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Summer camping trips and vacations recede in the 

rearview mirror of memories and temperatures start 

to drop, bringing cool relief to people weary from 

one of the hottest summers on record.  I see & hear 

the emotion in my daughter, Bronwyn’s eyes and 

voice as she talks about beginning a new year as a 

high school freshman.  She is excited, though a little 

scared, at the prospect of going to a new school, meeting new friends 

and taking on new educational challenges with greater expectations 

than she had in middle & elementary school.  As I take on the role of 

CoALL President and continue meeting the trials thrown at me every 

day as manager of Bryan Cave’s Colorado libraries, I see similarities to 

Bronwyn’s challenges and I too, am excited at the prospect.  I know 

that as difficult as the challenges may be, I have something she lacks, 

the support that comes from belonging to an association of col-

leagues. 

With my membership in CoALL and AALL, I have a network of librari-

ans and friends that I can call upon when faced with difficult, new 

problems.  I know that one of my colleagues will have dealt with simi-

lar problems before or, at the very least, will lend an ear and can offer 

advice and guidance to help me come to an effective solution.   In turn 

when a CoALL member contacts me for help, I will listen and offer 

what advice I can. 

Similarly, I find answers in conversations on association listservs, in 

 

P President’s Message 
By Matthew Elisha 
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articles by fellow librarians, in brown-bag roundtable 

discussions and in the many live and online training 

sessions offered throughout the year.  One of the 

prevailing themes of the annual AALL conference and 

the PLL-SIS Summit was how are we going to face the 

continued changes to our profession and to the legal 

industry in the next decade?  I’m not sure.  But I 

don’t have to come up with the answer alone.  One 

of my colleagues is thinking about the issues we face 

and engaging myself and others to come up with ide-

as.  I need to be part of the conversation, to make 

sure that others are getting involved and trying out 

suggestions for changes that can take my library ser-

vices to the next level. 

By engaging in these conversations and getting in-

volved, you can build the network you need to help 

solve the problems you face in your own organiza-

tions.  One of the best ways I’ve found to build a net-

work is to get involved with your employer and your 

association.  Though I am a member of my office’s 

Community Involvement Committee, and appreciate 

all the charitable work we do throughout the year, 

one of my main reason for joining the group was to 

get to know the staff and attorneys in my office 

better, to engage with them in a way different from 

the everyday business interactions we have when I 

see them in the hallway or elevator or when they call 

the library reference desk to ask a question.  It was 

also one of the reasons I volunteered in past years for 

the CoALL Bridge the Research and Analysis Gap 

(BRAG) and Spotlight on Your Career committees and 

gladly accepted the nomination when called to be a 

CoALL board member and eventually President.  I was 

able to actively work with other members of these 

small groups and get to know them better, something 

much harder to do in the fleeting interactions of a 

monthly brownbag or annual Spotlight seminar.   

(Continued from page 1) 

I challenge you to get involved this year.  When the 

call comes for volunteers for the BRAG or Spotlight 

committees, to host a brown bag lunch, to head a 

CoALL committee, to write a Legal Research Corner 

article or to run for a CoALL board position, step for-

ward and place your name in the hat.  The friends 

you make and the conversations you have will offer 

endless rewards and a great time.   

About Scuttle 

The Scuttle Newsletter is published four times a 

year.  T h e  p u r p o s e  i s  t o communicate infor-

mation to its members. CoALL does not assume re-

sponsibility for the  statements of contributors. 

Views or opinions expressed  herein do not neces-

sarily reflect the views or policies of the Colorado 

Association of Law Libraries. The Scuttle is not copy-

righted, however, permission should be sought 

from the authors and credit given when quoting or 

photocopying material from this publication.  

Publication Schedule and Submissions—

Contributions are encouraged.  If you have an arti-

cle idea or would like to write a review or an article 

about your library, please contact us as directed 

below.  The Scuttle 2012-13 publication schedule is 

as follows: 

Publication Date Submission Date 

December  November 15 

March   February 15 

June   May 15 

Photographs — We would like to publish photo-

graphs of interest to members.  Please send your 

photos as digital files in the JPG format.   

Scuttle Editors—Robert Linz, Rachel Bentley, & Meg 

Martin 

Contact Us—For questions, comments or submis-

sions, please send an email to Robert Linz, rob-

ert.linz@colorado.edu.  
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Reimagining Law and Film 
 

By Alan Pannell 
Head of Reference and Instructor at the University of Colorado 
Law Library 
 

Whether or not you realize it, you have probably 

been studying law and film most of your life. If you 

have ever watched law-related movies, you have no 

doubt spent at least a little time reading or talking 

about the legal inaccuracies that may have been 

spotted in a film, or you may have viewed certain 

lawyer characters as potential role models for your 

own life or career. As members of the legal profes-

sion, we have a special 

interest in law-related 

movies that goes deeper 

than that of the general 

public. In this series of 

articles, I look at what it 

is we respond to in legal 

films, and illustrate 

(largely through my own 

personal observations) how we can all benefit from 

understanding the impact of law and film studies on 

the legal profession.  

We usually think of law and film as involving the le-

gal classics: To Kill a Mockingbird, Anatomy of a 

Murder, Witness for the Prosecution, and dozens of 

other courtroom dramas. Most of us probably liked 

these other and lesser legal movies even before we 

joined the legal profession. For one thing, law-

related movies often featured top-notch acting, 

writing and directing, and historically tended to be 

among the most popular films, both critically and 

commercially. These movies also shined a light on 

the justice system, which affected all of us in one 

way or another, but was often a mystery to those 

didn’t work within the system. Not only did law-

related films allow us to learn valuable lessons 

about our society, they played to our thirst for jus-

tice, our sense of right and wrong, and in many cas-

es, our voyeuristic tendencies. From the safe dis-

tance of our theater seats, we could watch as Tom 

Cruise gets told the truth by Jack Nicholson in A Few 

Good Men or as Harrison Ford fights to clear himself 

of murder in Presumed Innocent.  

My first reimagining of law and film came in 1988 

with the release of Errol Morris' legal documentary 

The Thin Blue Line. In 

addition to repre-

senting a stylistic 

breakthrough in doc-

umentary filmmak-

ing, the film played a 

key role in freeing a 

Texas death row in-

mate. As a serious mov-

ie buff and film projectionist who was just becoming 

interested in law as a profession, I was fascinated by 

the notion that a movie could actually influence an 

ongoing legal case. The early 90s saw the release of 

other critically-acclaimed legal documentaries, in-

cluding Brother's Keeper and Paradise Lost: The 

Child Murders at Robin Hood Hills, which offered 

unprecedented views of the criminal justice system 

in action. Before the advent of Court TV, such docu-

mentaries were the first chance for some of us to 

see what was truly happening in courtrooms and 

behind the scenes. 

Over the last couple of decades, law and film stud-

(Continued on page 4) 

A scene from Errol Morris’ “The Thin Blue Line” 
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ies began to come into its own, with the publication 

of several key books on the subject, including sever-

al about law on television. During that time, it be-

came more common for law schools to host screen-

ings of legal films. In 2008, the University of Colora-

do Law School began showing The Thin Blue Line to 

our entering law students during orientation week. I 

was quite happy that our students would get to 

have a bonding experience over a film that had 

meant so much to me, but they also got a much 

deeper lesson in law and justice. With a follow-up 

discussion led by film critic Howie Moscowitz and 

attorney Lino Lipinsky, students were asked to re-

flect on the nature of truth and the unreliability of 

eyewitness testimony. It also forced them, possibly 

for the first time, to contemplate the reality of how 

the criminal justice system operated in the real 

world. By seeing interviews with the attorneys on 

the case, and learning how some of them had left 

the legal profession in disillusionment, students 

were confronted with some of the tricky ethical di-

lemmas they would face in practice. Through the 

medium of film, students were able to experience 

these concepts on an emotional level that is often 

missing from merely reading case reporter excerpts. 

Law professors have long used film to illustrate par-

ticular concepts. Not only does this provide students 

a chance to learn about specific points of law, but 

can also teach them that subtle choices by a 

filmmaker can help shape their perceptions of what 

they see on screen. This practice took at interesting 

turn in 2011 when Professor Peter Huang joined the 

faculty. When the law library purchased new DVDs 

for use in his Media, Law and Popular Culture class, 

we were surprised to see the inclusion of such non-

classic legal movies as From the Hip, Soul Man, and 

Jury Duty. As I was compiling film clips for a videog-

raphy to accompany Professor Huang’s textbook, I 

was reminded that many of the scenes from what I 

considered bad movies were actually quite funny, 

even if not realistic or particularly sophisticated. 

After sitting in on some of Professor Huang’s classes, 

I found that he was able to spark many complex dis-

cussions from scenes in movies that many of us 

might consider to have few redeeming qualities. In 

fact, it may actually be easier to illustrate a particu-

lar legal concept using low-brow popular culture en-

tertainment than it is using a high caliber film in 

which a well-told story might be so engrossing as to 

obscure any specific points of instruction. As I saw 

firsthand, the humorous nature of bad legal movies, 

whether intended or not, can also serve as a good 

ice-breaker for soliciting comments from students. 

Another recent development impacting the use of 

film in law studies is the application of positive psy-

chology principles to education, including law 

schools. In his forthcoming article, “Tiger Cub  

Strikes Back: Memoirs of an Ex-Child Prodigy About 

Legal Education and Parenting,” Professor Huang 

advocates for improving traditional law school edu-

cation by fostering life-long learning about character 

strengths, emotions, and ethics. After three years of 

The Thin Blue Line screenings, the law school adopt-

ed this new approach with the unconventional se-

lection of Tim Burton’s Big Fish as our orientation 

film. During the discussion groups after the film, stu-

dents responded with both insight and emotion to 

the film’s theme of embarking on a life-changing 

journey and appreciated the idea that they were at 

least partly in charge of how their journey would 

manifest itself.  

The law school has continued the trend of screening 

non-law movies, first with the documentary Happy, 

which looks at the impact of the positive psychology 

movement around the world, and then with this 

year’s orientation film, Moneyball, which was cho-

sen by a vote of the entering students. With no ex-

plicit references to law, other than showing contract 

(Continued on page 5) 
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negotiations, Moneyball is having a profound effect 

on the legal world as law schools and law firms are 

beginning to incorporate the principles used by Billy 

Beane to make the Oakland A’s competitive against 

teams with vastly larger budgets. If a mainstream 

Hollywood movie about baseball can change the law, 

then the possibilities for finding valuable lessons in 

any movie are practically endless. 

The notion of studying law through non-law films has 

been around at least since the 1996 book Legal 

Reelism: Movies as Legal Texts, but this approach is 

only now becoming more common—possibly due to 

fewer traditional legal movies are being made or re-

leased theatrically. Whereas the law genre was once 

a common source of big Hollywood films, the only 

two major releases in recent years were The Lincoln 

Lawyer and The Lincoln Conspiracy, neither of which 

received the audience they might once have. It is be-

comingly increasingly common for non-law films 

such as The Descendants or Moonrise Kingdom to 

feature some of the more interesting examples of 

legal issues on film. 

As the scope of law and film broadens, new ways of 

thinking will likely be felt across the full spectrum of 

legal settings. Upcoming articles will explore the vari-

(Continued from page 4) 
MOVIE POLL 
 

What is Your Favorite  
Legal Comedy? 

 
 The Awful Truth (1937) 

 Adam's Rib (1949) 

 Bananas (1971) 

 From the Hip (1987) 

 The War of the Roses (1989) 

 Other People’s Money (1991) 

 My Cousin Vinny (1992) 

 Liar Liar (1997) 

 Trial and Error (1997) 

 Legally Blonde (2001) 

 Other: ____________ 

View clips and cast your vote at 

 http://wp.me/p2I9Zo-T  

Next Issue: “Justice Served in the Legal Comedy” 

Reviewers Wanted — Book Discussion on September 12th 

On Wednesday, September 12th, members of CoALL discussed “Quiet: The Power of Intro-

verts in a World that Can’t Stop Talking” written by  Susan Cain.   If you would like to review 

this book or any other for the next issue of Scuttle, please send an email to  

robert.linz@colorado.edu.   

CoALL members have also created a CoALL group on Goodreads.com, where members can 

share book recommendations and discuss books they are reading or have read.  If you belong 

to Goodreads, search for  “CoALL Reading Group”, then request to join.  Members have al-

ready started a discussion about “Quiet.”   

ous legal film genres—including courtroom dramas, 

legal thrillers, and law documentaries—as a way of 

discovering how law and lawyers have been histori-

cally perceived and how popular culture can continue 

to improve the legal system. In the meantime, keep 

your eyes on the screen! 

http://wp.me/p2I9Zo-T
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American Association of Law  

Libraries, Boston - July 2012 

AALL2012 Rookie Recap: Notes 

from Boston 

By Tim Fritz 

Research Librarian, Sherman & Howard L.L.C.  

As a library and information science graduate stu-

dent, I spent twenty hours a week working in an ac-

ademic law library. During this time, I watched long-

ingly as the administrative staff prepared to leave 

for the latest American Association of Law Librarians 

(AALL) conference, taking place in some city that 

most anyone would be delighted to visit, or revisit.  

 Soon after starting my position as a legal research 

librarian, I was informed that I would be attending 

the 2012 AALL being held in Boston, a city I had nev-

er visited. Having an undergraduate degree in histo-

ry, the first thing to come to my mind was the Old 

State House. The second was that I had never been 

to a conference prior to this one and wasn’t sure 

what the next move should be. I immediately began 

booking a hotel, scheduling aflight, and, of course, 

deciding what sessions to visit. Being a new law li-

brarian, the Conference of Newer Law Librarians 

(CONELL) was an obvious choice. Otherwise, I chose 

sessions most relevant to my new position.  

 The conference began bright and early for me on 

Saturday morning with the CONELL meeting, which 

was to last well into the late afternoon. The session 

began with a continental breakfast and meeting oth-

er new law librarians. I was fortunate enough to sit 

with the incoming president of AALL, although I did-

n’t know it at the time. After introducing ourselves 

to each other (I didn’t recognize her name), she as-

sisted me by noting how my ribbons should be 

placed on my name tag. We then began discussing 

the Midwest (both of us are from the area) and our 

past work experiences. My new colleagues and I ex-

changed business cards and moved to the Republic 

Ballroom B to hear first from Jocelyn Kennedy, 

CONELL committee chair. We then heard from Linda 

Dunton from Wolters Kluwer who welcomed the 

new law librarians, and finally from Darcy Kirk, the 

current AALL president.  

 Mrs. Kirk welcomed us all to the profession and em-

phasized that it’s essential that we “get involved!” 

She noted that “you get out what you put in.” Lend-

ing credibility to her message, Mrs. Kirk then intro-

duced the executive board, which included Jean 

Wenger, the incoming president; Joyce Manna Jan-

to, the 2010-11 AALL president; and various other 

board members. Each member reminisced about 

receiving their own new member ribbons in the not 

so distant past. I was elated to see my breakfast 

seat mate, Jean Wenger, speak. Jean’s discussion 

was about “developing networks” and getting in-

volved. She suggested that new librarians should 

volunteer for AALL committees and make them-

selves known by writing for both local and national 

publications, particularly local chapter newsletters. 

By noon, it was clear to me that the AALL functions 

as a means to strengthen the shared objectives of 

its members and to assist them in meeting their 

goals both within and outside of the association. 

 A breakout session followed the introduction of the 

executive board. Groups were teamed with an indi-

vidual executive board member. I had the pleasure 

of being seated with Joyce Manna Janto and about 

six other new librarians (and a couple future law li-

C Proceedings 

Reports from Librarian’s Conferences 
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brarians currently attending graduate school). Joyce 

suggested joining local chapters and repeated the 

message by Darcy Kirk to “get involved!” Ever since 

my days as an undergrad, I have felt it’s important 

to give a little more attention to repeated state-

ments from such individuals. Experience finds them 

always looking for the most efficient way to get the 

most information out there. “Getting involved” is 

the catalyst to a vast amount of opportunities.  

 Ms. Janto discussed the value of networking 

through AALL, and offered up a story about a law 

librarian who needed to immediately locate a cita-

tion for a brief from a book that existed in six loca-

tions, all of which were 

many states away. For-

tunately for this librari-

an, she had met Ms. 

Janto at a previous 

AALL conference. Ms. 

Janto happened to be 

working in one of the 

six libraries that owned this particular publication 

when she received a call from the librarian. The li-

brarian reintroduced herself, and after some brief 

reminiscing, Ms. Janto offered to copy the text and 

email it immediately. Ms. Janto noted to our group 

the sometimes painful reality that some people, on-

ly a few of course, are not as motivated to help a 

colleague as she was. She suggested that it helps to 

establish relationships via networking to create 

community and share information. Before hanging 

up with the librarian, Ms. Janto said, “I hope you tell 

the attorney or partner that without the AALL you 

would likely not have received the item.” This exam-

ple underscores just some of the value that AALL 

provides.  

 Everyone then returned to the ballroom for the 

“From Rookie to Veteran” portion of the program 

where various individuals offered their own experi-

ence in evolving from rookie to veteran. Mark Estes, 

AALL Spectrum editorial director, and Janet Sinder, 

editor of the Law Library Journal, provided an enter-

taining presentation. After each gave a brief history 

of their work experience, the discussion turned into 

a friendly, “this is why we’re better” conversation. 

After some compromise, the conversation focused 

on how each publication welcomes new ideas and 

provides opportunities to new writers.  

Jean Wegner also offered some her history and then 

went straight into discussion about “developing net-

works” and getting involved. She urged new librari-

ans to volunteer for AALL committees and reiterated 

her suggestion that new librarians get their names 

known by writing for 

local publications, and, 

of course, submitting 

proposals to both Spec-

trum and Law Library 

Journal.  

 The attendees were 

then divided into two groups with one group attend-

ing a “marketplace” session and the other a “speed 

networking” session. The former provided the group 

with the opportunity to meet with committee mem-

bers and representatives from various chapters. The 

latter session provided members with the oppor-

tunity to meet and network with their colleagues.  

 To close out the CONELL program, attendees took 

part in a “Mocktail Dessert Reception” where peo-

ple were assigned professional identities and per-

sonalities, with characteristics that other individuals 

shared and needed. The objective was to locate, via 

conversation with as many individuals as possible, 

those people who needed what you had to offer and 

likewise had the characteristics that you were seek-

ing.  

 On Sunday morning, Darcy Kirk introduced keynote 

speaker Richard Susskind, author of The End of Law-

yers? The theme of the speech was “Tomorrow’s 

Attending conferences like 

these are great ways to put 

these themes into action. 
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Legal Marketplace.” Writing about the event will not 

do it justice. I highly recommend that AALL mem-

bers go to the AALL website to view the speech in its 

entirety. The address is, as noted by Susskind, a 

“buffet of ideas for the audience to pick and choose 

as they please.”  

 There were six parts to the speech: the future, the 

three drivers, case studies, lawyers, and new jobs, 

all of which outlined his case for planning ahead and 

anticipating what the legal service market will look 

like. Specifically, he compared the analogy of a drill 

versus a hole, in which the drill is the service and 

the hole is the value. In his opinion, too much em-

phasis is put into “the way the service is provid-

ed” (the drill) over the “fundamental value” of 

“knowledge, ideas, and experience” (the hole). Suss-

kind emphasized that the future  “will involve new 

and different ways of delivering access to our 

knowledge.” While the focus of the talk seemed to 

be geared to lawyers, law librarians in the office 

were also presented with the problem of better 

helping our attorneys meet the challenges that, ac-

cording to Susskind, they will face. Susskind closed 

his remarks by stressing that the legal profession is 

moving toward the skills and experience of legal in-

formation professionals. In short, he said, “Our time 

has come.” 

 The exhibit hall opened after the keynote address 

and was quite overwhelming for a rookie like me. I 

sat through a few product demonstrations, spoke 

with various vendor reps, declined many pens and 

candies, and walked through the poster sessions, 

most of which were very creative. I even ran into my 

previous director from my academic law library 

days.  

 The remainder of time at AALL was spent in ses-

sions of interest. As noted, I created a session 

schedule prior to the conference. I attempted to 

attend those sessions that overlapped my present 

profession (legal research librarian in a law firm 

setting) with my previous experiences in an academ-

ic law library and in archival administration to see if 

and how these worlds were interconnected. I was 

quite happy to discover various sessions that satis-

fied this objective such as “Digitizing Legal History,” 

“The Accidental Archivist,” and “Preserving Our Digi-

tal Heritage.” I also sat through sessions directly re-

lated to my current position including “Finding Your 

Inner Nancy Drew,” “Searching Legal Opinions: The 

Google Scholar Approach,” and “The New FDLP: A 

Collaborative Future for Government Information.” 

Each session I attended provided some degree of 

information that I could take back to Denver. I 

would describe the sessions as concentrated infor-

mation to be diffused by time and experience.  Re-

cordings of sessions and events from the conference 

are available from AALL2GO via the AALL website.  

I thoroughly enjoyed the conference, particularly 

the CONELL program. I feel the underlying messages 

of the conference were “you get out what you put 

in,” particularly with AALL as a collective, and 

“create your own path” in the evolution of legal in-

formation services. Attending conferences like these 

are great ways to put these themes into action. In 

closing, I would like to thank the Executive Board at 

CoALL for awarding me both the conference regis-

tration fee and the grant for travel.  

Conference Schedule 2012-13 

WestPAC  Oct. 18-20, 2012  
Salt Lake City, UT 

Internet  
Librarian 

Oct. 22-24, 2012  
Monterey, CA 

SWALL  April 4-6, 2013  
Phoenix, AZ 

SLA  June 9-11, 2013 
San Diego, CA 

AALL July 13-16, 2013  
Seattle, WA 
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 Special Libraries Association (SLA) 
Annual Meeting Report 

By Alicia Brillon 

Research & Instructional Services Librarian, 
University of Colorado, William A. Wise Law Library 

I thought I would try attending a new annual 

meeting this year, but which one to choose?  After 

hearing good things about the SLA Annual Meeting 

from various colleagues I decided to take the trip 

to Chicago for the three day conference.  I was very 

glad I did! 

Because it doesn’t focus on law librarians 

specifically, the SLA program content was more 

varied than what I’ve encountered at 

AALL.  Sessions offered included “Updates From 

the World of Cloud Computing,” “Web-Scale 

Discovery with the End User in Mind,” and “Photo 

Digitization and Archive Developments.”  While 

these session could easily be useful for a law 

librarian, there were also sessions that were more 

specifically targeted to legal professionals. 

“Patent Research 101” was particularly illuminating 

– while I am familiar with the basics of patent law 

and know my way around the USPTO’s website as 

far as searching for trademarks is concerned, it was 

clear half way through the session that I had much 

to learn about searching for patents!  It was a good 

introduction but I would have had to attend the 

session at least three times before I could hope to 

grasp all of the information that was offered.  On 

the positive side, while I left the session somewhat 

confused, I did have a better understanding of the 

issues involved in searching for patents than when I 

first walked in the door. 

Aside from the refreshing variety of program 

offerings, the conference was held in a combined 

hotel/conference facility which made getting 

around particularly easy if not quick.  The walk 

from my hotel room to the conference facility itself 

was easily ¼ of a mile, however I never had to leave 

the building the entire time I was there. 

The conference will be held in San Diego next year 

– I highly recommend attending SLA especially if 

you are looking for something new and different, 

yet still relevant to your work as a law librarian.   

Programs of Interest to  

Colorado Law Librarians 

The AALL and SLA conferences included a number 
of sessions on topics of interest to Colorado Law 
Librarians. 

SLA 

eDiscovery Preparation Through  Information 
Management and Data Mapping 

This presentation, given by Constance Ard and Mil-
ler Montague, detailed how information profession-
als can optimize their documents for potential eDis-
covery. These tips could potentially save firms and 
companies time and money. More information can 
be found on Ms. Ard’s website: http://bit.ly/Sdr33r.  

AALL 

RDA for Law Catalogers 

Even experienced catalogers could use some assis-
tance understanding and implementing the new 
Resource Description and Access rules in a law li-
brary. This pre-conference presentation highlighted 
training resources, differences between RDA and 
AACR2, and tips on using the new rules. Handouts 
from the presentation can be found here: http://
bit.ly/U8byvj.  
Connect with Patrons by Creating Strong Research 
Guides 

Law librarians can better serve their patrons by cre-
ating better research guides. Handouts from the 
presentation can be found here: http://bit.ly/
PjZmpo. 

http://bit.ly/Sdr33r
http://bit.ly/U8byvj
http://bit.ly/U8byvj
http://bit.ly/PjZmpo
http://bit.ly/PjZmpo
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U.S. Courts Digitization Project  
Nearing Completion 

By Stephanie Noble 

Emerging Technologies Librarian, Tenth Circuit Court 
of Appeals 

 

Three years ago, the U.S. Courts Library began  a 
digitization program.  Our original intent was to pur-
chase a book scanner so our staff could preserve 
items from our archives and unpublished court 
opinions that needed to be readily accessible to 
court staff throughout the six states in our library 
system.  

Talking to ven-
dors, other li-
brarians and a 
field trip to Den-
ver Public Li-
brary’s Digital 
Collections De-
partment 
showed us that 
the scope of our 
project did not 
justify the cost 
of purchasing a 
book scanner.  

Instead we 
turned to an 
outside archival 
scanning vendor. 
Each month for 
fifteen months, 
we sent four 
boxes of crumbly 
leather bound 
books out to be 
scanned. These 
oversized vol-
umes with very 

thin gutters challenged our scanning experts like no 
other project they had previously undertaken.  The 
books would be returned with an external hard 
drive that held both the web ready compressed 
PDFs as well as the larger archival PDFAs for preser-
vation.  

We chose to scan the historic statutes for each of 
our states beginning with the territorial statutes if 
we had them to the early 1950s.  That leaves a thirty 
year gap between when our digital collection stops 
and vendor databases pick up. The choice to stop at 
that point was made because volumes past that 
point are in good physical condition and the number 
of individual volumes in subsequent updates was 
cost prohibitive.   

Each volume 
has been book 
marked to allow 
users to easily 
navigate to the 
correct section.  

Finally, the 
bookmarked, 
digitized vol-
ume is added to 
an internal 
webpage with a 
thumbprint of 
the title page, a 
link to the vol-
ume, the sub-
ject and a de-
scription of 
what is con-
tained in the 
volume.  Cur-
rently, these 
webpages are 
available only 
to U.S. Court 
staff because 
our webpage 

The title page from Mill’s Colorado Annotated Statutes after scanning. 

Listing of digitized volume with link and description. 

L Library Views 

News, Projects and Updates from CoALL Libraries 
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is not available to the public.   

The second half of this project was to scan all of the 
unpublished opinions filed by the Tenth Circuit that 
we have in our collection. The opinions were 
written from 1972-1995. During this time, changes 
in court rules meant that unpublished opinions 
weren’t being saved by anyone except the library. 
Although these volumes were not in delicate condi-
tion, we wanted to make them accessible to all of 

our staff and court users.  

Each volume has been book marked with party 
names, case number and filing date. We are also 
creating a finding document to make locating opin-
ions easier.  

Although we are not able to send out the URL for 
the pages, we are happy to share this resource with 
our colleagues. If you contact the library at 303-844

CU Law Library Launches Digital  

Archive Website 

By Robert Linz  

Associate Director and Head of Public Services, Uni-

versity of Colorado Law School 

In April 2012, the University of Colorado law school 

library officially launched its 

first digital collection.  It is 

an archive of materials by 

and about former dean and 

law professor David Getches.  

Dean Getches had a long 

and robust legal career that 

included work in the areas of 

water law, natural resources 

law and Indian law.  The col-

lection’s contents reflects 

these interests of Dean 

Getches through its inclusion 

of articles, testimony, 

speeches, and other items.  The collection also in-

cludes materials from his deanship at the University 

of Colorado law school and biographical memorabil-

ia.  Researchers can use the extensive bibliography 

provided on the site to locate  all of Dean Getches’ 

works.  The site is located at  http://

www.colorado.edu/law/lawlib/research_resources/

digital_collections/

getches_collection/ . 

The CU law library has dig-

itized other materials includ-

ing historical Boulder munici-

pal codes and Colorado 

attorney general reports.  

Within the next year, the col-

lection will grow to include 

various water law materials 

and Colorado primary au-

thority.  Researchers can find 

these collections at http://

digitool.library.colostate. 



Volume 23 Issue 1                                                            CoALL Scuttle Newsletter                                                                                 Fall 2012 

Page 12 

Spotlight on Your Career 2012:   

Capitalize on Change 

On February 25th, over 70 librarians gathered at the 

University of Denver’s Ruffatto Hall to join Mary El-

len Bate and a panel of librarians in discussing the 

changes facing librarians and libraries in the next 

decade, and how, by examining the future, we can 

make changes to our library services now so we’ll 

remain relevant in the future.  At the 2012 CoALL/

RMSLA Spotlight on Your Career program, held tra-

ditionally on the last Saturday of February, Mary El-

len Bates, information broker and owner of Bates 

Information Services, looked at the changes that 

we’ve seen in just the past 5 years - from cloud 

computing, to e-books, to virtual spaces, to “big da-

ta,” to artificial intelligence – and asked what chang-

es have we made to our library service to utilize 

these innovations  and what other changes might 

we see in the next decade?   

In an era where IBM’s Watson, an artificially intelli-

gent computer, can beat the best humans in a Jeop-

ardy trivia contest, how can we beat Watson and 

the computers to come?  Computers, she says, can 

beat humans in information retrieval, but they can’t 

bring insight and perspective to that information.  

We can be the “intelligence filters to the info-

sphere,” bringing meaning to the endless data that 

is created at an ever increasing rate. 

Mary Ellen suggests that in 2022, our Master of In-

formation degrees will require courses in data visu-

alization, research-bot design and virtual presenta-

tion skills.  The job titles of the 2022 information 

professional will be Chief Insight Officer, Infor-

mation Impresario and “VP of Info and Watsons.”  

To become that 2022 info pro in 2012, Mary Ellen 

recommends that we:  1) gain 3 new skills, 2) take 

the lead in something outside our comfort zone and 

3) ask what you would do instead, if you could 

“sunset” all your current job responsibilities.  To 

provide relevant insight to information, she further 

recommends that we get to know our clients, to 

learn what is truly valuable to them and to not make 

assumptions about what they want from the library.  

(For more on Mary Ellen’s talk, see her slide deck at 

www.batesinfo.com/extras/assets/spotlight.pdf.) 

Mary Ellen then engaged a panel of librarians, con-

sisting of Jaime LaRue (Director of Douglas County 

Libraries), Joan Policastri (Foreign Comparative & 

International Law Library at DU Law Library), Heidi 

Longaberger (Owner of Longaberger Information-

Works) and Matthew Elisha (Manager of Library & 

Research Services at Bryan Cave LLP), and the audi-

ence in a discussion of ways we have capitalized on 

changes in our organizations and in the world of in-

formation services, and what else we can do to re-

main relevant.  The audience was especially taken 

by Jamie LaRue’s vision of libraries no longer being 

the archivists and caretakers of information, and 

taking an active role in creating content. 

In addition to the education presentations, the audi-

ence, composed of librarians from CoALL, Rocky 

Mountain Special Libraries Association, Colorado 

Association of Libraries, Colorado Council of Medical 

Libraries and REFORMA, enjoyed breakfast and 

lunch networking sessions.  They had a chance to 

meet and make friends with librarians from a variety 

of libraries and information professions. 

Kudos to the Spotlight on Your Career 2012 com-

mittee:  Rachel Bates-Wilfahrt, Matthew Elisha, Kelly 
(Continued on page 13) 

A Association Reports 

Reports of Events and CoALL Business  



Volume 23 Issue 1                                                            CoALL Scuttle Newsletter                                                                                 Fall 2012 

Page 13 

Association Reports 

BRAG 2012 

On June 28th, 2012, the Colorado Association of Law 

Libraries (CoALL) continued its Bridge the Research 

and Analysis Gap program.  This year’s program ex-

panded upon the tradition of 

offering practical legal re-

search skills to summer associ-

ates and newer attorneys.  In 

this half-day program, partici-

pants earned three hours of 

CLE credit while reviewing the 

fundamentals of the legal re-

search.  Topics included legal 

research methodology, using 

online resources to locate Col-

orado primary and secondary 

authority and finding local 

government codes.  Partici-

pants could also gain hands-on 

experience with several online resources including 

Casemaker and Google Scholar.  All of the research 

examples were based on a hypothetical fact involv-

ing Colorado medical marijuana law.   

CoALL has sponsored BRAG for seven years.  This 

year’s program was developed by law librarians Alan 

Pannell and Robert Linz.  They were joined by CU 

law librarians Alicia Brillon and Susan Nevelow Mart, 

director of the CU law library.  Hands-on demonstra-

tions were given by Madeline 

Cohen, circuit librarian for the 

10th Circuit and Stacey Bowers, 

Interim Assistant Library Direc-

tor at the University of Denver 

law library.   

The program was offered at the 

offices of the Colorado Bar Asso-

ciation and attracted over 70 

attendees between the live 

presentation in Denver, at webi-

nar locations throughout the 

state and in tape replay.  The 

program generated over $700 in 

proceeds for CoALL scholarships.  

Submitted by Robert Linz 

Fanning, Rachel Nelson, Recca Larson, Tamara 

Phalen and Esti Shay.  A special thanks to Sylvia Hall-

Ellis for the use of space in DU’s Ruffatto Hall and to  

LexisNexis and Thompson Reuters for their gener-

ous sponsorship of the program.   

If you are interested in joining the 2013 Spotlight on 

Your Career committee or helping out with this 

event next February, contact Madeline Cohen at 

Madeline_Cohen@ca10.uscourts.gov.  

 
Submitted by Matthew Elisha 

 

Colleague Connection 
On April 26, 2012, CoALL cosponsored Colleague 

Connection with other area library associations.  

This year’s event featured Erika Napoletano, author 

of the book “The Power of Unpopular” and the 

witty, irreverent blog “Readhead Ranting” (http://

redheadwriting.com/).  Among other things, she 

spoke of the value of libraries in her personal life  .  

The event was held at Ruffatto Hall at the University 

of Denver.  Over 90 librarians and guest attended 

this event.  Photographs may be found at http://

www.flickr.com/photos/rmlinz/

sets/72157629929403429/. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Committee Business 

Brown Bag Lunch Series Survey  

Provides New Directions, Ideas 

by Andrea McCullough 

Research Librarian at Faegre Baker Daniels 

This year’s CoALL Brown Bag Committee (Mary Ar-

nold, Anne Lucke, Andrea McCullough and Dagfinn 

Senturia) decided to survey CoALL members this 

summer in order to identify potential topics as well 

as overall satisfaction with past programming. Be-

tween July 31st and August 10th, 18 respondents 

took time to complete the questionnaire- that’s 16% 

of our membership body. The responses were posi-

tive and constructive, helping the Committee final-

ize programming for the 2012-2013 year. In fact, 

there were too many suggestions to fit into the re-

maining five programs, so we have a head start on 

next year’s calendar.  

The Committee has identified accessibility of the 

Brown Bag Lunches to those outside of downtown 

Denver as an ongoing issue. Suggestions from the 

respondents will help us move toward this goal and 

include using Skype, continuing the use of telecon-

ferencing and offers to host programs in Boulder. 

For those who attended one or more Brown Bags 

last year (66% of the respondents), all of them said 

the program was valuable, they learned new things 

and it was worth their time. Regarding the topics 

that were presented 91% said it was a good variety, 

46% said some or all of the topics were interesting 

and 37% said some or all were applicable to their 

job or professional needs. 

Those who completed the survey but did not attend 

any Brown Bags last year (6 people, or 34% of re-

spondents), provided some insight as to why. One 

said it was because the topic(s) did not appeal to 

him or her, five said it was because they were too 

busy at work to attend and all respondents said the 

Association Reports 

Date Host Moderator Host Organization Topic and Format 

  
Aug. 8 

  
  

  
Andrea 
McCullough 

  
Andrea 
McCullough 

  
Faegre Baker Daniels 

Annual Meeting  Round-Up Roundtable discussion with 
attendees of AALL, SLA and annual meetings sharing what 
they learned and any other pertinent information 

  
Sept. 12 

  
  

  
Tamara 
Phalen 

  
Tamara  
Phalen 

  
Sherman & Howard 

Book Discussion 
Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World that Can’t Stop 
Talking 

  
  

Nov. 14 
  

  
TBD 

  
Anne Lucke 

  
TBD 

Dawn McKnight, Colorado Bar Association CLE Publications 
Director 
Discussing print vs. electronic formats, how our patrons use 
CBA materials, publication decisions and more 

  
  

Feb. 13 
  

Dagfinn  
Senturia 

Dagfinn  
Senturia 

Holland & Hart Tom Seward, member of  CoALL and SCIP will present on 
competitive intelligence practices 

  
  

April 10 
  

David  
Selden 

Andrea 
McCullough 

National Indian Law 
Library/NARF 

David Selden will present on American Indian Law Research 
Tips 

  
June 12 

  

Mary  
Arnold 

Mary Arnold Bryan Cave AALL replay of “Finding Your Inner Nancy Drew: Public Rec-
ords Resources Online” presented by Bridget Gilhool and 
Jennifer McMahan at the 2012 AALL conference 
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Committee Spotlight 

CoALL Student Committee 
In May the CoALL Board formed the CoALL Student Committee.  Any member of CoALL is allowed to join 

the Student Committee, whether they are students or just want to further the interests of the student 

members of CoALL.  The Student Committee will work both independently and with the other CoALL 

committees to provide programs of interest to future law librarians.  As a member of the CoALL Student 

Committee, you will have the opportunity to get to know the students interested in law libraries and 

make an impact on the education provided to future students. 

The charge of the CoALL Student Committee is to reach out to all library and law students in the geo-

graphical areas served by CoALL:  

(1) to provide information about law librarianship through publications, events, and social activities;  

(2) to educate students about legal information resources and research methods; and  

(3) to network with CoALL members through association activities.   

Starting this Fall, the Student Committee will begin reaching out to students in the University of Denver 

Library and Information Science and Law programs, the University of Colorado Law program, and the Em-

poria State University Library Science program.  The Student Committee is planning on several events this 

fall, including a social event for student and active members to meet and mingle. 

 If you know of a student in a library or law program or someone with an interest in law librarianship that 

is thinking of entering a library or law program, please encourage them to contact the CoALL Student 

Committee.  If you would be interested in joining the Student Committee or have any questions, email 

Bronwen Maxson at Bronwen.Maxson@gmail.com. 

Submitted by Katharine Hales 

Association Reports 

locations were not convenient. Two of the respond-

ents commented that it takes over an hour to get to 

Denver.  

Many ideas for topics and presenters were offered, 

four of which the Committee has scheduled for this 

year. Programming on competitive intelligence, new 

technology, environmental sustainability, the David 

Getches Digital Collection, tips for training and train-

ing technology, library space planning, e-books, and 

Indian law research tips were among the sugges-

tions. Several potential speakers were also named, 

three of which will be presenting this year: Dawn 

McKnight from the Colorado Bar Association CLE 

program, and David Selden from the National Indian 

Law Library, and Tom Seward from the Strategic and 

Competitive Intelligence Professionals Colorado/

Rocky Mountain Chapter. David and Tom are both 

CoALL members who have agreed to share their ex-

pertise. 

As you can see, a lot of valuable information was 

collected from the questionnaire. Thank you to all 

that participated! Although the survey has closed, 

we are always willing to listen to feedback and sug-

gestions to ensure the Brown Bag Lunches continue 

to bring us together to learn and share. Looking for-

ward to a great year… 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Treasurer’s Annual Report—July 9, 2012 

July 2011 to June 2012 

The CoALL budget/actual spreadsheet for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 2012, is attached at the end of this re-

port. Some details to note: 

Income: Overall, revenue exceeded budgeted projec-

tions by 17%.  Student membership was down for the 

year, but is expected to rise in the upcoming budget year 

due to the recruitment efforts of the new CoALL Student 

Committee.  We also received revenue from Spotlight 

and from guests attending the 2011 CoALL Holiday Party.   

Spotlight: Revenues exceeded expenditures by 

$210.70.  Proceeds were shared with RMSLA.  

Expenses: Overall, expenses were down from 

projected figures, reaching only 46% of  projections.  On-

ly one travel grant was awarded and events including the 

Holiday Party, Book Event, Brown Bags, and Executive 

Board Meetings came in under budget. The CoALL Stu-

dent Liaison, now the CoALL Student Committee, was 

not active until the end of the fiscal year, so they did not 

use their funds.  Our projected net loss of $2,040.00 

turned into a gain of $332.13 overall for the year.  

Scholarships: The library school scholarship was 

awarded to Katharine Hales.  A CoALL Travel Grant was 

awarded to Tim Fritz.   

 

 

Colorado Association of Law Libraries Board 
Meeting Agenda 

Friday, June 29th @ 4pm 

Law Offices of Davis, Graham, Stubbs 

Denver, CO 

Call Meeting to Order 

Approve minutes from last meeting – April 4th, 2012 

Officer Reports 

President's Report 

Vice President's Report 

Treasurer's Report 

Secretary’s Report 

Past President's Report  

Committee Reports 

BRAG (Alan Pannell)  

Brown Bags (Beth Mescall / Andrea 
McCullough)   

CoALL Student Committee (Katharine Hales 
& Bronwen Maxson) 

Government Relations (Madeline Cohen)   

Grants and Scholarships (Kathy Carlson) 

Legal Research Corner (Andrea Hamilton) 

Membership and Placement (Caryl Shipley & 
Katharine Hales) 

Newsletter (Robert Linz) 

Nominations (Rachel Compton)  

Programs (Matthew Elisha)  

Public Relations (Tawnya Plumb) 

Webmaster (John Moss)  

Old Business –  

Election of Life Members 

 Martha Campos 

 Martha Campbell 

 Mark Estes 

 Gay Roesch 

New Business 

Approval of CoALL Budget 2012-13 

Installation of New Executive Board  

Calendar 2012-13 (Matthew) 

Announcements 

Next meeting date: TBD 

 

 Adjournment 
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Accomplishments:  

Renewed Certificate of Deposit. The Certificate of 

Deposit will mature on November 3, 2013.  

Filed IRS tax returns 990-N 

2011 return filed on March 27, 2012 

Continuing Projects: 

CoALL Treasurer’s Handbook 

Upcoming Dates of Note 

October: AALL Chapter Liability Insurance 

November: P.O. Box Renewal.  The United States Postal 

Service has increased their rate to $50.00 from $44.00 

for this service.  

Submitted by Tamara Phalen 

 

BRAG 2011-2012 Annual Report 

Based on discussions by previous BRAG committees, 
CoALL President Robert Linz and BRAG Chair Alan Pannell 
worked with Gary Abrams of the Colorado Bar Associa-
tion’s Continuing Legal Education division to revive 
BRAG’s previous joint ventures with CBA. To accomplish 
the goal of making BRAG profitable enough to fund a law 
librarian scholarship through CoALL, we were able to ne-
gotiate a deal for a $35 registration, with $10 from each 
registration going to CoALL. Due to scheduling issues at 
CBA, the event was held later in June than usual. Robert 
and Alan developed a program content outline (using 
medical marijuana research as a theme) that was ap-
proved for CLE credit. With input from firm and court 
librarians, we integrated cost-efficient research tech-
niques throughout the program. 

As part of the deal, CBA agreed to provide two rooms for 
the live program (one room for a main track of substan-
tive law training, and one room for hands-on demos of 
free online legal resources). CBA provided live 
webcasting of the event, free breakfast and beverages, 
and a CLE binder of print materials. CBA also provided 
access to the archived webcast and home study materi-
als for future registrants, as well as video replays of the 
event in Denver, Colorado Springs, and Grand Junction 
on July 25, 2012. CBA handled registrations and printing 
of the book. BRAG did not use any CoALL funds for the 

event. 

CBA marketed the event heavily to members of the 
Young Lawyers Division and offered 3 hours of CLE credit 
to licensed attorneys. The BRAG event was also featured 
in the weekly CBA C-Brief newsletter (http://
www.cobar.org/index.cfm/ID/20002/dpcom/For-
Lawyers) and on the CLE website. Alan prepared a pro-
motional email targeted at CU & DU law students and 
worked with CBA to create a flyer and registration form 
that was distributed to all CoALL members via the 
listserve. John Moss posted the flyer on the CoALL web-
site in advance of the event. 

The 2012 BRAG event was held at the Colorado Bar Asso-
ciation offices on June 28, 2012, in conjunction with 
CBA’s Continuing Legal Education division. Exact attend-
ance figures are still pending, but 50+ people registered 
for the live event, and 20+ registered for the live 
webcast. Additional registrations for the video replays 
and home study materials could put us close to 100 reg-
istrants, which would fund two scholarships. We had a 
range of participants, including summer associates, cur-
rent students, new attorneys, and practicing attorneys 
who recently moved here from other states. 

Speakers for this year’s program were Robert Linz 
(“Research Methods and Analysis,” “Colorado Statutory 
and Case Law Research,” and “Colorado Administrative 
Regulations”), Alicia Brillon (“Colorado Practice Materials 
and Secondary Authority” and “Google Scholar Search-
ing”), Susan Nevelow Mart (“Free Legal Resources”), 
Stacey Bowers (“Searching the CCR Online”), Madeline 
Cohen (“New Casemaker Demonstration”), and Alan Pan-
nell (“Local Government Research” and “Law Library Ser-
vices”). Thanks to Wanda McDavid and Sheila Green who 
were not able to speak this year, but may be available for 
future events. 

Evaluation comments were very positive and suggested 
that having an overall theme and hypothetical helped tie 
the program together for the attendees. Additional sug-
gestions included doing full-day sessions, more hands-on 
interactive sessions, and targeted programs (e.g. practice 
forms).  Special thanks to past BRAG chairs Stacey Bow-
ers and Andrea Hamilton for all their help and sugges-
tions! If next year’s committee decides to follow this 
model, I’m happy to provide guidelines for coordinating 
with the CBA-CLE group. 

Submitted by Alan Pannell, 2012 BRAG Chair 

June 29, 2012 

(Continued from page 16) 

Association Reports 



Volume 23 Issue 1                                                            CoALL Scuttle Newsletter                                                                                 Fall 2012 

Page 18 

Association Reports 

 

Brown Bag Planning Committee 

2011-2012 Annual Report 

The Brown Bag Planning Committee produced another 
slate of successful programming this year. Our meetings 
were well attended and there were great discussions on 
the hot topics presented. Mary Ellen Bates was our first 
guest speaker in quite a while, and we had more than 30 
people come to her talk on value-added research. 

Andrea McCullough will be taking over as Chair of the 
Committee in June 2012, and she has created a great 
team including Mary Arnold, Anne Lucke and Dagfinn 
Senturia. They met on June 19 to begin planning the pro-
grams for the coming year. Tom Duggan and Beth Mes-
call will be stepping down effective June 2012. 

The 2011/2012 list of programs is attached on the next 
page. Our TBD – Hot Topic was iPad and iPhone Apps in 
Legal Research put on by Rachel Nelson and Dagfinn Sen-
turia of Holland and Hart.  

It has been a pleasure for both Tom and I to work on this 
committee, and we’re pleased to be passing the torch to 
such an enthusiastic group. 

Submitted by Beth Mescall 

Committee Chair 2011-2012 

June 29, 2012 

 

Government Relations Committee 

Local Government Relations Work 

 Continue to receive updates from Colorado Associa-
tion of Libraries lobbyists regarding Colorado legisla-
tive sessions and budget discussions. 

 Continued to do work on the Colorado Inventory of 
Primary Online Legal Resources to be included in the 
national inventory.  Need to recruit more people to 
continue the work, as our project seemed to stall half 
way through. 

 Looking to step down as Government Relations 
Chair, as I will be assuming the role of Vice President 
and President-Elect of CoALL. 
 

National Government Relations Work 

 Monitored legislative news and action alerts coming 
from various states and from AALL Government Rela-
tions Office. 

 Promoted the AALL Advocacy Training to be held in 

Boston at the Annual Meeting.  The training will be 

from 8:30a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, 21 July 

2012.  For more information or to register for the 

training, please contact Elizabeth Holland at 

eholland@aall.org.  

 Reviewed new Advocacy Toolkit for the 112th Con-
gress. 

 Was not able to pull together a Sunshine Week event 
this year.  Would like to start planning this year’s 
soon. 

 Monitored bills being tracked by AALL Government 
Relations Office. 
 

Administrative Business 

 Emily Feltren was promoted to be the new Director 
of the AALL Government Relations Office, replacing 
Julie Strandley who left after less than a year in the 
position. 

Submitted by Madeline Cohen 

 

Grants and Scholarships Committee 

The Grants and Scholarship Committee  is proud to an-
nounce that Timothy Fritz was provided  both the travel 
grant and the free registration provided to CoALL by 
AALL this year.  Timothy is  a new CoALL member work-
ing a as Research Librarian at Sherman Howard, LLC. 

Submitted by Kathy Carlson, Chair 

 

Legal Research Corner committee Annual Report 

June 2011 – June 2012 

The Legal Research Corner committee is comprised of 
Andrea Hamilton (chair), Tracy Leming, Madeline 
Kriescher, and Esti Shay. 

The following CoALL member articles were published in 
the Legal Research Corner of The Colorado Lawyer, the 
monthly publication of the Colorado Bar Association: 

(Continued from page 17) 



Volume 23 Issue 1                                                            CoALL Scuttle Newsletter                                                                                 Fall 2012 

Page 19 

Association Reports 

 August 2011 issue:  “Free and Low-Cost Online Legal 
Resources” by Stacey Bowers, Westminster Law Library 
– University of Denver 

 November 2011 issue:  No article published 

 February 2012 issue:  “Copyright Compliance Issues 
and Resources for Law Firms” by Kelly Fanning, Jones 
International University 

 May 2012 issue:  “Creating a Good Company Profile” 
by Tom Seward, Ballard Spahr, LLP 

 August 2012 issue:  “The Digital Collections at Colo-
rado Law” by Robert Linz, Wise Law Library – University 
of Colorado 

Articles are available in full on the CoALL Web site:  
http://www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/lrc.asp 

Article guidelines and related forms have been posted to 
the CoALL Web site (password protected):  http://
www.aallnet.org/chapter/coall/private/policies.asp 

Submitted by Andrea L. Hamilton, Davis Graham & 
Stubbs, LLP 

 

 

Membership and Placement Committee 

2011-2012 Annual Report 

 

CoALL currently has 111 Active, Associate and Student 
members and 3 Lifetime members.  CoALL ends the 2011
-2012 year with 108 Active, Associate and Student mem-
bers, with 3 additional new members who have already 
joined for 2012-2013.  We were also honored to begin 
the year with 5 lifetime members.  Sadly, Jean Tarbel 
and Oscar Miller have passed away.    

 

Last year we ended with 107 full members, meaning that 
we had one more member than last year and only five 
fewer members from the year before.   Membership for 
the 2011-2012 year was as follows: 

Associate Members  18 

Individual Members  21 

Institutional Members  62  

Student Members  7 

Lifetime Members   5 (3 now with the pass-
ing of Jean and Oscar) 

 

Of the 108 full members for the 2011-2012 year, 19 
members were new.  This was a large increase in new 
members, despite the fact that we have only one more 
member than last year.  Diane Bauersfeld held the posi-
tion of Membership Chair for the first nine months of 
the year.  During her first few months, she held a vigor-
ous membership drive for renewals.  Although she was 
quite successful as indicated by the increase in members 
from the year before, she indicated that it was difficult 
getting members to renew and difference in new mem-
bers and increase in membership overall indicate that 
this was likely the case.  It will be a goal of the com-
mittee to concentrate on renewals and the committee 
has already begun that drive by sending out a reminder 
email and the new membership form through the 
listserv. 

 

In March 2012, Diane Bauersfeld stepped down as Chair 
of the Membership and Placement Committee.  CoALL 
was honored to have her serve in this position for the 
first nine months of the year and for all her hard work 
for the committee.  In addition to the renewal drive, 
throughout the summer and fall, Diane performed the 
administrative tasks associated with adding new mem-
bers.   Specifically, welcome emails were sent to new 
members, online directory information was updated, the 
listserv manager was informed of member changes, the 
member spreadsheet was updated and membership 
dues were forwarded to our treasurer.   

 

Beginning March 2012, Katharine Hales and Caryl Ship-
ley became Co-Chairs of the Membership and Placement 
Committee.  One of the changes instituted at that time 
was that membership dues now go directly to the Treas-
urer who will verify payment and forward membership 
data to us.  This process has proven successful thus far. 

 

For the 2012-2013, the Membership and Placement 
Committee would like to increase membership by at 
least fifteen percent.   We would like to end the 2012-
2013 year with 110 Active and Associate members and 
15 Student Members.  In addition, we will begin with 
four additional lifetime members, for a total of 7 lifetime 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Present: 

Robert Linz, Matthew Elisha, Alicia Brillon, Amy Levine 
Madeline Cohen, Rachel Compton, Andrea McCoulough 
Tamara Phalen 
President called the meeting to order. Introduction and 
welcome to Diane Rodriguez, chapter visitor from AALL 
Board.  Minutes approved from last meeting dated De-
cember 9, 2012. 

President’s Report: Robert Linz 

Robert reported on working with John to revise and up-
date the CoALL website.. Goal to tie in and develop social 
networking. Working on a form to update publications 
on the website. Reported that Amy and Stephanie are 
stepping down from The Scuttle  

VP’s Report: Matthew Elisha 

Report on Spotlight on Your Career held on February 25, 
2012. 69 attendees (59 paid; 10 free)  Attendees liked 
the format  Profit split with RMSLA. 

Treasurer’s Report: Tamara Phalen 

Reported on 2011 tax return. Determining budgetary 
needs of committees during the coming year. 

Secretary’s Report: None 

Past President’s Report: 

Biographies of candidates for upcoming election on 
CoALL website.  April 15th voting closes 

BRAG: Alan Panell 

To take place on June 28, 2012. Offered as CLE to the 
Young Lawyers Division. Price is $35 for every one of 
which $10 goes to CoALL scholarship fund. Attendees 
will receive book of materials. Simulcast and archives. 

Brown bags—None. 

Government Relations : Madeline Cohen 

AALL webinar on state advocacy.  ULMA advocacy. Dis-
cussed webinar on FDLP and possibility of getting a site 
license. Discussed possibility of having a program during 
Sunshine Week next year.. 

Grants and Scholarships 

Discussed travel grant application for AALL. Timothy Fritz 
application for grant. Require article in Scuttle and 
brown bag presentation for grantee.  Tamara suggests 
CoALL match AALL registration grant with $500 travel 
grant.  Motion was made and seconded to award Timo-
thy Fritz CoALL travel grant and AALL registration grant.  
Board voted to approve. 

Legal Research Corner:   listed planned articles 

Membership and Placement: 

102 association members and student members. Treas-
urer will receive all new applications and dues, then for-
ward to membership committee.  

Public Relations:  None 

Webmaster: John Moss 

Redesigned The Scuttle page. Created database and im-
ported article of LRC 

Old Business: 

Election of life members.  Reviewed bylaws criteria to 
qualify for life membership.  Plan to have board confer-
ence call to discuss life members and student committee 

New Business: 

Possibility of University of Denver (DU) CoALL student 
chapter or committee. Katherine Hales proposes to form 
student chapter and a student committee of CoALL and 
have chair as member of the board. 

Tamara led CD renewal discussion. Matthew made mo-
tion to let the CD stay as is; seconded and approved. 

Bruce Sperberg Memorial: Tamara.  There will be a pri-
vate memorial service but want CoALL to do something 
to acknowledge his life and membership. Numerous pro-
posals including scholarship to ILL conference. Motion 
was made, seconded and approved to set aside $100 for 
memorial to go towards registration fee for ILL confer-
ence.  

CoALL Annual Meeting to be held in June 2012. Dis-
cussed possible topics including FOIA attorney or Rockies 
game. 

Meeting Adjourned 

M 
CoALL Meeting Minutes 

From April 4, 2012 Meeting Submitted by Amy Levine, Secretary and Approved June 28, 
2012 
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members and a total of 132 CoALL Members.  This 
should be attainable with the help of current active 
members and the new CoALL Student Committee help-
ing to recruit new members and the committee success-
fully drives renewals. 

Katharine Hales welcomes the prospect of continuing to 
serve as the CoALL Membership and Placement Chair-

man.  Katharine looks forward to working with CoALL’s 
talented membership and to recruiting new resources 
from the Library and Information Management field. 

 

Submitted by Katharine Hales and Caryl Shipley 

Committee Co-Chairs 

June 29, 2012 

(Continued from page 19) 

Chapter Leadership 2012-13 

Executive Board 

President     Matthew Elisha  matthew.elisha@hro.com 

Vice-President / President-Elect  Madeline Cohen Madeline_Cohen@ca10.uscourts.gov 

Secretary    Mariann Storck  Mariann.Storck@usdoj.gov  

Treasurer    Tamara Phalen  THPhalen@hollandhart.com 

Members-at-Large   Margie Heinen   MHEINEN@shermanhoward.com 

     Andrea McCullough andrea.mccullough@faegreBD.com 

Immediate Past President  Robert Linz  robert.linz@colorado.edu 

 

Committee Chairs 

BRAG     Open 

Brown Bag    Andrea McCullough  andrea.mccullough@faegreBD.com 

CoALL Student Committee  Bronwen Maxson bronwen.maxson@gmail.com 

Government Relations   Open 

Grants & Scholarships   Kathy Carlson  kathy.carlson1@wyo.gov 

Legal Research Corner   Andrea Hamilton Andrea.Hamilton@dgslaw.com 

Membership and Placement  Katharine Hales  khales09@law.du.edu 

Scuttle Newsletter   Robert Linz  robert.linz@colorado.edu 

Nominations    Robert Linz  robert.linz@colorado.edu 

Program Coordinator   Madeline Cohen Madeline_Cohen@ca10.uscourts.gov 

Public Relations   Open 

Webmaster / Listserv   John Moss  mossj5@comcast.net 
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CoALL Calendar 2012-2013 

As of 9/7/2012; Dates subject to change 

 

SEPTEMBER 

9/12/2012, 12:00pm    Brown bag * - Book Discussion Sherman & Howard  

9/27/2012, 3:30 – 5pm  Board Meeting Bryan Cave HRO  

9/27/2012, 5 – 7pm   Life Member Induction at Randolph’s Restaurant @ Warwick Hotel 

9/24/2012    Membership renewal deadline 

 

NOVEMBER 

11/2012    Legal Research Corner article published  

11/14/2012, Noon   Brown bag * - CBA CLE, w/Dawn McKnight 

11/15/2012    Article deadline for Scuttle submissions 

 

DECEMBER 

12/2012    Scuttle publication 

12/12/2012, 4 – 5:30pm  Association Board Meeting at Holland & Hart  

12/12/2012, 5:30--8:30pm  Holiday party at Holland & Hart  

12/12/2012, Noon   Brown bag * Topic TBD  

 

JANUARY 

1/9/2013, Noon   Brown bag * Topic TBD 

 

FEBRUARY 

2/2013     Legal Research Corner article published  

2/13/2013, Noon   Brown bag * - CI practices at Holland & Hart 

2/15/2012    Legal Research Corner article due,  

     Article deadline for Scuttle submissions 

2/23/2013, Morning   Spotlight on Your Career **  Topic TBD  

 

 

Association Reports 
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MARCH 

3/2013     Scuttle publication 

3/1/2013    Board nominations due to President  

3/13/2013, Noon   Brown bag * TBD  

3/15/2013    Board write-in nominations due to secretary  

3/31/2013    CoALL Grant application deadline  

 

APRIL 

4/1/2013    Election ballots due  to all active members  

4/10/2013, Noon   Brown bag * - Native Amer. Indian Law tips  

4/11/2013, 4 – 5:30 am  Board Meeting, TBD  

4/15/2013    Deadline to return election ballots  

4/25/2013 (Tentative)   Colleague Connection  

 

MAY 

5/2013     Legal Research Corner article published  

5/8/2013, Noon   Brown bag,* TBD  

5/15/2013    Election results reported to membership 

     Article deadline for Scuttle submissions 

 

JUNE 

6/2013     Scuttle publication 

6/1/2013    Membership renewals  

6/6/2013 (Tentative), Morning BRAG ***  

6/12/2013, Noon   Brown bag * - AALL replay  

6/28/2013, 4-5:30pm   Board/Annual Meeting, TBD  

 

* - Brown bag lunches typically held second Wednesday of the month 

** - Spotlight traditionally held on last Saturday in February 

*** - BRAG traditionally held the 1st Thursday of June  

Association Reports 
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CoALL Membership Benefits and Renewal 
 

CoALL memberships expired on June 30 and the renewal drive is still in full swing.  Many of our current mem-

bers have already renewed for what looks to be another exciting year.  There is still some time renew without 

a lapse in benefits.  The deadline for renewal is September 24, after that date any members who have not yet 

renewed will lose their benefits.   

 

CoALL membership offers many benefits, including: 

 Educational and Social Events — This last year was a wonderful year for CoALL activities, which included 
a great turnout at Spotlight and great Brown Bag events.  We are looking forward to even more of these 
great CoALL activities this year. 

 
 The Listserv and Website — The listserv allows members to connect regarding resource and knowledge 

sharing, job opportunities, interlibrary loans, announcements, AALL information and other items of inter-
est to members.   

 
 The Scuttle Newsletter — Published electronically, four times per year, The Scuttle offers updates on the 

association, articles, book reviews, technology updates, and other information members wish to share 
with the association. 

 
 Complimentary Membership to the Colorado Bar Association — CoALL members are granted access to 

the CBA's website and receive C-Brief, the CBA's weekly electronic newsletter, along with discounts on 
classes and publications.   

 

If you have not had a chance to renew your membership, please do so soon so your benefits do not lapse.  If 

you have renewed your membership already but know someone with an interest in law librarianship or 

CoALL that has not yet joined, please inform them of the wonderful membership benefits.  Membership dues 

have remained the same low amount this for this year: $20 for Active and Associate members and $5 for Stu-

dent members.  The membership form is available for download from the CoALL website.  If you have any 

questions regarding CoALL membership, please email Katharine Hales at khales09@law.du.edu. 

 

Save the Date for the 2012 CoALL Holiday Party! 

 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, December 12th, for our annual hol-
iday get-together.  This year’s party will be in Denver in the library at 
Holland & Hart.  Watch your in-box for your invitation and join us for 

some holiday cheer!  

B The Back Page 

 


