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As we round the corner and head into the final 

quarter of the CoALL program year, ask yourself, 

“What have I done to get involved in CoALL?”  Have 

you attended a brownbag, gone to a happy hour, 

networked with fellow librarians at the annual 

Spotlight program, volunteered to work on a CoALL 

Committee?  There are still plenty of opportunities to enjoy the bene-

fits of belonging to our association.   

Colleague Connection is coming up April 9th at DU’s Event Center.  

Award winning science fiction author Connie Willis is the keynote 

speaker.  She is a strong advocate for libraries and librarians and 

should be an interesting speaker.  (See http://www.sftv.org/cw/ for 

more on Connie.)  This event is a great opportunity to network with 

members from other Colorado library associations, including librari-

ans from Rocky Mountain Special Library Association (RMSLA), Colora-

do Association of Libraries (CAL), Colorado Council of Medical Librar-

ies (CCML), The Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists (SRMA) and stu-

dents from DU’s Library and Information School.  It provides a chance 

to talk with colleagues to learn how they provide information services 

to their members and perhaps gain new ideas to help improve our 

own library services.   

On April 26th, plan to tour the new Colorado Supreme Court Library 
(Continued on page 2) 
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and then enjoy a drink at an after-tour happy hour.  If 

you have not yet seen the Supreme Court Library, 

you are in for a treat.  It is a beautiful space and an 

accomplishment for which Dan Cordova and the rest 

of the Supreme Court librarians can be justly proud.   

David Selden, of the National Indian Law Library, will 

be sharing American Indian law research tips at the 

April brown bag event.  June’s brown bag event is still 

to be determined.  Keep your eyes open for more in-

formation about these presentations coming soon. 

In May, CoALL will have our 3rd book discussion.  The 

book being discussed will be The Shallows: What the 

Internet is Doing to our Brains, by Nicholas Carr.  Pick 

up a copy of the book and be ready to answer Carr’s 

intriguing question, “Is Google making us stupid?”  

The discussion should be lively.  The location and fur-

ther details will be shared soon on the CoALL listserv. 

June 28th is CoALL’s annual meeting, held right after 

the regular Board meeting.  Board members are plan-

ning a summer evening member get-together that is 

still to be determined.  Last year, members enjoyed a 

Colorado Rockies baseball game along with after-

game fireworks.  Everyone enjoyed the event.  We 

welcome suggestions for this summer’s event, which 

you can pass on to any Board member.  

For those on the fence about attending the annual 

AALL conference being held in Seattle, July 13-16th, 

because of financial concerns, don’t forget to apply 

for a CoALL travel grant.   

In addition to learning and social events, don’t forget 

to do your civic duty and vote for the 2013-14 CoALL 

Board.  Ballots will be sent to members by April 1st 

and are due by April 15th.   

We are still looking for a Government Relations chair.  

(Continued from page 1) 

The commitment is minimal and is a great way to 

get more involved.  Contact Vice President, Made-

line Cohen (Madeline_Cohen@ca10.uscourts. gov), 

if you would like more information about the duties 

or would like to volunteer. 

As you can see, there are many ways to participate 

in your association this Spring.  I invite you to get 

involved and look forward to seeing you at an up-

coming CoALL event.   

About Scuttle 

The Scuttle Newsletter is published four times a 

year.  T h e  p u r p o s e  i s  t o communicate infor-

mation to its members. CoALL does not assume re-

sponsibility for the  statements of contributors. 

Views or opinions expressed  herein do not neces-

sarily reflect the views or policies of the Colorado 

Association of Law Libraries. The Scuttle is not copy-

righted, however, permission should be sought 

from the authors and credit given when quoting or 

photocopying material from this publication.  

Publication Schedule and Submissions—

Contributions are encouraged.  If you have an arti-

cle idea or would like to write a review or an article 

about your library, please contact us as directed 

below.  The Scuttle 2012-13 publication schedule is 

as follows: 

Publication Date Submission Date 

March   February 15 

June   May 15 

Photographs — We would like to publish photo-

graphs of interest to members.  Please send your 

photos as digital files in the JPG format.   

Editors—Robert Linz, Rachel Bentley & Meg Martin 

Contact Us—For questions, comments or submis-

sions, email Robert Linz, robert.linz@colorado.edu.  
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Reimagining Law and Film 

Justice Served in the Legal Comedy, 

Part II 

By Alan Pannell 

Head of Reference and Instructor at the University of  

Colorado Law Library 

 

Part I of this article looked at the origins of the legal 

comedy genre and how cinematic views of law and 

lawyers changed over time. Part II looks at a selec-

tion of contemporary legal comedies and analyzes 

how they built upon and expanded earlier themes. 

 

By the early 1970s, movies were depicting a largely 

discredited legal system. After the Watergate scan-

dal further tarnished the image of lawyers, the legal 

comedy largely disappeared for the rest of the dec-

ade. Law in comedy began to reappear sporadically 

in the 1980s, though in movies like the Goldie 

Hawn/Chevy Chase comedy Seems Like Old Times 

(1980), the lawyer characters serve mainly as plot 

points to kick off the mostly non-law storylines. The 

few memorable courtroom scenes over the next 

decade would appear primarily in non-law comedies 

such as All of Me (1984), A Fish Called Wanda 

(1988), Ghostbusters II (1989), Defending Your Life 

(1991), and Serial Mom (1994). 

 

Many of the legal comedies of the 80s and 90s fo-

cused more on critiquing lawyers than the legal sys-

tem in general. With the sharp rise of multinational 

corporations and the regulatory state, lawyers were 

increasingly seen as the problem, being greedy and 

cutthroat to the point of crossing ethical lines. In 

what might be considered a “self-help for lawyers” 

subgenre, a number of contemporary legal come-

dies have explored the notion that lawyers must be 

stripped of qualities that make them effective advo-

cates for their (often wealthy or corporate) clients 

in order to serve the cause of justice. An early exam-

ple is All of Me (1984), in which a lawyer (Steve 

Martin) must contend with having half his body tak-

en over by the soul of an ailing millionaire (Lily Tom-

lin) who causes him to be far more honest in court 

than even an ethical lawyer should be. Variations on 

this body-switching theme would appear again in 

1997’s Liar Liar, which featured a lawyer cursed to 

tell the truth for a day, and Trial and Error, which 

applied a Cyrano de Bergerac scenario to the court-

room. Although neither of these films provides 

much new insight, they are indicative of the public’s 

post-heroic view of lawyers during the last three 

decades. 

 

The true reemergence of the legal comedy began on 

television with the debut of the sitcom Night Court, 

in which a night court judge presides over a stream 

of nonsensical cases. Whether or not the title is a 

nod to the 1927 short film of the same title, Night 

Court closely replicates the plot and circus atmos-
(Continued on page 4) 
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phere of the earlier film. Considering the prior 

dearth of legal comedies, the show was likely the 

first humorous look at the legal system for a fair 

amount of the population. Despite poking fun at 

the legal system, the show was successful in cre-

ating lawyer, judge, and court staff characters that 

audiences loved. In one way or another, legal 

matters on the show generally worked out the way 

they should. 

 

The show’s creator, David E. Kelley, would go on to 

write for L.A. Law and create shows such as Picket 

Fences, Ally McBeal, and Boston Legal, all of which 

featured comedic elements to varying degrees. Un-

like most film and television writers, Kelley is a law-

yer himself, which makes it no surprise that he 

would want to revive the notion of lawyer as hero. 

In the late 80s, Kelley tried to bring this vision to 

the big screen as the writer for From the Hip 

(1987). Although it fell far short of its mark, it 

offers plenty of examples of what works and 

doesn’t work in a legal comedy.  

 

Released the same year as Wall Street, From the 

Hip featured as its lead character a lawyer (Judd 

Nelson) who perfectly fit the era’s stereotypical 

image of the arrogant lawyer who will do anything 

to get ahead. Of course we expect most legal films 

to present ethical dilemmas, but the problem here 

is that the actions of the film’s hero, the cleverly 

named Stormy Weathers, are not only unethical, 

but fully contemplated and carried out with sole 

intention of career advancement. By the time 

Stormy is crossing ethical lines for the cause of ac-

tual justice, it is difficult to view such actions as no-

ble, particularly since his primary goal is to bypass 

the hard work required to become an effective 

lawyer (illustrated by the complaint that he is 

“tired of research, proofing, filing”). Matters are 

not helped by the fact that after some initial scold-

ing, the judge becomes almost entirely disengaged, 

allowing the film’s showcase trial to devolve so far 

into a circus that it is hard to suspend our disbelief.  

 

No one should expect complete accuracy in any 

legal comedy, but From the Hip seems to want it 

both ways. As the film gets more serious, veering 

closer to legal thriller territory, the gimmicky court-

room tricks are presented as if they could possibly 

be tolerated in a real legal setting. While the film 

appears to serve up the justice we expect in a legal 

comedy, viewers with any real knowledge of the 

legal system are unlikely to find the outcome very 

satisfying, even in a comedic sense. Due to the in-

action of the judge and Stormy’s failure to zealous-

ly represent his client, there is simply no way to 

believe that the far-fetched outcome would not be 

overturned on appeal. At best, the film provides 

plenty of negative examples of behavior to avoid. 

 

The War of the Roses (1989) was one of the few 

films of the 1980s to offer any thoughtful commen-

tary about the state of law in America. Although 

not always recognized as a legal comedy—perhaps 

because there are no courtroom scenes—it can 

easily be thought of as a successor to the divorce 

comedy The Awful Truth (both films include sub-

plots involving the use of family pets as leverage). 

The film is presented as a cautionary tale told in 

flashback by the husband’s lawyer (Danny DeVito), 

who in a sense does rise to the level of hero lawyer 

through his commitment to ethical principles. He 

explicitly tries to warn his client (Michael Douglas) 

against an aggressive divorce, and refuses to sleep 

with his client’s wife (Kathleen Turner) when the 

opportunity arises. (Similarly, the wife’s lawyer in 

The Awful Truth advised her against divorce, even 

though it would mean sacrificing his fee.) Unlike 

the earlier film, however, the lawyer’s advice is ig-

nored here, leading to tragic results. Being a dark 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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comedy, justice is not served in the traditional 

sense, but there is a certain poetic justice in the fate 

the characters bring upon themselves. The clear 

message is that in matters of love and personal rela-

tionships, the law does not always work.  

Of special interest to law librarians is the fact that 

The War of the Roses is one of the few legal come-

dies in which legal research figures prominently in 

the plot, with DeVito’s character discovering an im-

portant civil code provision that ultimately leads to 

his client’s demise. (Trivia: The movie’s producers 

rented law books from the University of Toronto 

Law Library to use in scenes set in the lawyer's 

office.) 

 

The trial as circus theme reached its most literal mo-

ment in Jury Duty (1995), which has its main charac-

ter explicitly referring to the legal proceedings as a 

“three-ring circus.” Nearly unwatchable for anyone 

other than die-hard Pauly Shore fans, Jury Duty 

nonetheless offers more movie references than per-

haps any other legal movie, including nods to Legal 

Eagles, Witness for the Prosecution, and Judgment 

at Nuremberg. Most cleverly, a TV broadcast of 12 

Angry Men is used to change the course of the trial. 

If nothing else, the movie explicitly states the theme 

of this article when Shore proclaims to the onlook-

ing crowd, “Fear not, citizens! Justice will be 

served!” Librarians will appreciate the showdown at 

the court library, in which the villain is killed by a 

law book (“So that’s what these things are for!”). 

Like From the Hip, however, the triumphant ac-

quittal here can only be achieved through numerous 

ethical violations rather than any actual legal skills. 

Yet Jury Duty is more satisfying on a certain level 

since it is presented as fantastical farce from the 

beginning. 

 

In the midst of this circus, the biggest surprise was 

the release of My Cousin Vinny (1992). Based on 

previews, few could have guessed it would offer 

much more than a typical legal comedy with a few 

good one-liners. But like Adam’s Rib, this was a top-

notch production with quality writing, directing and 

acting (ultimately winning newcomer Marisa To-

mei’s an Oscar for her supporting role). It also hark-

ened back to the fish-out-of-water theme seen in 

earlier comedies. Here, it is actually Vinny (Joe 

Pesci) who becomes the circus of the murder trial, 

even though it is mostly unintentional on his part. 

His Jersey aggressiveness rarely works in his favor 

early on, but eventually helps him discredit a string 

of hostile witnesses.  

 

What makes My Cousin Vinny most satisfying in a 

thematic sense is that the victory here is hard won, 

with hurdles being overcome in reasonably realistic 

ways. Even the major ethical violation presented 

here (impersonating another lawyer) does not affect 

the outcome of the case and is duly admonished in 

the end by the judge. Unlike most of the other cir-

cus-like legal comedies, the case here is won due to 

factors that can determine success in the real world 

as well: evidence, observation, common sense, non-

legal knowledge, the clever use of props, and, above 

all, good legal skills.  

 

Much of the reason why Vinny is an endearing char-

acter is that he possesses none of these skills at the 

beginning. But unlike so many of the recent comedy 

lawyers, he realizes he is in over his head. Instead of 

trying to game the system, he works hard, with the 

help of his street-savvy girlfriend, to overcome his 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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incompetence (we see him several times poring 

over the Rules of Criminal Procedure) and ulti-

mately represents his clients zealously and effec-

tively. In this way, Vincent LaGuardia "Vinny" Gam-

bini can be seen as the first true legal hero of the 

contemporary legal comedy. 

 

A surprisingly under-represented subgenre is the 

law school comedy. Soul Man (1986), even though 

set at Harvard Law, was really attempting to make 

more of a comment on modern race relations than 

about law school. The Socratic Method (2001) is 

worth a mention only for being the worst and low-

est-budgeted legal comedy of the modern era. 

While it might provide a few laughs for a law stu-

dent movie night, its single useful idea is the clever 

concept of law flashcard poker. 

 

Legally Blonde (2001) was significantly more suc-

cessful, providing an updated counterpart to The 

Paper Chase (1973) and featuring a believable 

twist on the earlier film’s Professor Kingsfield char-

acter. Regardless of its far-fetched plot, the film is 

at least reasonably plausible by screwball comedy 

standards. As a character, Elle Woods (Reese With-

erspoon) is strikingly similar to Vinny Gambini in a 

number of ways: she is a blatant fish out of water 

once she arrives at law school; she initially manag-

es to use her quirky style and personality to her 

advantage by throwing her rivals off their game; 

she eventually has the epiphany that becoming a 

competent lawyer will require actual effort; and 

she ultimately rises to the level of lawyer hero for 

her client. The justice served here is actually 

earned to some degree due to legal skills, though 

as in My Cousin Vinny, non-law knowledge plays a 

key role in her courtroom success. 

 

Despite the critical and commercial success of both 

My Cousin Vinny and Legally Blonde, the question 

arises as to whether the legal comedy genre has 

reached its peak. One of the only true legal come-

dies of the past decade is the divorce comedy In-

tolerable Cruelty (2003), with George Clooney play-

ing one of his three lawyer characters to date. De-

spite being a decent attempt at old-school screw-

ball comedy, it failed to connect with either Coen 

Brothers fans or the general public. Perhaps audi-

ences have finally tired of the stereotypical 

cutthroat lawyer character. It may also be that the 

trial as circus theme no longer offers enough origi-

nal ideas for today’s audience. I would argue that a 

contributing factor to the decline is that the pub-

lic’s view of lawyers is changing yet again in some 

profound ways. 

 

In the last three years, the few notable examples 

of onscreen legal humor are found in non-law 

films. These films avoid the standard legal comedy 

conventions, yet they all manage to see justice 

served in their own unique and highly original 

manner. Alexander Payne’s The Descendants 

(2011), with George Clooney again portraying a 

lawyer, is particularly helpful for its cogent expla-

nation of The Rule Against Perpetuities. The good 

outcome here is achieved not through complex 

legal wrangling, but rather through more basic ide-

as of right and wrong.  

 

In the comedy drama Win Win (2011), Paul 

Giamatti plays a small town lawyer who veers off 

the ethical course by lying to a judge in order to 

inappropriately acquire the monthly guardianship 

fee for one of his aging clients. This is only one of 

several storylines in the film (from The Station 

Agent director Tom McCarthy), but it serves as the 

catalyst for many of the other plotlines and could 

be used as an excellent example in the context of 

teaching legal ethics. The lawyer character eventu-

ally sees the error of his ways and begins to make 

amends, but the outcome here is more complex 

and imperfect than in the usual legal comedy. It is 

more believable because it reflects real life. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The Flipped Classroom: Using Technol-

ogy to Create an Active Learning Envi-

ronment 

By Robert Linz 

Associate Director and Head of Public Services,  Universi-
ty of Colorado Law Library 

 

In the traditional model of education, instructors 

assign readings which students read before class.  

During class, the instructor reviews the assigned 

material, drawing the students’ attention to the key 

concepts.  Students may ask a question of the in-

structor and likewise, the instructor may call upon 

the students to clarify the materials and perhaps to 

explore a more difficult concept in depth.  In this 

model, students are passive learners, receiving in-

formation given to them by the instructor.  

In the flipped classroom, instructors use a blend of 

readings and technology to create a classroom envi-

ronment where active learning takes place.  The in-

structor still assigns readings to students and it is 

expected that the students will read the materials 

before attending class.  However,  instead of giving a 

lecture during class, the instructor may provide a 

video recording of the lecture which students watch 

before class.  The instructor will then use class time 

to engage the students using class discussion, group 

exercises and presentations, in-class assignments, 

online research practice, demonstrations and tutori-

als.  As students grapple with the material in class, 

they learn the concepts and skills by discovery and 

practice.  The students learn by doing and by teach-

ing other students in class.  The instructor serves as 

facilitator and guide, linking newly learned concepts 

and skills to those learned earlier in the course.  

Technology is a key element to creating the flipped 

classroom experience.  Beyond video recordings, 

instructors can use a broad range of technology 

tools.  These include online exercises, interactive 

guides, clickers, online surveys and quizzes, short 

instructional tutorials created using Jing or Camtasia 

software and even pre-recorded PowerPoint 

presentations with audio.   

In Fall 2012, the law librarians at the University of 

Colorado used the flipped classroom model to teach 

legal research to first year law students.  Students 

worked in small groups to complete three research 

assignments.  The students were required to use a 

combination of print and online resources.  The ex-

ercises provided information about the resource 

and they could read about the resource from a legal 

research textbook.  However, students also had the 

option of watching recorded Jing videos which in-

cluded a librarian providing voice instruction while 

she demonstrated how to use the resource.  After 

the completing the exercises, small groups of stu-

dents met with the librarians who provided the con-

ceptual framework for the exercise and answered 

any questions raised by the student.  Recently, the 

CU law library has used Adobe Connect to present 

live and record a webinar consisting of PowerPoint 

slides, audio and video instruction.  

These teaching technology tools can be used by any 

librarian who needs to provide instruction to their 

patrons.  Jing, which is a free program, is just one of 

many tools that enable teachers to demonstrate 

how to use a website or software program.  The tu-

torials and videos can then be distributed on a com-

pany intranet, library website or even a YouTube 

channel.   

While creating the components of the flipped class-

room can be time consuming, research indicates 

students will be more engaged in the learning pro-

cess and therefore more likely to retain the infor-

mation than in the traditional lecture model.  The 

technology tools make it possible to create this 

learning experience for a generation of technology-

connected learners.   
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Spotlight 2013 
by Esti Shay 

Law Librarian, Pikes Peak Library 

 

Kim Dority headlined this year’s Spotlight on Your 
Career event, presenting strategies for transitioning 
to new job opportunities, inside or outside of the 
library industry.  Ms. Dority is the founder of Dority 
& Associates, Inc., an information strategies compa-
ny, and she lectures at DU on alternative LIS career 
paths.  Focusing on marketing LIS skills to those out-
side of the industry, Ms. Dority explained how pro-
fessional equity – the combina-
tion of who you know, what 
you know, and what those 
around you know about you – 
can be sculpted and utilized to 
direct your career path and dis-
cover job opportunities.  
Attendees were provided with 
opportunities to network and 
discuss the class content be-
fore, during, and after the pro-
gram. 

 

Dority outlined six different 
avenues a librarian may take in 
searching for new job opportu-
nities, focusing the discussion 
on two of them: doing LIS work 
for a new company in an indus-
try unfamiliar with the LIS skills 
set, and finding a non-LIS job 
doing related work using trans-
ferable skills with either the 
same employer or a different 
employer in the same industry.  To illustrate the 
breadth of these opportunities, Dority shared a list 
of 127 “Alternative LIS Job Titles,” which she main-
tains on her website, infonista.com.  She encour-
aged attendees to send her suggestions of other job 
titles, as the list is continually evolving. 

 

LinkedIn was a major topic of conversation and a 
valuable tool that Dority returned to again and 
again, with suggestions on how to use the site to 
enhance your network, improve your job-hunt, and 
marketing yourself widely.  She called it “the intro-
vert's best friend for personal branding.”  Yet, the 
presentation was pleasantly light on buzz words and 
full of useful suggestions for redirecting one's ca-
reer. 

 

Spotlight on Your Career is an annual professional 
development event jointly pro-
vided by CoALL and RMSLA.  
This year’s program was spon-
sored by Thomson Reuters, 
Morgridge College of Education, 
and the AALL/Bloomberg Con-
tinuing Education Grants Pro-
gram.  In accordance with the 
grant’s requirements, the pro-
gram was recorded and will be 
made available to AALL mem-
bers.  A copy of Kim Dority's lat-
est book, LIS Career Source-
book: Managing and Maximiz-
ing Every Step of Your Career, 
was donated by ABC-CLIO and 
raffled off for attendees. 

 

If this topic piques your interest 
and you watch the recorded 
presentation, be sure to give 
the challenging Job Mapping 
Template exercise a try.  The 

exercise, plus Dority's recommendations for tone 
and focus, may help jumpstart efforts to draft the 
often-dreaded elevator speech. 

 

A Association Reports 

Reports of Events and CoALL Business  

Kim Dority speaking to the audience at Spot-
light 2013 on February 23, 2013 at the Universi-
ty of Denver. 
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Nominations for Executive Board 

By Robert Linz, Committee Chair 

 

The Nominations and Elections Committee would 
like to thank the following individuals for running 
for the 2013-14 Executive Board.   

 

Vice-President– President Elect 

 Kathy Carlson, Wyoming Attorney General 

 Chris Hudson, Colorado Supreme Court Library 

Secretary 

 Andrea McCullough, Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP 

Members-at-Large 

 Tim Fritz, Sherman & Howard LLC 

 Katharine Hales, University of Denver 

 

By April 1, members will receive a ballot by which 
they can vote for the candidates. 

Association Reports 

Date Host Moderator Host Organization Topic and Format 

  
Aug. 8 

  
  

  
Andrea 
McCullough 

  
Andrea 
McCullough 

  
Faegre Baker Daniels 

Annual Meeting  Round-Up Roundtable discussion with 
attendees of AALL, SLA and annual meetings sharing what 
they learned and any other pertinent information 

  
Sept. 12 

  
  

  
Tamara 
Phalen 

  
Tamara  
Phalen 

  
Sherman & Howard 

Book Discussion 
Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World that Can’t Stop 
Talking 

  
  

Nov. 14 
  

  
TBD 

  
Anne Lucke 

  
TBD 

Dawn McKnight, Colorado Bar Association CLE Publications 
Director 
Discussing print vs. electronic formats, how our patrons use 
CBA materials, publication decisions and more 

  
  

Feb. 13 
  

Dagfinn  
Senturia 

Dagfinn  
Senturia 

Holland & Hart Tom Seward, member of  CoALL and SCIP will present on 
competitive intelligence practices 

  
  

April 10 
  

David  
Selden 

Andrea 
McCullough 

National Indian Law 
Library/NARF 

David Selden will present on American Indian Law Research 
Tips 

  
June 12 

  

Mary  
Arnold 

Mary Arnold Bryan Cave AALL replay of “Finding Your Inner Nancy Drew: Public Rec-
ords Resources Online” presented by Bridget Gilhool and 
Jennifer McMahan at the 2012 AALL conference 

CoALL 2012 Holiday Party 

By Tamara Phalen 

 

On December 12, 2012, over 30 members and their 

spouses and friends gathered at the Holland & Hart 

library to celebrate the holidays.  Delena Jackson did 

a fabulous job decorating the library before the par-

ty, and Holly Pinto’s wine selections were on the 

money, as usual. We had quite a few of our new 

members join us for the festivities; it’s always great 

to welcome new people to CoALL!   As has been a 

tradition over the past few years, CoALL President 

Matthew Elisha announced that the CoALL Library 

School Scholarship had been awarded to Rachel 

Bentley, who unfortunately, was unable to join us for 

the evening.  Rachel lives in Ohio and will be moving 

into the Denver area this summer.   
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Committee Spotlight 

Government Relations Committee 
By Madeline Cohen, Committee Chair 

 

The charge of the Government Relations Committee (GRC) is to 
make membership aware of library-related legislative and policy ac-
tivity at the state and local level.  Additionally, the committee sup-
ports and promotes the advocacy efforts of the AALL Government 
Relations Committee and the AALL Office of Government Relations. 

The CoALL GRC is responsible for disseminating information that 
comes from AALL through the CoALL listserv and quarterly com-
mittee reports to the CoALL Executive Board.  Over the past several 
years, the GRC has hosted Sunshine Week events, participated in 
Library Lobby Day at the state capitol, and developed template letters to assist CoALL members in reach-
ing out to local legislators.  This committee offers many exciting opportunities for involvement in the 
CoALL and greater library communities. 

The CoALL GRC has been active since 2007, but is currently in need of new leadership.  You do not need 
to have legislative or advocacy experience to be involved with GRC, just the desire to be active in the poli-
cy aspects of our profession.  If you would be interested in chairing this committee, or would like to learn 
more about it, please contact Madeline Cohen (past Chair) at madeline_cohen@ca10.uscourts.gov or 
(303) 844-3591. 

Association Reports 

 

Finally, in Wes Anderson’s Moonrise Kingdom 

(2012), the law is never far removed from the plot, 

whether involving adoption, adultery, or runaway 

children. The film also offers some interesting paral-

lels to Adam’s Rib. Two of the parents (Bill Murray 

and Frances McDormand) are both lawyers who 

take their roles so seriously that they only address 

each other as “Counselor,” even when vacationing 

at their summer home. McDormand’s character, as 

a female lawyer in the 1960s, would have been 

something of a fish out of water in that era, though 

with her Hepburn-like steeliness, she would not 

have identified herself as such. Despite the whimsi-

cal tone of the film, it offers some valuable lessons 

in how to handle family law disputes, with an in-

ventive depiction of how mediation and cooperation 

can lead to satisfying results for all involved. 

 

It is hard to guess when the next great legal comedy 

will appear, but when it does, it is likely to reflect 

that law is no longer the mystery it once was. After 

all, most people today have had contact with the 

legal system in one way or another, whether posi-

tively or negatively. Chances are good that the most 

insightful observations about the law will continue 

to be found in comedies that eschew the usual con-

ventions of the genre and draw more creatively 

from real life legal interactions to portray the law on 

screen. 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Association Reports 

Chapter Leadership 2012-13 

Executive Board 

President     Matthew Elisha  matthew.elisha@hro.com 

Vice-President / President-Elect  Madeline Cohen Madeline_Cohen@ca10.uscourts.gov 

Secretary    Mariann Storck  Mariann.Storck@usdoj.gov  

Treasurer    Tamara Phalen  THPhalen@hollandhart.com 

Members-at-Large   Margie Heinen   MHEINEN@shermanhoward.com 

     Andrea McCullough andrea.mccullough@faegreBD.com 

Immediate Past President  Robert Linz  robert.linz@colorado.edu 

 

Committee Chairs 

BRAG     Open 

Brown Bag    Andrea McCullough  andrea.mccullough@faegreBD.com 

CoALL Student Committee  Bronwen Maxson bronwen.maxson@gmail.com 

Government Relations   Open 

Grants & Scholarships   Kathy Carlson  kathy.carlson1@wyo.gov 

Legal Research Corner   Andrea Hamilton Andrea.Hamilton@dgslaw.com 

Membership and Placement  Katharine Hales  khales09@law.du.edu 

Scuttle Newsletter   Robert Linz  robert.linz@colorado.edu 

Nominations    Robert Linz  robert.linz@colorado.edu 

Program Coordinator   Madeline Cohen Madeline_Cohen@ca10.uscourts.gov 

Public Relations   Tawnya Plumb  tplumb@uwyo.edu 

Webmaster / Listserv   John Moss  mossj5@comcast.net 

 

For further reading about the legal comedy genre, I 

recommend the following resources. Chapter 4 

(Courtroom Comedies) of Paul Bergman and Michael 

Asimow’s Reel Justice: The Courtroom Goes to the 

Movies (2006) is a good starting place, especially for 

selecting films to screen in a law school setting. 

Chapter 3 (Strictly Courtroom? Law Film and Genre) 

of Film and the Law: The Cinema of Justice by Steve 

Greenfield, Guy Osborn, and Peter Robson offers a 

short essay, “Laughing at the Law,” which examines 

why we respond favorably to spoofs of the law. Da-

vid Ray Papke’s article, “Skepticism Bordering on Dis-

sent: Family Law in the Hollywood Cinema”  (50 

Family Court Review 13, January 2012), looks at the 

Hollywood movies of the last three decades dealing 

with family law issues. Papke explores the notion 

(evident in the recent non-law films discussed 

above) that family matters are best handled without 

excessive intrusion by lawyers or the state. On a 

lighter note, the recent YouTube video Courtroom 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Association Reports 

Meeting called to order at 3:34 p.m.  

 

Present: Madeline Cohen, Matthew Elisha, 
Katharine Hales, Robert Linz, Andrea McCullough, 
John Moss, Tamara Phalen, Mariann Storck. 

Absent: Margi Heinen. 

 

Approve minutes from last meeting –June 29, 2012 
– moved, seconded and passed. 

 

Officer Reports 

President's Report (Matthew Elisha) 

Matthew attended the CoALL student group 
meeting.  There were 7 in attendance.  He shared 
his experiences and gave advice.  Meetings are 30 
minutes long and the group is aiming for 4 meetings 
per year.  Members are encouraged to attend regu-
lar CoALL events for networking and practicum op-
portunities; 

BRAG – see section IV; 

LLS-DC (Law Librarian Society of Washington D.C. 
showcases empowering the next generation as a 
way to promote law librarianship to non-librarian 
groups.  Their program could be an outline for other 
chapters.  It presents four exhibits: Budget/Contract 
Negotiation: Strategically Cutting Costs with Dynam-
ic Research Services and Resource Management; 
Merger Integration, Centralization, Moves/
Facilities : Planning, Staffing, Facilities Increasing 
Reseach Capabilities & Supporting Firm Change; 
Business Development Research: Competitive Intel-
ligence, SWOT and Growing the Firm’s Business; 
Non-Traditional Strategic Roles: Embedded Re-
searchers, Risk Management Research, Compliance 
Legal Project Management & KM. 

Vice President's Report (Madeline Cohen) 

Life member event to take place after the meeting; 

Met with Rachel Wilfahrt, president of RMSLA re-
garding the February Spotlight on Your Career pro-
gram and the cost for a speaker;  

Madeline will look around for sponsorship from 
Hein, ThomsenReutersWest, Lexis, etc.;  

She will start with TRW because it usually takes 
them 6 months; 

Madeline is putting together a committee.  A couple 
of names were suggested; 

Matthew will send her the 2012 information. 

 

Treasurer's Report – Tamara Phalen –it is attached.  

The current checking account balance is slightly 
higher that in 2011 

2012 goal is $2295.00.  We have not yet met it.  We 
are at 60% of goal and are waiting for memberships 
of the COSC library people. 

 

Secretary’s Report (Mariann Storck – nothing). 

 

Past President's Report (Robert Linz). 

In December Robert will convene the committee for 
nominations. 

Robert is also looking for nominations for the 
Scuttle Board. 

 

Committee Reports. 

BRAG – Position open; Matthew is contacting peo-
ple who were formerly on the committee.  There is 

(Continued on page 13) 

M 
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Association Reports 

concern that we have lost the targeted audience 
with the most recent changes. 

 

Brown Bags (Andrea McCullough). 

Andrea is working on the final version of the calen-
dar for next year and will send it to the listserv.  
She’ll also send it to John Moss for posting on the 
website. 

 

CoALL Student Committee (Katharine Hales & Bron-
wen Maxson). 

Let Bronwin know if anyone is available for a library 
tour or practicum. 

 

Government Relations – Position open; discuss op-
tions for new chair.  

Madeline is looking for a new chair.  Should 
Matthew look for someone?  Check membership re-
newal forms to see if anyone is interested. Madeline 
will reach out to those who have attended Sunshine 
Week or Advocacy meetings in the past. 

 

Grants and Scholarships (Kathy Carlson). 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/
scholarships.asp 

As reported by Matthew: the application for $500 is 
on the website now with a 2012 deadline.  The goal 
is to make the form interactive. 

 

Legal Research Corner (Andrea Hamilton). 

September 25, 2012 

Committee update: Legal Research Corner 

Andrea Hamilton, Tracy Leming, Madeline Cohen, 
and Esti Shay 

I’m happy to announce that we have a calen-
dar filled with new contributors to the Legal 
Research Corner column. 

February 2013 issue (article due to The Colorado 
Lawyer on December 1, 2012; due to the editorial 
committee by November 15, 2012) – Anne Lucke, US 
Courts Library, 10th Circuit (FDSys) 

May 2013 issue (article due to The Colorado Law-
yer on March 1, 2013; due to the editorial com-
mittee by February 15, 2013) – Frank Wilmot, 
Greenberg Traurig (using the public library for le-
gal research) 

August 2013 issue (article due to The Colorado 
Lawyer on June 1, 2013; due to the editorial 
committee by May 15, 2013) – Stephanie Noble, 
US Courts Library, Byron Rogers Courthouse 
(emerging technologies) 

November 2013 issue (article due to The Colora-
do Lawyer on September 1, 2013; due to the edi-
torial committee by August 15, 2013) – Timothy 
Fritz, Sherman & Howard L.L.C. (transition from 
academic to law firm legal research) 

In fact, the response to my call for contributors 
was so overwhelming, I have a tentative list of au-
thors for the 2014 calendar: 

February 2014 issue – David Selden 

May 2014 issue – Susan Nevelow Mart 

August 2014 issue – Alan Pannell 

November 2014 issue – Wanda McDavid 

Article guidelines have been 
posted to the CoALL Web site 
(password protected): http://
www.aallnet.org/chapter/
coall/private/policies.asp 
Thank you, 

Andrea Hamilton 

Legal Research Corner committee, chair 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/private/policies.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/private/policies.asp
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/private/policies.asp


 CoALL Scuttle Newsletter Page 14 Vol. 23, Iss. 3 Spring 2013 

 

Membership and Placement (Katharine Hales). 

Tamara will set something up with Katharine to call 
individuals.  Tamara called 30 people today (9/27) 
already; 

Need to tighten up the renewal period.  People are 
getting extra months of benefits.  This year they re-
ceived extra benefits from 6/1 to 9/24; 

Tamara will work with John to delete names of non-
renewals; 

In 2013, the renewal period will be 6/1 – 7/30; 

A lapse in member ship benefits may motivate peo-
ple to renew sooner; 

The logon for the directory should be changed each 
year. 

 

Newsletter (Robert Linz). 

The first issue was disseminated in early Sept.; 

Next issue goal is early December; 

Some people are already lined up to write articles; 

The deadline for articles is 11/15. 

 

Nominations (Robert Linz) see III.e. Past President’s 
report. 

 

Programs (Madeline Cohen) – update on Spotlight 
on Your Career planning see III.b.ii. Vice President’s 
report. 

 

Public Relations (Tawnya Plumb) Nothing to report. 

 

Webmaster (John Moss). 

Scholarship electronic submittal form does not work.  
He will check with Theresa Baker or else will use 
Google docs to fix it; 

John is working on a calendar of events and not just 
a PDF version; 

http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/calendar/ 

The 2012 calendar is finished, John is working on 
2013; 

He wants it to be searchable and wants everything 
added even if tentative because it is easy to change; 

Changes may be sent to either Matthew or John; 

There will be another book group in the spring; 

Should we add RMSLA events and maybe color code 
them? 

 

New Business. 

 

Life member consideration . 

Barb Allen, formerly CU Cataloger, retired May 2012; 

President 1983-84; 

Treasurer 1978-79; 

Founding member CoALL; 

Board will consider life membership once yearly not 
at every meeting (June meeting?). 

 

CoALL Listserv exceptions. 

Camilla Walker is not a member of CoALL and is not 
planning to become a member, she works as a sub-
stitute teacher for Boulder Valley School district; 

The Board decided an exception would not be made 
in this case. 

 

Holiday Party will be Wednesday, 12/12/12 (should 
be magical-secretary’s comment) at Holland and Hart 
in the library from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

CoALL sponsorship of SWALL in 2015 – Robert Linz. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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CoALL sponsored SWALL in 1987 & 1999; 

The 2015 meeting would be held in Boulder; 

CU would work on local arrangements; 

There would be some responsibility for CoALL for 
programs, a plenary speaker and lunch speaker; 

Costs would be divided proportionately based on 
number of attendees from each chapter; 

There are usually 65-85 attendees per meeting; 

The conference runs from Thursday noon to Satur-
day noon in March or April; 

Conference fee is $50 -75; 

Last year it was in San Antonio where there were 
about 7 vendors, 70-80 attendees; 

In 2009, it was in Albuquerque and there were more 

vendors; 

Generally even years are held in Texas and odd 
years in other SWALL states; 

The Board decided that we needed more infor-
mation on the budget, time, committeesm whether 
SWALL has made or lost money in the past few 
years, if CoALL can budget for it, etc. 

 

Announcements. 

Next meeting is 12/12/12, 4pm – 5:30pm at Holland 
and Hart. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:28. 

 

 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Association Reports 

Meeting called to order at 4:01 p.m.  

Present: Madeline Cohen, Matthew Elisha, Margi 
Heinen, Andrea McCullough, John Moss, Tamara 
Phalen, Mark Popielarski, Mariann Storck, Robert 
Linz (virtual) 

Absent: none 

 

Approve minutes from last meeting –September 27, 
2012 – moved, seconded and passed. 

 

Officer Reports 

President's Report (Matthew Elisha) 

Matthew asked Tamara to report on the September 

27th member event.  The event took place at Ran-

dolph’s (Warwick Hotel).  Expenses were as follows: 

Budgeted-$400; $192.61 – awards; $105.23 – food; 

Total - $297.84 (under budget). 

Vice President's Report(Madeline Cohen) 

Spotlight on your Career 

Bloomberg/BNA grant conditionally given - $1100; 

Speaker fees are less this year; $1100 will cover 
speaker fees and incidentals; 

Rachel Nelson is soliciting support from Thomsen 
Reuters West; 

Kendra Spahr is soliciting funds from other vendors; 

A conference call is scheduled for next week or ear-
ly January to divide the responsibilities; 

Madeline wil send a list of members to the secre-
tary; 

A “save the date” email is about to be sent; 

Madeline wondered if PayPal should be used for 
registration or a check sent to Tamara; Paypal 

doesn’t work for institutions which write checks; 

The Google form works well with checks to Tamara; 

Add a question on the survey about method of pay-
ment. 

 

Treasurer's Report – Tamara Phalen –it is attached 
at end of minutes.  

Our revenues are lower this year as compared to 
last; 

Our expenses are greater this year as compared to 
last due to the life member event; we are not mak-
ing any money on our CD and interest rates look 
stagnant to 2015. We should consider putting it into 
a fund; 

 

Treasurer’s report 

December 12, 2012 

Current checking account balance:   

$6916.44 

Deposits (since 7/1/2012):   

$1800.00 

 Member Dues                 
$1790.00 

Other Revenues    

$    10.00 

 

Expenses (since 7/1/2012)   

$   688.31 

To Include:  

Secretary of State Filing   

$     50.00 
(Continued on page 17) 
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AALL Webinar 

$   150.00  

Life Member Awards   

$   192.61 

CoALL Student Committee  

$     30.12 

Life Member Event Catering   

$   105.23 

Chapter Liability Insurance   

$   101.00 

P.O. Box Rental  

$     54.00 

Postage for Life Member Gift (Estes)  

$       5.35 

 

Upcoming:      

April  - CD Renewal at US Bank.  More information 
to follow 

May—Tax Filing with IRS 

May  - Secretary of State Filing. 

 

Secretary’s Report (Mariann Storck – nothing). 

Past President's Report (Robert Linz) - none 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Reports. 

BRAG  

No committee chair yet; no one has volunteered; 

In a conference call on 12/6 attended by Mariann, 
Matthew, Wanda McDavid, Mark Popielarski, Tama-
ra and Andrea Hamilton; 

We need to check with CoBAR about having 1 versus 
2 programs and look at format as well as focus; 

Some possible committee members include Mark 
Popielarski, Peter Kersten, Madeline Cohen and Hol-
ly Pinto;  

Alan Pannell suggested BRAG be co-chaired by 2 li-
brarians, one academic and one from a law firm. 

 

Brown Bags (Andrea McCullough). 

Report: 

CoALL Brown Bag Lunch Committee Report 

December 12, 2012 

One program has been held since the last Board 
meeting- CLE in Colorado, was presented by Dawn 
McKnight, Publications Director, and Melissa Lucas, 
Publications Assistant, from the Colorado Bar Asso-
ciation-Continuing Legal Education office on Novem-
ber 14, 2012 at Davis Graham & Stubbs. Dawn de-
scribed the mission of CBA-CLE as well as their publi-
cations processes, their exploration into digital for-
mats and other services they offer.  

 

We are looking forward to the remaining three pro-
grams for the 2012-2013 year: 

February 13, 2013: Tom Seward, member of 
CoALL and SCIP, will present on competitive intelli-
gence practices at Holland & Hart. 

April 10, 2013: David Selden, CoALL member, will 
present on American Indian Law Research Tips at 
the National Indian Law Library/NARF in Boulder. 

June 12, 2013: We will host a reply of the popular 
2012 AALL annual meeting program “Finding Your 
Inner Nancy Drew: Public Records Resources 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Online” at Bryan Cave. 

 

We are always looking for ideas for Brown Bag 
Lunches to get a jump start on planning for next 
year… send any suggestions our way! 

 

Andrea McCullough 

 

 

There is a problem with replay from the website; 

Tamara wants to do another book discussion possi-

bly in May; 

Katharine Hales noted that students cannot make it 

downtown for the brownbags.  What about telecon-

ferencing or doing it at DU?; 

There will be a Brown Bag summary article in the 

next Scuttle. 

 

CoALL Student Committee (Katharine Hales & Bron-
wen Maxson). 

Report: 

December 6, 2012 

 

Committee update: Student Committee 

Bronwen K. Maxson 

Hello! The Student Committee enjoyed visiting the 

William A. Wise law library at CU in November. Rob-

ert Linz was a gracious host, and we enjoyed catch-

ing up with him. 

 

We look forward to helping CAL, LISSAA, and ASIS&T 

host a New Professionals Panel Discussion in Janu-

ary and we’ve invited Madeline Cohen of the 10th 

Circuit Court Library to provide her insights on hiring 

and staring a career in law librarianship. 

 

We are still searching for a chair-elect for this year 

to lead the committee into next year, but we are 

glad to be a part of CoALL. Thank you for your sup-

port!  

Sincerely, 

Bronwen 

 

Tamara encourages the students to attend Spot-

light; 

There are 17 student members. 

 

Government Relations (Madeline Cohen) 

There has not been any interest from anyone to be 
Government Relations chair; 

Consider students or one of the CSCL librarians; 

A legislative or political background is not necessary; 

Bronwen, and Kathleen Carothers are CoALL mem-
bers and have just graduated. 

 

Grants and Scholarships (Kathy Carlson). 

Report: 

The CoALL Board voted to award Rachel Bentley this 

year's library school scholarship.  

 It will be officially announced at the CoALL Holiday 

Party. Rachel will not be able to make it, but is plan-

ning to write up a note to the members that will be 

shared during the party. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Carlson 

Grants and Scholarships Committee Chair 

(Continued from page 17) 
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Letter from Rachel Bentley: 

Mr. Elisha-- 

I was recently informed that I have been selected to 

receive a scholarship from CoALL. I was asked to e-

mail you a note to thank everyone at the party this 

week. It's below. Thank you so much for the scholar-

ship! It's really going to help a lot. 

 

 

Note: 

"I cannot begin to express how much I appreciate 

being offered this scholarship. I'm sorry I can't be 

there tonight to thank you all in person. I am very 

excited to become a more active member of the 

Association after graduation, and hope to see you 

all at future CoALL events. Thank you so much for 

your support! I hope to pay back your generosity in 

future service to the Association. 

Sincerely, 

Rachel Bentley" 

 

Membership and Placement (Katharine Hales). 

Report: 

Membership and Placement Committee 

December 12, 2012 Update 

 

CoALL currently has 104 Active, Associate and Stu-

dent members and 7 Lifetime members.  We have 

had 10 members join or renew since the close of the 

renewal drive.   

 

Currently, the membership breaks out as follows: 

 

Associate Members  12 

Individual Members  19 

Institutional Members 56  

Student Members  17 

Lifetime Members   7 

 

One big change in membership is that the Colorado 

Supreme Court Library has returned as members of 

CoALL.  That means that 2 previous members have 

returned after a lapse in their membership and 3 

new members have joined CoALL just from the Colo-

rado Supreme Court Library. 

 

John Moss did update the listserv and remove any 

members that did not renew.  There were some dis-

crepancies in the email list, but those should hope-

fully be resolved now.  Once we have confirmed 

that the listserv is up to date and accurate, the next 

thing will be to change the website password. 

 

Additionally, I sent the most current member list to 

the CBA at the end of October.  However, it has 

come to light that many new members still do not 

have individual logins for the CBA site.  Mark 

Popielarski has been assisting me with this issue and 

has been following up with the CBA to make sure 

that all CoALL members are updated on their end. 

 

There has been some movement and changes in 

staff within several organizations as of late, which 

has meant some changes in membership.  Particu-

larly, this has brought up the fact that we do not 

have explicit instructions for membership transition 

when institutional members leave their institutions.  

(Continued from page 18) 
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It may be helpful to have more specific instructions 

regarding what notifications are required and if 

there is to be any type of “grace” period.   

 

Finally, the Committee has begun work on a Place-

ment spreadsheet to track the committee interests 

of the members.  However, it has been slow going 

thus far and most renewing members have not indi-

cated their interests in many years.  So, we may 

consider emailing all members to gauge current in-

terests.    If any committees are in need of assis-

tance, please let Katharine Hales know and she will 

attempt to find interested members. 

 

Katharine Hales  

Committee Chair 

December 12, 2012 

 

The numbers of members is up because of student 
members;  

Revenue is down because student members have a 
lower membership cost;  

In comparison with 2011, there were 102 regular 
members and 17 students; 

The return of the Colorado Supreme Court Library 
has helped our numbers; 

We lost some members due to retirement; 

The committee will target Spotlight attendees, cross 
market to ... 

 

Newsletter (Robert Linz) 

Winter issue released 12/11/2012; 

Next is due in March so articles should be submitted 
by mid to late February 

Spotlight 

Holiday Party 

 

Nominations (Robert Linz)  

A committee will be formed in January; Robert will 
begin making calls. 

Mark Popielarski volunteered 

The slate of nominees will be submitted to the presi-
dent by 3/1 

 

Programs (Madeline Cohen) –see III.b.i. Vice Presi-
dent’s report. 

 

Public Relations (Tawnya Plumb) Nothing to report. 

 

Webmaster (John Moss). 

The listserv has been straightened out; 

The calendar is up and running.  Advise John of any 
changes; 

We won’t see an improvement but behind the 
scenes there will be updating over the next few 
months; 

Matthew mentioned that Rachel Bates Wilfahrt put 
a link to our calendar on the bottom of the RMSLA 
website. 

 

Old Business 

SWALL  

The administrative assistant at CU has contacted 
some hotels; 

A decision needs (?) to be made regarding a location 
in Boulder in 2015; 

Does CoALL want to do programming and co-
sponsor; 

Robert seeking more information on profit/losses 
from past SWALL programs, so we know potential 
financial risk to CoALL; 

(Continued from page 19) 
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Decision tabled until March Board meeting. 

New Business. 

By-laws- institutional member – membership dispo-
sition upon leaving institution and fee waivers for un
-employed members 

Membership stays with the institution; it does not 
follow the member; member notifies CoALL of re-
placement; 

Rewrite bylaws; inform treasurer or membership 
committee chair not the secretary; 

Place institution on membership form not in bylaws; 
bylaws are more of a framework; 

Tamara and Katherine will look at this and propose 
something for the next meeting; 

Tamara and Katherine will also look at the unem-
ployed member issue also. 

CoALL Listserv  

John will check to see if the listserv is archived. 

Board had discussed changing the web site mem-
bers-only login and restricting listserv access to cur-
rent members in September meeting.  Matthew 
asked for status.  John reported that it hadn't yet 
been done.  Katharine said that she is still finalizing 
the current membership rolls and that once that 
was done, we will be able to restrict the list to cur-
rent members and send a message to the list with 
the new web site password. 

Bloomberg “lunch & learn” (Madeline Cohen) 

Jim Murphy of Bloomberg BNA Law emailed Made-
line and the CoALL Board regarding a program; 

Madeline conveyed that the lunch must be educa-
tional not a sales pitch; 

January is good for both CoALL and students; 

There will be a session downtown and one at DU the 

week of January 21. 

AALL VIP visit 

Is it beneficial? It allows AALL an opportunity to see 
what we are doing and we get an updated; 

We should stay on AALL’s radar; 

Gets students interested and allows them to form 
connections; 

DU Westminster library may be willing to host in 
early April; 

Matthew will work on this. 

Colleague Connection 

It will be 4/25 or 26, 2013; 

We should promote it and attend it; 

The dates conflicts with the CO ILL conference. 

Outside speaker 

Matthew received a cold call for an outside speaker 
with a $4,000 – 6,000 fee.  He declined. 

Other 

We need to start writing down the procedures for 
each committee; 

It should be called a Guidance Document; 

See what we have now; there’s a spread sheet that 
Robert will send out; John Moss can post it for eve-
ryone; 

Board retreat (?); 

This is not a formal document; 

Define what each position does. 

Announcements. 

Check when the AALL visit might be; 

Next meeting is Friday March 8th at Sherman and 
Howard with a possible Happy Hour after. 

 Meeting adjourned at 5:21. 

 

(Continued from page 20) 

Movies: Hollywood's Most Hackneyed Genre 

(http://ow.ly/ibhGG) shows that even a brief movie 

moment can speak volumes about our perceptions 

of lawyers and the law. 

(Continued from page 11) 

http://ow.ly/ibhGG
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CoALL Calendar 2012-2013 

As of 3/20/2013; Dates subject to change 

 

SEPTEMBER 

9/12/2012, 12:00pm    Brown bag * - Book Discussion Sherman & Howard  

9/27/2012, 3:30 – 5pm  Board Meeting Bryan Cave HRO  

9/27/2012, 5 – 7pm   Life Member Induction at Randolph’s Restaurant @ Warwick Hotel 

9/24/2012    Membership renewal deadline 

 

NOVEMBER 

11/2012    Legal Research Corner article published  

11/14/2012, Noon   Brown bag * - CBA CLE, w/Dawn McKnight 

11/15/2012    Article deadline for Scuttle submissions 

 

DECEMBER 

12/2012    Scuttle publication 

12/12/2012, 4 – 5:30pm  Association Board Meeting at Holland & Hart  

12/12/2012, 5:30--8:30pm  Holiday party at Holland & Hart  

12/12/2012, Noon   Brown bag * Topic TBD  

 

JANUARY 

1/9/2013, Noon   Brown bag * Topic TBD 

 

FEBRUARY 

2/2013     Legal Research Corner article published  

2/13/2013, Noon   Brown bag * - CI practices at Holland & Hart 

2/15/2012    Legal Research Corner article due,  

     Article deadline for Scuttle submissions 

2/23/2013, Morning   Spotlight on Your Career **  Topic TBD  

 

 

Association Reports 
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MARCH 

3/2013     Scuttle publication 

3/1/2013    Board nominations due to President  

3/13/2013, Noon   Brown bag * TBD  

3/15/2013    Board write-in nominations due to secretary  

3/31/2013    CoALL Grant application deadline  

 

APRIL 

4/1/2013    Election ballots due  to all active members  

4/9/2013    Colleague Connection  

4/10/2013, Noon   Brown bag * - Native Amer. Indian Law tips  

4/15/2013    Deadline to return election ballots  

   

 

MAY 

5/2013     Legal Research Corner article published  

5/8/2013, Noon   Brown bag,* TBD  

5/15/2013    Election results reported to membership 

      

 

JUNE 

6/1/2013    Membership renewals  

6/12/2013, Noon   Brown bag * - AALL replay  

6/28/2013, 4-5:30pm   Board/Annual Meeting, TBD  

 

* - Brown bag lunches typically held second Wednesday of the month 

** - Spotlight traditionally held on last Saturday in February 

*** - BRAG traditionally held the 1st Thursday of June  

Association Reports 
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CoALL Membership Benefits and Renewal 
 

CoALL memberships expired on June 30 and the renewal drive is still in full swing.  Many of our current mem-

bers have already renewed for what looks to be another exciting year.  There is still some time renew without 

a lapse in benefits.  The deadline for renewal is September 24, after that date any members who have not yet 

renewed will lose their benefits.   

 

CoALL membership offers many benefits, including: 

 Educational and Social Events — This last year was a wonderful year for CoALL activities, which included 
a great turnout at Spotlight and great Brown Bag events.  We are looking forward to even more of these 
great CoALL activities this year. 

 
 The Listserv and Website — The listserv allows members to connect regarding resource and knowledge 

sharing, job opportunities, interlibrary loans, announcements, AALL information and other items of inter-
est to members.   

 
 The Scuttle Newsletter — Published electronically, four times per year, The Scuttle offers updates on the 

association, articles, book reviews, technology updates, and other information members wish to share 
with the association. 

 
 Complimentary Membership to the Colorado Bar Association — CoALL members are granted access to 

the CBA's website and receive C-Brief, the CBA's weekly electronic newsletter, along with discounts on 
classes and publications.   

 

If you have not had a chance to renew your membership, please do so soon so your benefits do not lapse.  If 

you have renewed your membership already but know someone with an interest in law librarianship or 

CoALL that has not yet joined, please inform them of the wonderful membership benefits.  Membership dues 

have remained the same low amount this for this year: $20 for Active and Associate members and $5 for Stu-

dent members.  The membership form is available for download from the CoALL website.  If you have any 

questions regarding CoALL membership, please email Katharine Hales at khales09@law.du.edu. 

Submitted by Katharine Hales, Membership Chair 

 

Save the Date for the 2013 CoALL Annual Meeting! 

 

Mark your calendar for Friday, June 28th, for our annual meeting.  The 
meeting will be held in Denver.  We value your participation in ensuring 

CoALL works for you.  Watch your in-box for more information.  

B The Back Page 

 


