for coordinating CoALL's first ever electronic election. After investigating 
several possibilities, Anne recommended SurveyMonkey to administer the ballots 
and carefully set up and thoroughly tested the voting system before CoALL members 
were asked to cast their ballots. 42 ballots were received from a total of 87 eligible 
voters, for an approximately 48% ballot return rate.   

Special thanks and recognition also go to Committee member Ruth Lancaster for 
soliciting and carefully editing the candidate biographies and photos. The 
Committee routinely relied on Ruth's keen eyes and good suggestions throughout 
the entire nominations and election process. 

With thanks and best wishes to the 2009-2010 CoALL Board and the rest of the 
CoALL membership, 

The CoALL Nominations & Election Committee 
Karen Selden, Chair 
Ruth Lancaster 
Anne Lucke 

CoALL 2009-2010 Election Results 

by Karen Selden, Catalog Librarian at the University of 
Colorado Law School, Boulder, Colorado 

CoALL elections have gone electronic!  CoALL held a special meeting on Saturday, 
February 28 to vote on a proposal to change our bylaws to allow for the electronic 
distribution of ballots and electronic voting.  That proposal passed unanimously so 
the Nominations Committee undertook the task of researching and selecting the 
best electronic voting system for our association. 

In the end, SurveyMonkey was chosen for the 2009 CoALL election.  SurveyMonkey 
allowed the Nominations Committee to easily distribute ballots to eligible members 
and to send reminders to those who had not yet voted.  Voting was as easy as a click 
of a mouse!  Forty-two ballots were received from a total of 87 eligible voters, for an 
approximately 48% ballot return rate. 

If you have any feedback on the electronic election, please email Karen Selden, Anne 
Lucke or Ruth Lancaster.  Your thoughts are appreciated! 

CoALL 2009-2010 Election 

from Anne Lucke, Reference Librarian at Holland & Hart, 
Denver, Colorado 

Kelly Fanning, CoALL Secretary 

Robert Linz, CoALL Treasurer 

Stacey Bowers, CoALL Member at Large 

Rachel Kuipers, CoALL Vice President/

President-Elect 

mailto:karen.selden@colorado.edu
mailto:aelucke@hollandhart.com
mailto:aelucke@hollandhart.com
mailto:ruth.lancaster@access-information.com
mailto:aelucke@hollandhart.com
mailto:ruth.lancaster@access-information.com
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In Part One, I introduced the performance problems of Windows Vista and the in-
stallation process of Ubuntu Linux.  In Part Two, I discuss the usability of the Ub-
untu interface and its drawbacks. 

User Experience 
After booting into Ubuntu, I realized that this version of Linux solved 
one of my frustrations with Vista; the computer was fast again.  The 
boot-up and shutdown times are drastically reduced.  Booting up takes about a min-
ute while shutting down completes in a matter of seconds. In fact, the entire user 
experience is faster - accessing menus, opening and closing programs, accessing 
data drives.  The operating system becomes transparent to the user.   

The other notable difference is the user interface.  Ubuntu Linux provides a graphi-
cal user interface complete with icons and windows.  However, it is more similar to 
the Mac operating system than to Microsoft Windows.  The three available menus 
placed at the top of the screen are entitled "Applications", "Places" and 
"System."  There are a few shortcut icons to a web browser and an e-mail client as 
well as a clock / calendar and options for powering down the system.  Otherwise, the 
desktop is uncluttered, bathed in a reddish-brown color.   

(Continued on page 10) 

By Robert M. Linz, Associate Director and Head of Public Services 
at the University of Colorado Law Library, Boulder, Colorado 

Ubuntu: Alternative Computing, Part II 
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While the simplicity is refreshing, it is not as visually attractive as either the MacOS 
or recent versions of Windows.  Nonetheless, after some adjusting, the interface is 
functional and fast.  Users can improve the visual appeal of the interface by selecting 
fancier menus and choosing from one of several color schemes.  I chose a more visu-
ally appealing interface and have changed color schemes.  However, doing so did 
reduce the performance of the computer.  It was not as slow as Vista but neither 
nearly as quick as the default Ubuntu installation. 

Applications 
Regardless of speed, the operating system must be able to run useful applications to 
be adopted.   Truthfully, most users really rely upon only a few different types of 
applications.  These would include a word processor, spreadsheet, a web browser (or 
two), a music player and a photo organizer and editor.  To this end, the developers 
included a set of productivity and entertainment applications with the operating 
system distribution, some of which you may already be using.  

For office productivity, the distribution includes OpenOffice.Org, a free Microsoft 
Office compatible set of productivity applications. Written by Sun Microsystems 
(Sun), OpenOffice.Org includes a word processor, spreadsheet, presentation soft-

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 

Ubuntu: Alternative Computing, Part II, cont. 

http://www.openoffice.org/
http://www.openoffice.org/
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ware, and drawing program.  You can also add to it a database manager.  These pro-
grams are robust, fully functional and share a similar feel with Microsoft Office 
2003 and its predecessors.  Sun has even distributed a version (also free) of 
OpenOffice.Org for Microsoft Windows.   

For web browsing, the distribution includes Mozilla Firefox, which many of us al-
ready use in Microsoft Windows.  This version is as user-friendly and feature-rich as 
the Windows version.  While Google and Microsoft do not code a version of their 
web browsers for Linux, the developers of Opera do.  While I find both browsers 
fast, I have found Opera faster and easier to use and it has become my default 
browser in Linux.  Either way, both browsers render pages correctly and quickly and 
deliver a pleasing browsing experience. 

Ubuntu Linux also comes with entertainment applications and utility pro-
grams.  For a photo organizer and editor, it includes F-Spot and GIMP (GNU Image 
Manipulation Program), hardly household names.  However, Google has ported a 
version of Picasa to Linux.  Picasa is an excellent program for organizing your pho-
tos and doing minor editing on them.  Although it lacks a panorama feature, Picasa 
is suitable for most needs and is free.  For music, Ubuntu includes Rhythmbox, an 
adequate music player, capable of playing MP3 and WMA files among oth-
ers.  Beyond these applications, the operating system includes utilities such as a cal-
culator, text editor, messenger and a host of games.  For the visually impaired, it 
also includes a screen reader and magnifier. As Linux is an open-source, community
-based operating system, talented people are continually developing applications for 
Ubuntu.  Indeed, I located another music player, Audacious, and found a panorama 
photo stitching program.  Consequently, I am confident that I am likely to find addi-
tional programs, as needed.   

In the list of bundled applications, one program not mentioned is an anti-virus pro-
gram.  This would seem to be a curious omission and AVG does, in fact, produce a 
free version of anti-virus software for Linux.  But as I understand it, the architecture 
of the operating system makes it far less vulnerable to attacks.  Indeed, each user 
works in a protected environment, shielded from the core operating system 
files.  Consequently, the user needs to have administrator's privileges to install ap-
plications or process updates, thereby making for a safer computing environment. 

Finally, the operating system automatically checks for updates.  After I first installed 
the operating system, I was prompted to download and install over 240 up-
dates!  Subsequently, I am prompted to install a few updates every few 
days.  Amazingly, none of these updates has created additional problems. 

Support 
So, what support does come with Ubuntu Linux?  At one level, none at all.  As the 
software is created by a plethora of independent programmers, there is no single 
corporation or entity that backs the product.  At another level, however, there is 
substantial support.  Individuals have created an Ubuntu Community of developers 
and users.  In turn, these individuals support each other through user forums, dis-
tribution lists, IRC channels and knowledge base.  In addition, the individuals and 
companies, like Sun Microsystems, will support their individual products.  Finally, 
you can purchase technical assistance, if necessary.   

In considering this question, I asked how much support I have received from Micro-

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 20) 

Ubuntu: Alternative Computing, Part II, cont. 

OpenOffice.org 

 

Mozilla Firefox / Opera 

 

F-Spot 

 

GIMP 

 

Picasa 

 

Rhythmbox 

 

Audacious 

 

AVG 

 

Wine 

http://www.openoffice.org/
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/personal.html
http://www.opera.com/
http://www.opera.com/
http://f-spot.org/Main_Page
http://www.gimp.org/
http://www.gimp.org/
http://picasa.google.com/linux/
http://projects.gnome.org/rhythmbox/
http://audacious-media-player.org/
http://free.avg.com/
http://www.openoffice.org/
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/personal.html
http://www.opera.com/
http://f-spot.org/Main_Page
http://www.gimp.org/
http://picasa.google.com/linux/
http://projects.gnome.org/rhythmbox/
http://audacious-media-player.org/
http://free.avg.com/
http://www.winehq.org/
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Brown Bag Lunches 

Date Time Host Name Host Firm Topic or Speaker 

May 20, 2009 12:00—1:00 Dan Cordova  Colorado Supreme 
Court Library  

Code of Colorado Regula-
tions 

June 17, 2009 12:00—1:00 Tracy Leming  Brownstein Hyatt  Bookmarking, Pathfinders, 
and Intranets 

The Colorado Association of Law Libraries hosts a series of brown bag 
lunches.  Most of the brown bags are hosted by downtown law firms, and most are 
in a go-round format, which means that each attendee will have an opportunity to 
comment on the topic of the day. Topics will include libraries and environmental 
sustainability, copyright in law firms, customized delivery of news, bookmarking 
and pathfinders, ILS systems and more. The brown bags will generally be scheduled 
for noon on the second Wednesday of each month, but some exceptions will be 
made to that schedule. For more information, contact Beth Mescall, 303-892-7451. 

This is lunch! 

CoALL's May Brown Bag will feature Sean Mueller, a program assistant at the Colo-
rado Secretary of State's office.  Sean will explain and ask for input on the revised 
online version of the Code of Colorado Regulations, www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/
Welcome.do.  In particular, Sean would like to discuss the new CCR history feature, 
http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/CCR/CCR_view_rule_history.htm.  If you have 
time to look at that before the meeting, that would make the discussion 
more productive. 

The Secretary of State's office has generously offered to provide drinks and desserts 
for this meeting, while Dan Cordova has agreed to host.  We will be in the 
State Judicial Building in Denver, Two East 14th Avenue.  

Please RSVP before May 18 to Dan Cordova, daniel.cordova@judicial.state.co.us. 

This meeting is open to all librarians and library students.  There is no fee to attend. 

May Brown Bag 

by Tracy Leming, Reference Librarian at Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck, Denver, Colorado 

A huge thanks goes out to David Selden of NARF for coming down to Denver and 
delivering such an interesting and informative presentation, and to Terry Gould of 
the EPA for hosting and showing us around her Gold Standard LEED building.  

If you would like to see the slides of David's presentation, they are on the CoALL 
web site: http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/brownbag.asp. 

For further information, you can reach David at the address to the left. 

March Brown Bag 

from Beth Mescall, Library and Information Resources 
Manager at Davis Graham & Stubbs in Denver, Colorado 

David Selden 

National Indian Law 

Library/NARF 

1522 Broadway 

Boulder CO 80302 

 

dselden@narf.org 

 

303-447-8760 x106 

 

Indian Law Bulletin 

Service 

mailto:beth.mescall@dgslaw.com
http://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Welcome.do
http://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/Welcome.do
http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/CCR/CCR_view_rule_history.htm
mailto:daniel.cordova@judicial.state.co.us
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/brownbag.asp
http://www.narf.org/nill/index.htm
http://www.narf.org/nill/index.htm
mailto:dselden@narf.org
http://www.narf.org/nill/bulletins/ilb.htm
http://www.narf.org/nill/bulletins/ilb.htm
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Kelly Fanning 
Kelly Fanning is a reference librarian for Holme 
Roberts & Owen LLP in Denver.  She obtained her 
M.L.I.S. from the University of Arizona in 2003 
and her J.D. from the University of Arizona 
in 1994.  In addition to being a member of CoALL, 
Kelly is a member of the American Library Asso-
ciation, the American Association of Law Librar-
ies, the Colorado Association of Libraries, the 
Colorado Bar Association, the Wyoming Bar Asso-
ciation, and the Arizona Bar Association.  Kelly is 
married and has one son, who is in the fifth 
grade.  Prior to accepting the reference librarian 
position at HRO, she practiced law for a small civil 
litigation firm in Wyoming, worked for 
the Wyoming Attorney General's Office, clerked 
for two state appellate court judges in Arizona and 
one state trial court judge in Wyoming, worked as 
a staff attorney for the Arizona Court of Appeals, and served as a public librarian for 
the High Plains Library District in Weld County. 

Mary Arnold 
I have primarily worked in engineering and technical libraries  since the early 90’s 
as a paraprofessional and then a professional.  I received my MLIS in 1999 from the 
University of Pittsburgh.  My husband and I left Pittsburgh in 2006  for him to ac-
cept a position here in Colorado.  After a year of looking for work  I started my own 
business in 2007 and began consulting  where I could fined opportunities.   I  was 
introduced to Mark Estes, then director of HRO’s Library, in early 2008  and began 
consulting work  for  him.  I was made a full time librarian in 2009.  Networking is 
everything!   

New Member Focus 

Jennifer Sutherland 
Paralegal 
The Harris Law Firm, P.C. 
Denver 

Kevin Schiff   
Boulder 

Welcome to New CoALL Members 

Mary Arnold and Kelly Fanning 

David Selden is one of SLA’s twelve ―Green Champi0ns.‖ 
For more information, see the SLA press release. 

Wanda McDavid of Access/Information, Inc. authored 
the most recent Legal Research Corner article for The Colorado 
Lawyer, "Casemaker Revisited—A New Look ." It appears in the 
May 2009 issue (v.38, n. 5, page 91) and has been posted on the 
CoALL Web site: http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/
lrc0509.pdf. 

Congratulations! 

http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/pressroom/pressrelease/09pr/pr2908.cfm
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/lrc0509.pdf
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/lrc0509.pdf
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What do you think of when you hear the term ―social networking?‖  That 
was the question on everyone’s mind on February 28th at the 2009 Spot-
light on Your Career, co-sponsored by CoALL and Rocky Mountain SLA. 
Social networking, these days, is more than just a way to keep tabs on 
friends.  Online communities can provide people with invaluable re-
sources for finding jobs, connecting with colleagues, marketing services 
and sharing life experiences.  And that is 
exactly what Spot-
l ight  a t t end ees 
learned from keynote 
speaker Liz Ryan.  
Ms. Ryan, an award-
winning speaker, 

author and expert on the new 
millennium workplace, enter-
tained and educated the audi-
ence with her funny, sharp and 
edgy observations about online 
c o mmu nit ies ,  ent repre-
neurism, and corporate leader-
ship. 

(Continued on page 15) 

Spotlight on Your Career 2009—Building Your Professional Network 

by Madeline Kriescher, Acting Circuit Librarian at the U.S. 
Courts Library, 10th Circuit, Denver, Colorado 

AALL is proud to announce it is adopting a 
new, powerful, state-of-the-art learning 
technology, which will provide a new learn-
ing gateway to all AALL members. 

 

The new AALL2Go site will provide members with: 

 Online access to the AALL Annual Meeting program recordings, as well as ar-

chived Webinars, audio recordings, and video recordings 

 Continuing educational program handouts distributed electronically, adding con-

venience in an environmentally-friendly way 

 Advanced search capabilities, which will allow you to focus on your key areas of 

interest with maximum flexibility to find the materials where and when you need 

them 

 Online profiles so you can keep track of the continuing education programs in 

which you participate and determine areas where you need more education 

 

Stay tuned for more news about when the AALL2Go site will be available. 

Coming Soon: AALL2Go 

Linda Van Wert and Maura McGrath  

Stacy McKenzie from Jefferson County 

Public Library demonstrating Ning. 
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Much of Ms. Ryan’s motivational and thought-provoking presentation fo-
cused on the business applications of social networking tools, particularly 
LinkedIn.  LinkedIn, by its very design, is geared toward enhancing profes-
sional networks and business-oriented collaboration efforts.  Attendees who 
were unfamiliar with LinkedIn or who had not yet explored its full potential 
got a behind-the-scenes look at an amazingly powerful networking tool.  For 
those who have been using LinkedIn for a while, this was an excellent oppor-
tunity to learn some advanced applications and find out the hidden tips and 
tricks to make the tool more user-friendly.  Ms. Ryan also spoke about Face-
book, Ning and Twitter and how those particular online tools have increas-
ingly been used to network in the downturning economy. 

This year’s Spotlight included a new twist…hands-on demonstrations.  After the 
conclusion of the keynote presentation, attendees were invited to participate in sev-

eral tech demos of the tools 
that Ms. Ryan had dis-
cussed – Twitter, Face-
book, LinkedIn and Ning.  
The free-form and flexible 
breakout sessions allowed 
everyone to observe multi-
ple tools and ask questions.  
Although 15 minutes was a 
fairly short amount of time 
for each of the demos, the 
general opinion was that 

the format afforded a good 
overview of the tools and 
piqued everyone’s interest to 

go out and learn more.  Most said they would join LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter and/
or Ning or else update their existing profiles to take better advantage of 
the technology and expand their professional networks.  Some also 
said they would start using the tools differently, for example as a job 
hunting resource, an online collaboration tool, an expert locator, or as 
a marketing device for their library. 

So, after attending this year’s Spotlight on Your Career, the questions 
on everyone’s mind may now be:  Do you Twitter?  Have you friended 
anyone lately?  Are you LinkedIn? 

(Continued from page 14) 

Spotlight on Your Career 2009, cont. 

Rhonda Altonen demonstrates LinedIn to Mary Arnold, Pat Wagner, 

unknown, and Beth Tweed. 

Madeline Kriescher is demonstrating Twitter 

to Marti Cox, unknown, Maura McGrath and 

Diane Burkhardt. 

AALL is now on Twitter. Get up-to-the-minute AALL news by joining the AALLNET 
Twitter Feed. A separate 2009 Annual Meeting Twitter Feed is dedicated to updates 
on this summer’s Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. Sign up and stay connected!  

Ready, Set…TWEET! 

Claire Williamson and Tammy Phalen look 

on as Julie Cavender demonstrates 

LinkedIn. 

http://www.linkedin.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.ning.com/
http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/aallnet
http://twitter.com/aallnet
http://twitter.com/aall2009
http://www.aallnet.org/events/index.asp
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This year's annual Colleague Connection was held the evening of March 12, 
2009, at the University of Denver's Driscoll Center.  Approximately 100 people 
attended this year.  We first enjoyed pre-event time for engaging conversa-
tion,  tasty hors d'oeuvres, and com-
plimentary beverages, beer and 
wine.  The dinner and dessert were 
also superb.  

During dinner, the crowd heard from Colo-
rado Association of Libraries President 
Jody Howard, Addie Fletcher on behalf of 
the Colorado Council of Medical Librari-
ans, CoALL President Tracy Leming, and 
Wanda McDavid on behalf of the Rocky 
Mountain Special Libraries Associa-
tion.  The highlight presentation was given 

by The Honorable 
Dennis Gallagher, Auditor of the City and County of Denver, 
who previously served as a member of the Colorado House of 
Representatives and was a member of the State Senate for 20 
years following that.  He gave an entertaining speech that en-
compassed a collection of funny stories from his young life in 
Catholic school through his teaching career at Regis Univer-
sity, and his adventures in the preservation of library books in 
an academic setting, including the rescue of original handwrit-
ten diaries and their return to the Jesuit Order.  He also made 
a special point about the positive effects of being active in gov-
ernment and politics, from participating at the caucus level to 
keeping in touch with our legislators.  Librarians can and 
should let legislators know of areas of concern and might then 
commend  them for their attention to and support for librar-
ies.   

Special thanks should be given to the Colorado Council of Medical Librarians for 
coordinating this very successful event and to the following vendors for their gener-
ous support:  A. Rifkin Company, the Denver Bookbinding Company, MVT Equip-
ment, the National Network of Libraries of Medicine, Mid-Continental Region, and 
STATRef Scholars. 

Colleague Connection 

by Kelly Fanning and Mary Killoran, Reference 
Librarians at Holme Roberts & Owen, Denver and 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 
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Eighth Annual BRAG (Bridge the Research and Analysis Gap) 

June 3, 2009 

Colorado Bar Association 

1900 Grant Street, Suite 300 

Denver, Colorado 
 
 
I. Registration and Breakfast    8:00-8:30am 
 CLE 
II. Welcome/Introductions     8:30-8:40am 
 Mariann Storck 
III. Tips from a Young Associate    8:40-8:55am 
 Sara Stanley  
IV. The Research Assignment: Effective Communication 8:55-9:20am 
 and Smart Research 
 Margi Heinen 
V. Break       9:20-9:30am 
VI. Bridging the Gap: Colorado Practice Materials  9:30-10:10am 
 Alan Pannell and Alicia Brillon 
VII. Casemaker 101      10:10-10:35am 
 Wanda McDavid      
VIII. Break       10:35-10:45am 
IX. Colorado Legislative History    10:45-11:15am 
 Andrea Hamilton      
X. Cost Effective Legal Resources    11:15-11:40pm 
 Stacey Bowers  
XI. Internet Footprint/Social Networking   11:40-12:00pm 
 Rachel Kuipers        
 

The registration fee for the 2009 event is $55 until the day of the program. 

BRAG 2009 

from Stacey Bowers, Outreach & Access Services Librarian at the 
Univ. of Denver Westminster Law Library, Denver, Colorado 

 

Don’t forget to schedule 
time for the next BRAG! 
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At Holme Roberts & Owen (HRO), the library staff is on 
a mission to solve information problems in a timely, 
cost-effective manner.  As a private law firm library 
serving more than 250 attorneys and supporting staff in 
9 office locations, we keep a close eye on the bottom 
line.  We strive to help our firm to remain profitable 
and to limit research costs to our clients, while provid-
ing efficient and comprehensive research related ser-
vices.   

HRO has small libraries in seven of its offices, and lar-
ger libraries in Denver and Colorado Springs.  The Den-
ver Library is located on the 44th floor of the Wells 
Fargo or "Cash Register‖ Building in downtown Denver.  
Library staff in Denver and Colorado Springs collabo-
rate to provide virtual reference services from 8:30 am 
until 6:00 pm during the week and emergency on-call 
service over the weekend.  HRO's library staff includes 
our library director, three reference librarians, a techni-

cal services assistant, a library assistant, and one part-time administrative assistant.   

A few years ago, HRO reconfigured the Denver Library in order to make full use of a 
smaller space, eliminating case reporters from the collection and employing com-
pressed shelving over a reinforced floor.  There is  a comfortable collaborative space 
nicknamed the Knowledge Exchange Nook or "KEN,‖ and a research area with 
standing-height counters.  

The library collec-
tion includes ap-
proximately 10,000 
volumes, and we 
subscribe to over 
200 newsletters.  
Although we still 
have paper routing 
for many of our 
newsletters, library 
staff encourage the 
use of electronic 
routing when it is 
available.  Library 
staff rely heavily  
on databases in-
cluding, but not 
limited to, Lexis, 
Westlaw, BNA, RIA 
Checkpoint and HeinOnline.  While we continue to field the traditional reference 
questions regarding case law, statutes and legislation, library staff frequently re-
spond to inquiries relating to business development and competitive intelligence, 

(Continued on page 19) 

A CoALL Library View: Holme Roberts & Owen—On a Mission to 

Solve Information Needs Efficiently 

by the HRO Library Staff 
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necessitating the use of resources such as 10K Wizard, 
Merger Market, Zoom Info, and Dun & Bradstreet. 

HRO's library staff members are involved in promoting 
the library’s services to the firm’s many practice groups 
through various modes of outreach.  These include of-
fering our attorneys easy access to pre-recorded CLE 
programs via the library's online catalog, creating Intra-
net pages that focus on each practice group’s research 
needs, encouraging attorneys and staff to use e-mail 
alerts and news feeds relevant to their areas of expertise, 
conducting legislative monitoring for state and federal 
legislation of interest to different attorneys, and offering 
personal research assistance.  Our librarians also attend 
practice group meetings as library liaisons in order to 
better understand the ever-changing needs of each 
group.  Although our goal of efficiently meeting the in-
formation needs of all HRO employees is a simple one, library staff members are 
constantly collaborating with each other and innovating in order to improve upon 
our information resources and services.   

(Continued from page 18) 

A CoALL Library View, cont. 

For those CoALL members who 
are planning to attend the AALL 
Annual Meeting, Tom Boone (a 
reference librarian at Loyola 
Law School's library) created a 

website where you can create a customized schedule of your AALL Annual Meeting 
programs, meetings & events: http://scheduaall.tomboone.com/. 

You can also take advantage of the My Conference Planner provided by AALL. For 
more details, see the April 2009 Annual Meeting Update. 

AALL Schedule Builders 

from Karen Selden, Catalog Librarian at the University of 
Colorado Law School, Boulder, Colorado 

http://scheduaall.tomboone.com/
http://www.aallnet.org/events/am-update-200904.asp#3
http://scheduaall.tomboone.com/
http://www.aallnet.org/events/am-update-200904.asp#3


Scuttle Newsletter Page 20 

soft on its products.  Essentially, none at all.  While you can contact Microsoft for 
technical support and I have done so on at least one occasion, I have not generally 
looked to Microsoft for help. In fact, I have found the best method is to scour fo-
rums, user groups and Microsoft’s own Knowledge Base for help.  In essence, I have 
been using the open source model of relying upon other users for help.   

Challenges 
Despite the success I've had with Ubuntu Linux, there are challenges.  First, there 
are fewer software options.  I subscribe to digital magazines, which I read using the 
Zinio Reader.  However, Zinio does not produce a copy of its reader for Linux.  For 
users of financial software, the two most popular programs - Microsoft Money and 
Intuit Quicken - do not run on Linux, although there are other Linux financial man-
agement programs.  While there are a few choices for photo editing, I really would 
prefer to use one of the Adobe Photoshop programs.  Adobe does not code a version 

of these programs for Linux.  For these programs and similar pro-
grams, I'll still need to use a Windows-based PC. 

Programmers have created a Windows-emulation program for Linux.  
It is called Wine, presumably for WINdows Emulation.  In order to 
run these Windows programs, I installed Wine.  However, it was not 
a workable solution.  After Wine is installed, it provides the neces-
sary files and structure Windows programs need to run in Linux.  
Wine also allows for easy installation of Windows programs.  I tested 
Wine with the Zinio Reader, Adobe Photoshop Elements 5 and 
Adobe Photoshop Elements 7.  Both Reader and Elements 7 do run 
in the Wine.  However, neither program ran particularly well, mainly 
because features of the program wouldn’t work properly.  This either 
caused the program to crash or behave oddly.  Elements 5 was essen-
tially unusable as it could not read the photo catalog it needs to work 
properly. 

While installation of the Windows programs was easy under Wine, some of the 
Linux program installations do require a greater amount than usual of technical 
ability, the second challenge of Ubuntu Linux.  While the more popular programs 
practically install themselves, others require the user to identify the correct distribu-
tion of Linux, download the appropriate files and then un-pack and install 
them.  This is not always a straight-forward process.  Understandably, most users 
will be put off by that process.   

Conclusion 
Not long ago, Linux was the operating system that required users to possess some 
technical skills and a willingness to "work" the interface.  Ironically, today Microsoft 
Windows Vista has become that environment in which users need to tweak the sys-
tem to make it work.  While Ubuntu Linux is not for everyone, it certainly is a viable 
(and absolutely free) alternative to Windows Vista.  Still, as a technology manager, I 
would not roll out an installation across an organization.  Perhaps as another home 
hobby project, I’ll install the server version on another computer, and test its net-
working capabilities. 

In the meantime, Ubuntu Linux is a suitable operating system on my personal com-
puter.  In fact, the more I use it, the less I think about the operating system and the 
more I focus on my tasks at hand.  It just works.  After all, isn't that the way comput-
ing should be? 

(Continued from page 11) 

Ubuntu: Alternative Computing, Part II, cont. 

https://www.zinio.com/account/download-reader-page.jsp?pm=yes
http://www.winehq.org/
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AALL members now have the chance to view six popular Webinars presented Octo-
ber 2008-February 2009 in the Members Only Section of AALLNET: 

 Twenty Essentials for the Effective Speaker 

 How to Train Without Showing Up 

 Law Firm Library Budgeting for Hard Economic Times 

 Take the Lead: Journey to Authentic Leadership (free for AALL members) 

 C-ing is Believing- Next Steps for Library Success 

 Guided Tour of your AALL Membership (free for everyone) 

 
The links above are available for AALL members only. Nonmembers can access 
the 2008 Webinars and 2009 Webinars for a higher fee. 

Archived Webinars Available on AALLNET  

May 20: Libraries and Social Software 
Time: 12 p.m. EDT 
Sarah Glassmeyer, Reference Librarian at the University of Kentucky Law Library 
 

June 9: The Shared Electronic Resource Understanding (SERU): Can It Work 

in My Library? 
Time: 1 p.m. EDT 
 Judy Luther, President of Informed Strategies & Karla Hahn, Association of Re-
search Libraries 
 
Check the AALL Calendar of Events for more details coming soon. 

Save the Dates for Upcoming AALL Webinars 

The AALL Government Relations Office is pleased to announce an exciting new 
resource to help AALL members and chapters become effective advocates for 
law libraries. The Advocacy Toolkit for the 111th Congress: 2009-2010 is de-
signed to help you learn more about AALL’s ambitious legislative agenda. 

The purposes of the Advocacy Toolkit are to: 

 illustrate the many ways in which you can get involved in advocacy; 

 notify you of the latest action alert so that you can promote our legislative efforts; 

 present you with a comprehensive look at the issues and legislation we are cur-

rently working on; and 

 provide AALL members and chapters the tools you need to become effective advo-

cates on both the federal and state levels. 

 

The Advocacy Toolkit is available as a live document and as a PDF on the AALL 
Government Relations Office Web site. Sign up for the RSS feed to receive valuable 
updates, learn about AALL’s latest action alert, & monitor our legislative priorities. 

New Advocacy Toolkit for the 111th Congress 

2008-03-08 03-09 Washington 065 Capitol 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/

wm_archiv/2684937709/sizes/s/ 

by Allie_Caulfield  

http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=68
http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=69
http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=70
http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=67
http://www.aallnet.org/members/media_show.asp?mnum=71
https://aall.webex.com/aall/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=EC&rID=1269612&rKey=BC12097A308C9EAD
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=704143
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=710466
http://www.aallnet.org/calendar/
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkit/contents.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/
http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/toolkitrss.asp
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wm_archiv/2684937709/sizes/s/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wm_archiv/2684937709/sizes/s/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wm_archiv/
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New Tools for Success Added to AALL Wiki  

Many law librarians have been hit hard by the economic crisis. AALL is here to 
offer resources to help you get through it, especially the Tools for Success in To-

day’s Economy wiki. We encourage you to both use the resources and add more that 
would help our colleagues in law librarianship. Thanks to the members who have added 
resources so far. Here are a few examples of recent additions: 

 

 Saving Costs May Save Jobs – Take it Seriously 

 Networking is key to navigating recession 

 Take Proactive Steps to Avoid a Layoff 

 Finding Our Voices in an Internet World 

 Ask a Librarian—We’re at Your Service 

 PDL’s Public Displays of Law Library Books 

AALL dues invoices for the 2009-2010 membership year were mailed out in mid-March. 
To help in these tough times, AALL is offering a discounted membership rate for 
AALL members who are recently unemployed. The discounted membership ap-
pears online and in all public records simply as an ―Active‖ membership, but is billed at 
the student/retired rate ($55 instead of $218). The discounted rate is good through 
May 31, 2010. 

 

Unemployed AALL members should fill out the online form or contact AALL Member-
ship Services Coordinator Hannah Phelps (hphelps@aall.org or 312-205-8022) to sign 
up. 

AALL Dues Help for Unemployed Members 

The AALL Annual Meeting and Conference offers essential content to 
help you in your workplace and in your career–but you can’t be in six 
places at once and attend every session. This year when you register for 
the AALL Conference, you can pre-order the complete set of all 66 
educational program recordings and the keynote speaker ad-
dress in downloadable MP3 format for just $99 (members) or 
$149 (non-members). MP3 CDs will also be available for $199 
(members) or $299 (non-members). These prices will go up after 
the Annual Meeting, so be sure to pre-order with your registration. 

Get More for Less 

http://aallnet.pbwiki.com/
http://aallnet.pbwiki.com/
http://www.aallnet.org/sis/pllsis/newslett/Spring09.pdf
http://www.law.com/jsp/nlj/PubArticleNLJ.jsp?id=1202428657554
http://www.law.com/jsp/law/careercenter/lawArticleCareerCenter.jsp?id=1202428677451
http://publicdisplaysoflawlibrarybooks.blogspot.com/
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc/lrc1208.pdf
http://publicdisplaysoflawlibrarybooks.blogspot.com/
http://www.aallnet.org/about/unemployed-member-form.pdf
mailto:hphelps@aall.org
http://aallnet.pbwiki.com/
http://www.aallnet.org/events/09_registration.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/events/09_registration.asp
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By Alec Baldwin with Mark Tabb 
 

In the Introduction to A Promise To Ourselves, Alec Baldwin gets right to the point:  
―lawyers, along with ineffectual judges‖ are a principal focus of the book.  That got 
my attention!  I braced myself for 200+ pages of what is wrong with the group of 
people charged with shepherding others through the experience of divorce.  I was 
not disappointed. 

Baldwin endured a bitter divorce and custody proceeding – one that lasted nearly 10 
years and cost him over $1 million. Given that experience, it is hardly surprising that 
he has a less than positive view of the legal profession.  He is convinced the system 
is corrupt, with judges carrying most of the blame:  ―They are cogs in a closed sys-
tem, one that they have allowed to evolve principally for their own enrichment, fi-
nancial or otherwise.‖ It was the judges who ordered him to seek anger management 
counseling, even while he was in London shooting a movie. It was the judges who 
seemed to take his wife’s word at face value, no matter how strongly he objected and 
provided others to dispute her views.  And it was the judges who denied Baldwin’s 
repeated requests to spend more time with his daughter. 

After detailing each event in his child custody proceedings, Baldwin ends with a 
chapter entitled ―Admonitions.‖ In it, he gives three reasons for why the family law 
system is such a mess: 1) the historical bad behavior of a small group of abusive/
neglectful fathers, 2) the area of family becoming an industry, and 3) the success of 
the feminist movement.  I’ll leave it to you to read about Baldwin’s specific thoughts 
on these issues!  Also in ―Admonitions,‖ Baldwin provides 13 pieces of advice which 

in his view would at least al-
low someone to avoid many 
of the pitfalls he encountered.  
From ―File First‖ to ―Put Your 
and/or Your Ex’s Drug and 
Alcohol Issues on the Table,‖ 
his suggestions are practical 
and likely would make any 
divorce go a bit more 
smoothly. 

In A Promise To Ourselves 
Baldwin has written a highly 
personal and detailed ac-
count of his custody struggle.  
While not an easy read or 
fodder for a beach vacation, it 
is an informative look into 
the legal system as it deals 
with family law, and would be 
a good book for anyone con-
templating divorce, if only to 
prepare themselves for what 
might lie ahead. 

A Promise To Ourselves: a Journey Through Fatherhood and Divorce 

Book review by Alicia Brillon, Reference Librarian at the 
University of Colorado Law Library in Boulder, Colorado 

“[Judges] are cogs in a 

closed system, one that 

they have allowed to 

evolve principally for 

their own enrichment, 

financial or otherwise.” 
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P.O. Box 13363 

Denver, CO 80201  

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/ 

coall1977@gmail.com  

 

Colorado Association of   

Law Libraries 
The Colorado Association of Law Libraries (CoALL) is an organiza-

tion of law libraries dedicated to promoting librarianship, develop-

ing and increasing the usefulness of law libraries, cultivating the sci-

ence of law librarianship, and fostering a spirit of cooperation 

among the members of the profession, particularly those in Colorado. 

 

CoALL is a member of the American Association of Law Libraries. 

Tools for Change: CALI’s Annual 

Conference (in Boulder, CO) 
June 18-20, 2009 

2009 AALL in Washington, DC 
July 25-28, 2009 

Brown Bag Lunches 
See page 12 

Happy Hour 
April 29, 2009, Rock Bottom Brewery 
May ??, 2009, TBA 

BRAG 
June 3, 2009 

 

 

Events 

See the 2008-2009 

Calendar of Events for 

more library 

happenings: 

 

http://www.aallnet.org/c

hapter/coall/CoALLCalen

dar.doc 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/
mailto:coall1977@gmail.com
http://www.aallnet.org/
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/CoALLCalendar.doc
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